
 

  

            Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 
                      We Share the Love and Hope 

          of Jesus Christ.  
 

  

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

The summer has flown by, and it’s already September! This time of year is always one of nostalgia for me, full of mem-

ories of my many school years as student and teacher. I imagine many of you have the same experience! It is also a 

time of great anticipation, as we wonder what possibilities will present themselves. Last year was fraught with unease 

about the spread of Covid-19, coupled with concern over how our children would adapt to online learning or wearing 

masks all day in school. This year is slightly different, but still tinged with those feelings of doubt and concern.   

That space of fond remembrance and expectation, that space colored by apprehension, is a space of unknowing. I 

invite you to spend a few minutes in that place, in prayer, to open all of those thoughts to the presence of the all-

knowing God. Pour out your worries, frustrations, and doubts; ask your questions; share your hopes and dreams. Then 

sit in that place for a little while longer, and listen for whatever answer may come.  

As we do our part as a church to protect our vulnerable community members, I pray that we will intensify our prayerful 

vision quest. I pray that we will engage creatively in our church community. I pray that we will discern more deeply our 

role in the Cedar Springs area. I pray that we can live abundantly through this time of unknowing, 

with peace and joy in our hearts. 

      Blessings to you all, 

        Pastor Michelle 

——————————————————————————————————— 
 

Cedar Springs Staff Hours 
 

Pastor:  Michelle Vallier (231) 329-5483 
Pastor Email:  pastormvallier@outlook.com 

Pastor’s Office Hours:  By Appointment 
(Please call or email Pastor Michelle directly.) 

 
Ministry Assistant: Jennifer August (616) 696-1140   

Church Office Email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org 
 

Church Office Hours:   
Phone Hours: Monday thru Thursday - 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Office Hours: Tuesday thru Thursday - 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 
Treasurer:  Lori Graham (616) 696-1140 

Treasurer Email:  treasurer@cedarspringsumc.org 
Treasurer’s Hours:  Thursdays - 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 

September 
2021 

mailto:pastormvallier@outlook.com
mailto:office@cedarspringsumc.org
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Prayer is the primary work of God’s people.  It is a vital connection to 
God where we can hear from, listen to, and respond to God.   
We encourage you to pray as part of being a healthy disciple.  
 
 

If you would like to add someone to the prayer list, please contact the church office at:  616-696-1140 or  email:   
office@cedarspringsumc.org.  Names will remain on the prayer list for 1 month unless notified.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please keep these families 
 in your prayers: 

 
Gerald Collis and family for the passing of 
Gerry’s wife, Lois Collis.  Lois was a long-
time CSUMC member and friend to many. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Sharon Helsel and family for the passing of 

Sharon’s husband, Gordon.  We are sorry for this sudden 
loss to your family. 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Phil & Sue Harrison and extended family for the passing of 
their niece, Katie Ash.   

Members Friends In Care Facilities 

Hal Ringler Laurie Pahl The Brook of C.S.- 

Sharon Helsel & family Chris Alt    Bev Wesche 

Gerry Collis & family Betty Verburg Pilgrim Manor 

Wayne & June Price Casey Sutherland    Frances Abel 

Kathy Raudenbush Lori Graham Metron of C.S. - 

Darcey Raymond Malinda Sutherland    Rose Hunter 

Helen & Bud Gambee Tim Price   

Dan & Diane Christie    

Woody & Jan Avis     

      

      

Kids Hope USA: Mentors, Prayer Partners, and Students 

In Our Country’s Service: 

Jordan Ackerman Aaron Burnside Tyler Hinton 

Mitchell Phillips Elisabeth Bullen David Segard III 

Nick Segard Peter & Mikelle Noreen Jenny Jo Collin (Mueller) 

James & Jackie (Champion) Finley 

Ben & Sarah (Noreen) Smith- Kate, Jessica 

mailto:office@cedarspringsumc.org
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Sharing Our Commissions  

Keith Caldwell, Chairperson Evangelism Outreach 

 Worship! Evangelize! Reach out! 

