
 

  

            Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 
                      We Share the Love and Hope 

          of Jesus Christ.  
 

Happy August!  
 

In this final month of summer, I encourage you to reflect: how full is your cup? Is it half empty? Half 
full? Overflowing? Another way to ask that question is “how is your soul?” This summer has brought 
tremendous change, as we have moved from another Covid-19 spike in the spring to a very low 
positivity rate in July. (As I write this on July 14, I realize there’s the potential that the numbers could 
change in the next two weeks before this is published!) Even when change is for the better, it can be 
stressful, and soul-depleting. So how do we replenish? 
 

Last August, in the weeks before I started seminary, I knew that I would be stressed by work and by 
the life changes I was making. I knew I would need spiritual grounding, some tangible way to enter 
into a state of prayer. I decided to build a labyrinth in the woods at the edge of my property. I had no 
idea how much mental and spiritual stretching I would undergo in that first semester, and how much 
I would need to rely on that labyrinth!  
 

Labyrinths provide a place for prayer through physical movement. They can be designed in various 
patterns, and there are even printable finger labyrinths for those with limited mobility. Mine is 
unique, as I built it around the trees that were present, with one special pine in the middle that has a 
large bench branch at exactly the right height for rest and contemplation. In the summer, it is sur-
rounded by a low green wall of ferns, and I trimmed the tree branches above to create the sense of 
a cathedral ceiling. When I enter, I feel removed from the busyness of life, I feel closer to God, and 
more open to prayer. As I walk through the labyrinth, changing directions every 
ten steps or so, I feel the tangles in my mind unravel, as if God is able to gently 
comb my thoughts into clarity and order. Sometimes I receive answers to ques-
tions or solutions to problems, but even when that takes more time, I come away 
with a sense of greater peace.  
 

Which spiritual practice helps you to find this peace? 

       In Christ’s Love,  Pastor Michelle 
 

———————————————————————————————————- 
 

Cedar Springs Staff Hours 
 

Pastor:  Michelle Vallier (231) 329-5483 
Pastor Email:  pastormvallier@outlook.com 

Pastor’s Office Hours: Monday – 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 

Ministry Assistant: Jennifer August (616) 696-1140   
Church Office Email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org 

 
Church Office Hours:   

Phone Hours: Monday thru Thursday - 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Office Hours: Tuesday thru Thursday - 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 
Treasurer:  Lori Graham (616) 696-1140 

Treasurer Email:  treasurer@cedarspringsumc.org 
Treasurer’s Hours:  Thursdays - 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

August 
2021 

mailto:pastormvallier@outlook.com
mailto:office@cedarspringsumc.org
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Prayer is the primary work of God’s people.  It is a vital connection to 
God where we can hear from, listen to, and respond to God.   
We encourage you to pray as part of being a healthy disciple.  
 
If you would like to add someone to the prayer list, please contact the church office 
at:  616-696-1140 or  email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org.   
Names will remain on the prayer list for 1 month unless notified.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please keeps this family in your prayers: 
 

Carl & Mary Brown on the passing of Mary’s father,  
Richard (Dick) Rickert. 

Small Groups Welcome:  
 
We are continuing some small group/gatherings to properly Welcome Pastor Michelle and give her 
a chance to get know everyone.  If interested, see signup sheets outside of the Sanctuary on the 
table or contact the office.  There are still a few dates to sign-up for. 

Members Friends In Care Facilities 

Darcey Raymond & Anna Truman Hunter Steward The Brook of C.S.- 

Mark Scooros Malinda Sutherland    Bev Wesche 

Helen & Bud Gambee Cindy Scooros Pilgrim Manor 

Dan & Diane Christie Lizzie August    Frances Abel 

Woody & Jan Avis Chris Alt Metron of C.S. - 

Gerry & Lois Collis Justin Harnden    Rose Hunter 

Wayne & June Price Vanessa Marie   

 Fred & Carollee Gunnell Family of Mark Schumann   

  Family of Jean Anderson   

  Tim Price   

Kids Hope USA: Mentors, Prayer Partners, and Students 

In Our Country’s Service: 

Jordan Ackerman Aaron Burnside Tyler Hinton 

Mitchell Phillips Elisabeth Bullen David Segard III 

Nick Segard Peter & Mikelle Noreen Jenny Jo Collin (Mueller) 

James & Jackie (Champion) Finley 

Ben & Sarah (Noreen) Smith- Kate, Jessica 

mailto:office@cedarspringsumc.org
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Church Task Force Update 
 
 

Church Task Force Update:  Our Task Force met July 15, 2021 and the following updates were agreed upon to our guidelines for 
keeping members safe: 
 

Sunday Worship:  Will resume all normal worship activities at full capacity.  Unvaccinated church attendees will be encouraged to 
wear a mask. 
 

Connect Cards will be used for attendance.  We ask that everyone please fill one out and place it in the offering dish at the back of 
church.  Thank you for your assistance with this. 
 

Coffee Fellowship has started back up – Contact Carolyn Davis if you would like to donate goodies. 
 

Outside Groups/Building Use – At this time it was in agreement that the use of the church building will still be limited to Church 
Groups, funerals, and church functions only – with the exception of the monthly blood drive—until September 1, 2021. 
 
At this time the Church Task Force will turn over safety decisions to each church committee to make decisions with the pastor.  If 
numbers go back up, the pastor will call the Task Force back together. 
 

Thank you everyone for following these guidelines and keeping each other safe and healthy. 

Dear CSUMC Family,  
 
The family of Albert Abel would like to say "Thank you" for the support you have given my Husband and our Dad. 
You may not know his name, but he had a beautiful full head of silver hair that he kept short. He sat on his walker 
right by the doors coming into the back of the church. He was the one who greeted you with a smile as you arrived 

at the back of the church for the church service and handed you your bulletin. If you asked him how he was doing he might say “50 
50” or “So So”. If you shook his hand, while he could crush yours, he never would. He was always gentle with those around him. No 
matter what Dad was dealing with, he would always smile and find something good to say! While still driving he was always very de-
termined and intentional about being at church on time, which for him was about 30 minutes before the service started. He was gen-
erally the first person downstairs to the fellowship hall as the service was wrapping up. He and Mom were very regulars at the 
Wednesday Fellowship Meals hosted by the church. We want to remember and thank the families who made dinners for Dad, Mom, 
and Ed in 2019 before both Mom and Dad got settled into the Brook in 2019. His greatest regret during COVID period was being 
"locked-in" at the Brook and “locked out” of church and away from his brothers and sisters in Christ.  He requested that the memorial 
donations received in his name for CSUMC go to support the fellowship programs. Again, we are so appreciative and thank you for 
your thoughts and prayers in the latter years of his life.   
 

Grace and Peace, 
Frances, Allyn, Chris, Ed, and Mari Anne (Jones) Abel  
 
******************************************************************************************************************************************************* 
A big “Thank you” to Bonnie Hitchingham, and Lori Graham for covering the office while I was  away on vacation.  It was nice to know 
our church members were taken care of in the office while I was away.  Jennifer 

Sharing Our Commissions — Keith Caldwell, Chairperson Evangelism Outreach 

In August we will resume sharing the word and extending our table to our friends in assisted care facilities. In September we will be 
sharing with Pastor Michelle to develop ideas for making disciples of our Lord, in October we will resume our regular meetings and 
projects. These meetings are open and everyone is invited. 
From James 5: 17 “Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six 
months it did not rain on the earth. 18 Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. “ 
Please pray steadily for a revival that brings people to know Jesus. Pray for our leaders and Pray for each other. I will pray this 
prayer regularly as we prepare for our new outreach; please join me:  

“Now, oh heavenly Father, I ask to be called as a witness to your love by the love I extend to others; to follow your unfailing com-

mitment to what is right and good; to be a lamp set on a hill, reflecting the light of Christ in my forgiveness, mercy and compassion; 

and a harvester of souls through my humble and dedicated servanthood. In Jesus' name. Amen!” 
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    Missions 
 
Our chosen Mission emphasis for this month is the North Kent Family Promise pro-
gram.  