We can do as the Pharisees did. We can worship God in the Sanctuary every morning, noon and 

night.  We can be as John the Baptizer and preach of repentance or we can do as Jesus did and 

reach out to the outcasts, the people of the world outside the walls of the sanctuary.   
 

John Wesley taught us to be prudent in the use of time and resources. In the CLM classes we 

were taught to evaluate how we use our resources, time, money and property. A good ratio is 1/3 

outreach, 1/3 administrative and 1/3 real property and maintenance. However, as these resources 

are used, evaluating the result and effect are imperative. Resources include both time and finan-

cial resources.   
 

In everything we do, pray. The power of the Holy Spirit is amazing. Do it. “It ain’t gonna’ get done 

sitting in the sanctuary”. Evaluate the result. This is what happened in Acts 2: 
41 

So those who wel-

comed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were add-

ed. 
42 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread 

and the prayers. Wow this is results! Amen! 
 

Now, oh heavenly Father, I ask to be called as a witness to your love, by the love I extend to oth-

ers; to follow your unfailing commitment to what is right and good; a lamp set on a hill, reflecting 

the light of Christ in my forgiveness, mercy and compassion; and a harvester of souls through my 

humble and dedicated servanthood. In Jesus' name. Amen! 

Church News  
 

Mark your calendars!  Starting Sunday, September 12 we will have a 
new worship time and in October Christian Education starts. 

 

Sundays 
9:30 a.m. – Christian Education (starting October 10th) 

10:30 a.m. –Worship (starting September 12th) 
—————————————————————————————————————— 
Sunday Worship Note:  Due to the changes in the COVID status in our area of Michigan, we have returned to masks 
being worn during worship. 
 
Connect Cards are used for attendance, we ask that everyone please fill one out and place it in the offering plate at the 
back of church.   
 
Outside Groups:  Starting September 1, 2021 outside groups will once again be able to contact the church office and 
request use of building following our building use policy.  If anything changes with this status, it will be posted in the bulle-
tin and the Chimes Newsletter. 
 
Building Use:  As people and groups are starting to use the church building more, it is important to remember that if you 
are the last person out of the building, please make sure all of the lights are turned off and the doors are locked.  Thank 
you. 
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  Mission Focus for  
  September 2021 
 

 

Hand2Hand 

Can you imagine a child, right here in Cedar Springs, going home from school on a Friday night, not knowing if they 

will have anything to eat until Monday morning?  It is happening every week.  

 

The Need 

1 in 5 Michigan children face food insecurity throughout the year. 

48%  of those served by local food banks reside in rural or suburban areas 

49% Almost one-half of Cedar Springs’ students qualify for free or reduced-price lunches every day. 

 

Hand2Hand Mission 

While children are in school, they receive breakfast and lunch through the National School Lunch and Breakfast Pro-

grams. However, over the weekend many students do not have access to the nutritional food they need. Our mission is to 

help those most at-need in an effort to end childhood hunger in our community. 

 

Cedar Springs Ministerial Association has partnered with Hand2Hand to provide at need children in our community a 

backpack filled with supplemental food that bridges the gap of weekend hunger. Food sent home consists of breakfast, 

lunch, snacks and dinner items. Hand2Hand packages over 150 meal packs and sends them home with Cedar 

Springs kids every Friday night during the school year.  In each bag we pack a weekend’s worth of SNACKS, 

MEALS and HOPE. 

 

The Cedar Springs United Methodist Church has selected Hand2Hand as a mission focus for the 2021-2022 school year.  

We will again donate cans of soup, fruit snack packs and apple sauce snack packs at various times throughout the year.  

The month of September will kick off the school year.   Please bring your cans of soup and apple sauce/fruit to the box 

outside the church office or there is also a box under the coat rack at the top of the stairs on the Sanctuary level.  If it is 

easier, you could make a monetary donation when you make your regular offering.  Simply mark it Hand2Hand.  Let’s not 

let a child in Cedar Springs go to bed hungry. 

 

As Buzz Aldrin said, “If we can conquer space, we can conquer childhood hunger.” 

 

Blessings,  Mission Team 

 
 

Welcome & Check-in  
We are in need of volunteers to as-
sist with welcoming guests and visi-
tors to our Sunday morning worship.  
Contact the church office if you can 
help with this. 