 
Family Promise utilizes churches--people and spaces--to meet needs of homeless families with children. 
Our part in this is to work with the Courtland/Oakfield UMC when their week for hosting comes up. At the 
present time each host church has a turn about every ten weeks. 
 
The opportunities for personal involvement include furnishing a meal, hosting for an evening, planning 
and directing activities for children in an evening or on Saturday, staying overnight or meeting other 
needs that may come up. It is a wonderful way to share in person-to-person ministry. When we were ac-
tive earlier, more than 14 people from our church took part in these activities. If this is where you would 
like to serve, call Kathy Raudenbush,874-5992 or Ann Scott, 696-1567 or the Office-696-1140. 
 
Asking questions won’t commit you but will only give us an opportunity to help you understand the needs 
and what you can do. 
 
As you consider your mission giving for this month for Family Promise, know that your monetary gifts will 
be used to purchase items for snacks, packed lunches for those going to work and for personal care 
items. 
 
Sometimes we are encouraged to give money because that is as close as we can come to the need. 
Family Promise is somewhat different in that you can be one-on-one with the families offering care and 
your compassion.  However you choose to participate, know that you are a part of important work. 
 
We anticipate having a presenter from Family Promise speak in our worship service August 15. We know 
you will see how many needs are met by this program. 
 
Your Mission Team 
 
 

Card Care  Ministry:   
 
"We are still looking for someone who would be will-
ing to do the card care ministry during the winter 
months.  Nancy Nielsen goes south for the winter and 
has offered to assist with this ministry until fall.  
Please contact the church office if you are interested. 

Welcome & Check-in  
We are in need of volunteers to as-
sist with welcoming guests and visi-
tors to our Sunday morning worship.  
Contact the church office if you can 
help with this. 

We just sent another 63 Little Dresses For Africa for a total this year of 156.Thank 
you to those who have done the sewing--Louise Shaw, Liz Becker and Barb Kilts 
and to those who've given fabric, especially the estate and family of Cindy Cald-
well.  Thank you UMW for covering the cost of shipping as well.  Together we can 
do more! 
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All women of the church are welcome to come to the meetings and help with our 
events.  We would love to have you join us in our faith and mission walk.  
  

We currently have a few openings on our board.  We meet bi-monthly.  If you are 
interested in hearing about any of the positions that are open, feel free to contact me 
at 616-696-4908.  You don’t have to be a member of the church to be on the 
Board.  We truly enjoy the fellowship of each meeting.  
 
2021 Meeting Schedule – Saturday 10:30 AM in the church Library/Parlor: 
August 14th – We will be meeting for the first time since November 2020. 
  
2021 United Methodist Women (UMW) Board: 
President:  Mari Anne Jones   Devotions and Inspiration:  open 
Vice-President:  Shari Wesche   Nominations:  open 
Secretary:  Bonnie Hitchingham   Awards and Special Recognitions:  Carolyn Davis & open 
Treasurer:  open    UMW Parsonage Rep:  open 
 
 If you are interested in learning more about UMW, please don’t hesitate to ask one of the ladies listed above.  We always 
welcome questions and interest in what we do and we are always looking to have more ladies join us in our time of fellow-
ship.  You don’t have to be a member of the church to join us.  
  

        Blessings, 
         Mari Anne Jones, UMW President 
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Please send your special messages, prayers  and “Thank You” notes to the Church Office if you 
would like them in the Chimes Newsletter.  You can drop off or email to:  
office@cedarspringsumc.org 
———————————————————————————————————————————— 
We also welcome photos that we might be able to share!  Send photos of Church events to the above 
email with Subject Line:  “Church Photos”.  Please include a brief note about the event/photo and we 
may use it in the newsletter. 

ARE YOU READY TO ROCK? 
 
“North Kent Connect Rocks the Park” is this year’s fundraiser for 
North Kent Connect, the food pantry and resource center serv-
ing northern Kent County. Enjoy a family-friendly concert hosted 
by Sparta’s favorite funny man, Jeff “Spanky” Amlotte, and fea-
turing hometown favorite band Gunnar and the Grizzly Boys. 
Plus, you won’t want to miss the special performance by 12 of 
your favorite local pastors appearing as “The Calendar Clergy.” 
 
The big event is 6 PM Thursday, September 16 at Rogers Park 
in Sparta. Bring your lawn chairs, or purchase a sponsorship 
and get a private picnic table. Food trucks and local restaurants 
will be on site for purchasing food and drinks. Let’s get ready to 
rock the park for our neighbors in need! 

 
$750 – Church Sponsor 

(available to churches and civic groups only) 
• 40 tickets 

• Listing on website 
• Listing on sponsor slideshow 

 
Individual tickets are $20 each, on sale starting July 19, 2021. No rain date, but the concert will be 
broadcast livestream for ticketholders. 

In July, three of us picked up our 2-mile section of 17 Mile Road. A big thanks 
to Dan Davis and Nancy Noreen for their help. Our last Adopt-a-Highway pick 
up is scheduled for September 18 at 9 AM. The rain date is September 25. 
We will link up in the parking lot behind the store at the corner of Algoma Ave 
and 17 Mile Rd. I will have safety vests and bags. Please bring your own 
gloves, pick up tool, and water. 
 
Prior to coming, please take time to watch the safety video at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZjNi5MCTl9g. There is an age cut off of 12, oth-
erwise there are no restrictions. 
 
This is a church wide function, everyone is welcome. The more folks that 
come, the less time it takes! If you have questions or would like more infor-
mation, please call Tom Noreen at 616-260-0881 or email at tom-
noreen@aol.com. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZjNi5MCTl9g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZjNi5MCTl9g
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Cedar Springs Community  
Food Pantry Report 

 

Clients for the month of June 2021 
  
 Families Served                  27   
 Adults Served                    60 
 Children Served        12  

Support our local food pantries that are assisting  the com-
munity’s food needs.  At this time  
 

The Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry is also asking 
for both monetary & food item donations so that they can 
make sure their pantry stays stocked and ready.  Donations 
can be made & mailed to the CSUMC—designate on check 
“CS Food Pantry”.  Donation of items can be arranged by 
contacting the church office.  

Feeding America, West Michigan Food Bank  
 

Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry can buy food from 
Feeding America for 16  & 18 cents per pound!   If you wish to 
send a donation directly to them at: 

 

Feeding America—West Michigan Food Bank  
864 West River Center Dr. NE 
Comstock Park MI 49321-8955 

 

ADD:  CSUMC Community Food Pantry  Number 01290  so 
your gift can be applied to our account.  Thank you for your 

Food Pantry Update:  Our food pantry is currently operating 
as a drive-thru pantry due to COVID.  We have reviewed the 
updates in Michigan and at this time the Church Task Force 
has agreed that starting September 1,2021 we will return to 
in-person pantry service.   
Numbers of clients are expected to rise back to or above 
previous numbers now that the extra assistance that the 
state and federal governments provided families is coming 
to an end.  Rest assured, our pantry has been building up 
its shelves in anticipation of this.  Thank you for your contin-
ued support of the Cedar Springs Food Pantry. 

Meijer is a family company focused on enriching lives in the communities we serve. 

Thanks to our generous customers & a strong commitment from our food pantry 
partners, Simply Give continues to be successful in feeding hungry families in our 
local communities. The program has generated more than $64 million in food dona-

tions throughout the Midwest since its inception in November 2008. 
 