Liturgists:  
We are in always looking for volun-
teers to be Liturgists for  our Sunday 
morning worship.  Contact Sue Har-
rison for more information about the 
role or to sign up. 
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All women of the church are welcome to come to the meetings and help with our 
events.  We would love to have you join us in our faith walk and mission projects.  
  

We currently have a few openings on our board.  We meet bi-monthly.  If you are 
interested in hearing about any of the positions that are open, feel free to contact me 
at 616-696-4908.  You don’t have to be a member of the church to be on the 
Board.  We truly enjoy the fellowship of each meeting.  
 
2021 Meeting Schedule – Saturday 10:30 AM in the church Library/Parlor or Fellowship hall: 

September 11th  
  
2021 United Methodist Women (UMW) Board: 
President:  Mari Anne Jones   Devotions and Inspiration:  open 
Vice-President:  Shari Wesche   Nominations:  open 
Secretary:  Bonnie Hitchingham   Awards and Special Recognitions:  Carolyn Davis & open 
Treasurer:  Betty VanderWall (ready to retire) UMW Parsonage Rep:  open 
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

We had a good meeting on Saturday, August 14th.  We will be meeting again on Saturday, September 11th.  We didn't feel 
confident setting a sale date for the fall with all of the unknowns.  We will talk again in September when we meet.  We still 
aren't able to take in any more donations. The porch is pretty full already. 
 
There are UMW Conference meetings coming up: 
Saturday, September 18th we will be heading to First United Methodist Church in Holland for a day of gathering.  The 
event is from 9:30 to 3.  "Be the One" is the theme of the day.  Our keynote speaker is Ellen Harbin, wife of Pastor Kevin 
who is at Houghton Lake UMC.  The cost is $12.00.   Ann Scott (616-696-1567) and I (Mari Anne 616-696-4908) plan to 
drive.  Please reach out to either of us if you would like to carpool.  Registration needs to be done by 9/10.  There will be 
sign-up sheets at church.  More information is available on the sign-up sheet as well.   
 
The ingathering for this program is for people experiencing homelessness and housing insecurity through Holland's Re-
fresh Ministry.   Travel size personal hygiene products such as men's deodorant, shaving cream, toothpaste and shampoo 
are being requested. If you can't join us but would like to still donate the items, please bring those to church for us to take 
with us.  We'll have a basket or box set out by the back of the sanctuary to collect your donations.  Please bring them by 
Sunday, 9/12. 
 
Another meeting coming up for UMW District is their 3rd annual Conference Celebration at Westwood UMC in Kalamazoo 
on 10/23. the keynote speaker is Emily Jones, Executive for Racial Justice. More to come regarding the meeting and reg-
istration. 
  
       Blessings, Mari Anne Jones, UMW President 

Electronic Giving 

    

Be sure to check it  out on our website:  www.cedarspringsumc.org.   

 
We now have the ability to do offerings electronically.   Just click on the “Online Giving” button locat-

ed on any web page or the menu at the top and follow the instructions.  If you have any questions, 

please contact the church office. 
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Please send your special messages, prayers  and “Thank You” notes to the Church Office if you 
would like them in the Chimes Newsletter.  You can drop off or email to:  
office@cedarspringsumc.org 
———————————————————————————————————————————— 
We also welcome photos that we might be able to share!  Send photos of Church events to the above 
email with Subject Line:  “Church Photos”.  Please include a brief note about the event/photo and we 
may use it in the newsletter. 

ARE YOU READY TO ROCK? 
 
“North Kent Connect Rocks the Park” is this year’s fundraiser for 
North Kent Connect, the food pantry and resource center serv-
ing northern Kent County. Enjoy a family-friendly concert hosted 
by Sparta’s favorite funny man, Jeff “Spanky” Amlotte, and fea-
turing hometown favorite band Gunnar and the Grizzly Boys. 
Plus, you won’t want to miss the special performance by 12 of 
your favorite local pastors appearing as “The Calendar Clergy.” 
 