In our continued deep-rooted hunger relief efforts, we will be kicking-off the Fall Simply Give Campaign this coming July. The cam-
paign will run a total of thirteen weeks from the dates of Sunday, July 4, 2021, through Saturday, October 2, 2021.  Your partnering 
Meijer store for this campaign will be the following location: 

 

        248 - SOLON TOWNSHIP,  3700 17 Mile Rd., N.E.,  Cedar Springs, MI 49319-7974 
 

Double Match Days Will Continue… 
 

· During the fall campaign, the Double Match Days will be held on Saturday, August 14, 2021, and Saturday August 28, 2021. 
 

· For every $10 Simply Give card purchased on these dates, Meijer will provide an additional contribution of $20, bringing the total to 
$30 for a single customer purchase. 
 

· Purchases up to $5,000 between the two Double Match Days will be matched by Meijer up to a maximum donation of $10,000 per 
pantry/campaign. 
 
The sole purpose of the Simply Give program is to help our food pantry partners feed the growing number of hungry families in the 
communities we serve. Our goal is to diligently work to be good stewards of these generous contributions by ensuring they are only 
used to purchase food items to stock our valued pantry partners’ shelves.    Food insecurity continues to be on the rise in the com-
munities we serve, which makes our commitment to the cause vital. Thank you for joining us as we work to help end hunger. We 
couldn’t do this without your support and partnership! 
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Cedar Springs UMC Night @ the Ballpark! 
 

Date: August 22nd @2pm 
($13.50 Per Person) 

Seating: Reserve 
A sign-up sheet will be in the church outside of the Sanctuary. 

 
Remember:   

Checks need to be made to CSUMC  
separate check from your offering - 

 do not include this payment in with your church offering.   
Thank You. 

Checks/Payments due into the church office by August 1, 2021—
please mark “WhiteCaps” on the check 

E-Giving:   Be sure to check out our website:  www.cedarspringsumc.org.   

 

We now have the ability to do offerings electronically.   Just click on the “Online Giving” button located on any 

web page or the menu at the top and follow the instructions.  If you have any questions, please contact the 

church office. 
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5 Ways Kids Hope USA Mentors 
Are Making a Difference 

(From the KHUSA website celebrating the 25th Anniver-
sary) 

1. Mentors are modeling friendship.  
Mentors are present, invested, and committed to building 
relationships with their student. 

2. Mentors are representing their church community. 
Whenever mentors enter schools, they are sharing the light of 
Christ through their actions and exemplifying the life-change that 
can happen when church members band together to 
show love, care, and support to their community. 

3. Mentors are connecting with their local school.  
Mentors are partnering with teachers and counselors to provide 
additional one-on-one time for children needing extra support 
from caring adults. 

4. Mentors are feeling inspired by their students.  
Mentors and students are inspiring each other to try new things 
and be curious about the world as they learn and explore together. 

5. Mentors are joining something bigger than them-
selves. 
Through Kids Hope USA programs, thousands of lives are being 
changed as volunteer mentors across the country contribute to 
thriving students, schools, and communities. 
 

CSUMC has been affiliated with Kids Hope USA for 11 years. Due to 
Covid restrictions we could not meet with our kids this year, but 
we are praying that all will be back to normal in the fall. If you are 
interested in joining this ministry, please contact Janis Opperman 
at 616-262-6507 

 
Next Blood Drive @ Cedar Springs UMC  

 
Tuesday, August  17 

 starting @ 12:30 p.m. 

Back to School Blessing  
 
Students of all ages are invited to bring their backpacks to the 9:30 worship service Sunday, August 22nd. We will gather 
to pray for the 2021 - 22 school year as well  for those receiving the school supplies we collected two summers ago.  Af-
ter the blessing students may go to the fellowship hall to pack the school supplies in bags to send where needed.  
 