The big event is 6 PM Thursday, September 16 at Rogers Park 
in Sparta. Bring your lawn chairs, or purchase a sponsorship 
and get a private picnic table. Food trucks and local restaurants 
will be on site for purchasing food and drinks. Let’s get ready to 
rock the park for our neighbors in need! 

 
$750 – Church Sponsor 

(available to churches and civic groups only) 
• 40 tickets 

• Listing on website 
• Listing on sponsor slideshow 

 
Individual tickets are $20 each, on sale starting July 19, 2021. No rain date, but the concert will be 
broadcast livestream for ticketholders. 

Our last Adopt-a-Highway pick up is scheduled for September 18 at 9 AM. 
The rain date is September 25. We will link up in the parking lot behind the 
store at the corner of Algoma Ave and 17 Mile Rd. I will have safety vests 
and bags. Please bring your own gloves, pick up tool, and water. 
 
Prior to coming, please take time to watch the safety video at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZjNi5MCTl9g. There is an age cut off of 12, oth-
erwise there are no restrictions. 
 
This is a church wide function, everyone is welcome. The more folks that 
come, the less time it takes! If you have questions or would like more infor-
mation, please call Tom Noreen at 616-260-0881 or email at tom-
noreen@aol.com. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZjNi5MCTl9g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZjNi5MCTl9g
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Cedar Springs Community  
Food Pantry Report 

 

Clients for the month of July 2021 
  
 Families Served                  20  
 Adults Served                    41 
 Children Served        8  

Support our local food pantries that are assisting  the com-
munity’s food needs.  At this time  
 

The Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry is also asking 
for both monetary & food item donations so that they can 
make sure their pantry stays stocked and ready.  Donations 
can be made & mailed to the CSUMC—designate on check 
“CS Food Pantry”.  Donation of items can be arranged by 
contacting the church office.  

Feeding America, West Michigan Food Bank  
 

Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry can buy food from 
Feeding America for 16  & 18 cents per pound!   If you wish to 
send a donation directly to them at: 

 

Feeding America—West Michigan Food Bank  
864 West River Center Dr. NE 
Comstock Park MI 49321-8955 

 

ADD:  CSUMC Community Food Pantry  Number 01290  so 
your gift can be applied to our account.  Thank you for your 

Food Pantry Update:  Our food pantry is currently operating 
as a drive-thru pantry due to COVID.  We have reviewed the 
updates in Michigan and at this time the Church Task Force 
has agreed that starting September 1,2021 we will return to 
in-person pantry service.   
Numbers of clients are expected to rise back to or above 
previous numbers now that the extra assistance that the 
state and federal governments provided families is coming 
to an end.  Rest assured, our pantry has been building up 
its shelves in anticipation of this.  Thank you for your contin-
ued support of the Cedar Springs Food Pantry. 

Meijer is a family company focused on enriching lives in the communities we serve. 

Thanks to our generous customers & a strong commitment from our food pantry 
partners, Simply Give continues to be successful in feeding hungry families in our 
local communities. The program has generated more than $64 million in food dona-

tions throughout the Midwest since its inception in November 2008. 
 

In our continued deep-rooted hunger relief efforts, we will be kicking-off the Fall Simply Give Campaign this coming July. The cam-
paign will run a total of thirteen weeks from the dates of Sunday, July 4, 2021, through Saturday, October 2, 2021.  Your partnering 
Meijer store for this campaign will be the following location: 

 

        248 - SOLON TOWNSHIP,  3700 17 Mile Rd., N.E.,  Cedar Springs, MI 49319-7974 
 

The sole purpose of the Simply Give program is to help our food pantry partners feed the growing number of hungry families in the 
communities we serve. Our goal is to diligently work to be good stewards of these generous contributions by ensuring they are only 
used to purchase food items to stock our valued pantry partners’ shelves.    Food insecurity continues to be on the rise in the com-
munities we serve, which makes our commitment to the cause vital. Thank you for joining us as we work to help end hunger. We 
couldn’t do this without your support and partnership! 

There has been some restructuring and rearranging in our Cedar Springs Commu-
nity Food Pantry thanks to the grant that was received to purchase six additional 
shelving carts.  All of the stock is now up off from skids (for safety to both invento-
ry and volunteers) and can be moved from one area to another.  Thank you also 
to Bob Murray, Judy Murray, Sarah Zachow and Danielle August for all the work 

they have been doing to prepare the pantry, and also for working together to bring new items to the 
pantry for a wider variety of healthy choices for its clients.  Some of the new items include:  frozen 
fruts & vegtables, flour, sugar, seasonings & baking staples. 
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Christian Ed News 
Starting Sunday morning October 10 at 9:30 a.m.  

Kids from 3 years through high school are invited to come each week for 
Christian Education fun and learning!

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Of course we will be monitoring the Covid19 and Delta variant and adjust our plans according-
ly.  At this time we are masking in the church and not offering snacks.   
  
An  adult class will meet in the library upstairs and if there is interest, an informal adult "faith and 
fellowship" group will gather downstairs. 
 ____________________________________________________________________________

__ 
  
Hand Chimes 
  
Interested in playing the hand chimes?   Come to our organizational meeting 
and first rehearsal, Tuesday, September 21 from 2:30-3:15. We will meet in the 
sanctuary and (as of now) wear masks.   Can't make it that day?  Please let 
Nancy Noreen know 616-696-5186 or nanoreen@aol.com of your interest. 

 ____________________________________________________________________________
__ 

 
  
Kids' Choir is postponed till Covid restrictions are lifted.  If anyone is inter-
ested in sharing a solo....vocal or instrumental let Nancy Noreen know your 
idea.  Maybe we can continue our music ministry  that way. 

 
A big warm hug to all who have sent 
cards, meals and texts. Thanks church 
family for being there!  It is appreciated.  
 

    The Driers 
 

 
Next Blood Drive @ Cedar Springs UMC  

 
Tuesday, September 21st  

 starting @ 12:30 p.m. 

mailto:616-696-5186/nanoreen@aol.com
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5 Ways Kids Hope USA Prayer 
 Partners Are Making a Difference 

(From the KHUSA website celebrating the 25th Anniver-
sary) 
 
1. Prayer partners are engaged behind the scenes.  
Prayer partners are encouraging one-on-one relationships through 
their prayers. 
 
2. Prayer partners are lifting up students in prayer.  
Prayer partners care about the well being of students and believe that 
prayer can make a positive difference in their lives. 
 
3. Prayer partners are demonstrating consistency.  
Prayer partners regularly find time to pray for students, mentors, 
teachers, directors, and others in their Kids Hope USA programs. 
Their dedication to prayer is an asset to every part of a KHUSA pro-
gram. 
 
4. Prayer partners are championing positive relationships. 
Through their behind-the scenes role, prayer partners are encourag-
ing healthy, open, and thriving relationships between mentors and stu-
dents. 
 
5. Prayer partners are praying for local community.  
Prayer partners faithfully pray for children, families, schools, and 
neighborhoods through the challenges and celebrations of their local 
communities. 
 
If you have considered being part of our Kids Hope ministry, but your 
time is limited, perhaps being a prayer partner is for you. Research 
shows that mentoring programs involving prayer are very effective. 
 
Due to separation of church and school, we cannot pray with our 
children, but we can pray for them. If you are interested please call 
Janis Opperman at 616-262-6507. 

Back to School Blessing  
 
I would like to thank all who participated in the School 
Bags project. To Jo Furhoff and Shirley Neff for preparing 
and storing the items; the people who sewed the bags, 
especially Louise Shaw; Mari Jones for securing paper; 
for all who donated the various items; for the help to 
transport the items from storage to the church; and for the 
children, youth and adults who actually packed the bags. 
Your efforts will bless many! 
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If we have missed your  Birthday or Anniversary, 
 please let the office know.   Thank you 

Birthdays 
Sept.  1 Ethel Palmer 
  Barbara Workman 
Sept.  6 Ivan Opperman 
Sept.  8 Kathy Ries 
    Keith Caldwell 
Sept. 9 Sage Vallier 
Sept. 12 Karen Ringler 
Sept. 14 Lizzie August 
  Carolyn Davis 
   
 
 