Plans are underway for fall Christian education classes to resume; watch for more information on start date and time.  
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Birthdays 

 

Aug. 2 Danielle Phillips 

Aug. 5 Karen Young 

Aug. 6 Frances Abel 

Aug. 9 Jenny Jo Collin 

Aug. 10 James Scott 

Aug. 11 Allison Scott 

Aug. 12 Lena Wesche 

Aug. 13 Steve Mueller 

Aug. 17 Nancy Buck 

Aug. 19 Darcey Raymond 

Aug. 21 Judy Murray 

Aug. 23 Tim Covell 

Aug. 27  Sabrina Tabor 

Aug. 30 Nancy Carlson 

 Anniversaries 

 

Aug 13 James & Tina Duran 

Aug. 14 Dennis & Nancy Buck 

Aug. 20 John & Cindy Wolfe 

Aug. 25 Gerry & Gloria Gebhardt 

  

If  we have missed your Birthday or Anniversary,   
please let the office know. 
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                                                                                            Calendar of events & meetings    

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Weekly  
9:30am –
Worship  
 

11am-Adult 
Bible Study on-
line 
 

Evenings-
Online Worship 
 

Weekly  
Phone Office 
Hours 
(phone calls & 
appointments. 
only) 
9am-12pm   

Weekly 
Office Hours 
9a.m.-12pm 
 

CS Food Pantry 
Drive-thru 9-
11am for NKC  
 
10am-Women’s 
Bible Study 

Weekly  
Office Hours 
9a.m.-12pm 
 

C.S. Food 
Pantry Drive-
thru 9-11am for 
NKC Clients  

Weekly  
Office Hours 
9a.m.-12pm 
 

C.S. Food 
Pantry Drive-
thru 9-11am for 
NKC Clients  

Weekly  
 
Office closed 

Weekly  

1 
 

2 3 4 
 
6:45pm-Choir 
Rehersal 

5 6 7 

8 
 
3p m-Green 
Acres 
Worship 

9 10 
 
1PM-Love & 
Stitches 

11 12 13 14 
 
10:30am-
UMW Meeting 

15 
 
Chimes 
Articles Due! 

16 
 
5:30pm-
Finance Mtg 
 
6:30pm– 
Church 
Council Mtg 

17 
 
12:30pm—Blood 
Drive 
 

18 19 20 21 

22 
 
2pm-
WhiteCaps 
Game 

23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 
 

31     

Upcoming Holiday 
 

Labor Day - Monday,  September 6th 
Church Office is closed for the holiday. 
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OUR VISION AT CEDAR SPRINGS UMC: 
We share the love and hope of Jesus Christ... 
 

 by inviting people of all ages to participate with 

 openness and sincerity 

 by worshipping through music and fellowship 

 by studying God's Word together 

 by praying and caring for each other 

 by serving each other, our community, and 

 our world 

 by giving of our time, talent, gifts, and resources 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 140 S. Main St., PO Box K    
        Cedar Springs MI 49319        

Pastor  
 

Michelle Vallier 
pastormvallier@outlook.com 

Phone:  (231) 329-5483 
 

Pastor Office Hours 
 

Monday 
9:00 a.m.—1:00 pm 

 
 

Treasurer—Lori Graham 
Office Hours 

Thursdays:  9:00a.m.-12:00p.m. 
 

Ministry Assistant 
 

Jennifer August 
office@cedarspringsumc.org   

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday (phone hours only) 

9:00a.m. to 12:00p.m. 
Tuesday-Thursday (in office) 

9:00a.m. to 12:00p.m. 
 

Church Office  
Phone:  616-696-1140 

 
Website & Email 

www.cedarspringsumc.org 
office@cedarspringsumc.org 

Chimes Newsletter Articles: 
 

Send information to  
office e-mail  Subject line 

“Chimes”  
by the 15

th
 of each month. 

 

Worship Schedule 
  

Sunday Worship Service  
at 9:30 a.m. 

 
 

Wednesdays:  
(On Hold) 

6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 
With a 5:30pm dinner 

Find us on Facebook:  Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 

Chimes   

August 2021 

http://www.umc.org/atf/cf/%7bDB6A45E4-C446-4248-82C8-E131B6424741%7d/cross_and_flame_color.jpg
mailto:pastormvallier@outlook.com