Anniversaries 
Sept.  3 John & Joyce Hansen 
Sept. 10 Steve & Karen Mueller 
Sept. 11 Russell & Janet Scott 
Sept. 16 Bob & Kathy Ries 
Sept. 22 Allen & Barb Kilts 
Sept. 30 Randy & Suzanne Neiderheide 

Sept. 15 Chris Segard 
Sept. 16 Rose Kempf 
  Bill Rau 
Sept. 17 Lukas Johnson 
Sept. 20 Stacey Thompson 
Sept. 24 Rylee Armstrong 
Sept. 25 Evilo Cassady 
Sept 26 Joyce Hansen 
Sept. 29 Joseph Drier 
Sept. 30 Marjorie Covell 
  Lori Graham 
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                                                                                            Calendar of events & meetings    

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Weekly  
10:30am –
Worship  
(starts 09/12) 
 
 

10:45am-Adult 
Bible Study  
on-line 
 

Weekly  
Phone Office 
Hours 
(phone service 
only) 
9am-12pm   

Weekly 
Office Hours 
9a.m.-12pm 
 

CS Food Pantry 
Drive-thru 9-
11am for NKC  
 
10am-Women’s 
Bible Study 

Weekly  
Office Hours 
9a.m.-12pm 
 

C.S. Food 
Pantry Drive-
thru 9-11am for 
NKC Clients  

Weekly  
Office Hours 
9a.m.-12pm 
 

C.S. Food 
Pantry Drive-
thru 9-11am for 
NKC Clients  

Weekly  
 
Office closed 

Weekly  

 
 

  1 
 
 

2 3 4 

5 
 
3p m-Green 
Acres 
Worship 

6 
 
Labor Day 
Holiday—
Office Closed 

7 
 
1PM-Love & 
Stitches 
 
 

8 9 10 11 
 
10:30am-
UMW Meeting 

12 
 
New Worship 
Time 
10:30a.m, 
 
 

13 
 
Trustee Mtg— 
5:30 p.m. 

14 
 
1PM-Love & 
Stitches 
 
 

15 
 
Chimes 
Articles Due! 

16 17 18 

19 20 
 
5:30pm-
Finance Mtg 
 
6:30pm– 
Church 
Council Mtg 

21 
 
12:30pm—Blood 
Drive 
 
1PM-Love & 
Stitches 

22 23 24 25 

26 27 
 

28 
 
1PM-Love & 
Stitches 

29 30   
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OUR VISION AT CEDAR SPRINGS UMC: 
We share the love and hope of Jesus Christ... 
 

 by inviting people of all ages to participate with 

 openness and sincerity 

 by worshipping through music and fellowship 

 by studying God's Word together 

 by praying and caring for each other 

 by serving each other, our community, and 

 our world 

 by giving of our time, talent, gifts, and resources 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 140 S. Main St., PO Box K    
        Cedar Springs MI 49319        

Pastor  
 

Michelle Vallier 
pastormvallier@outlook.com 

Phone:  (231) 329-5483 
 

Pastor Office Hours 
 

By appointment only 
Call or email pastor directly 

 
 

Treasurer—Lori Graham 
Office Hours 

Thursdays:  9:00a.m.-12:00p.m. 
 

Ministry Assistant 
 

Jennifer August 
office@cedarspringsumc.org   

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday (phone hours only) 

9:00a.m. to 12:00p.m. 
Tuesday-Thursday (in office) 

9:00a.m. to 12:00p.m. 
 

Church Office  
Phone:  616-696-1140 

 
Website & Email 

www.cedarspringsumc.org 
office@cedarspringsumc.org 

Chimes Newsletter Articles: 
 

Send information to  
office e-mail  Subject line 

“Chimes”  
by the 15

th
 of each month. 

 

 
 

Worship Schedule 
  

Sunday Worship Service  
at 10:30 a.m. 

Starting 09/12/2021 
 
 
 

Find us on Facebook:  Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 

Chimes   

September 2021 

http://www.umc.org/atf/cf/%7bDB6A45E4-C446-4248-82C8-E131B6424741%7d/cross_and_flame_color.jpg
mailto:pastormvallier@outlook.com

