
 

  

            Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 
                      We Share the Love and Hope 

          of Jesus Christ.  
 

Dear Siblings in Christ, 

I am excited to begin this journey with you, and look forward to meeting all of you 

in the coming weeks. This is a season of change, as you welcome me as your new 

pastor, as I enter into this new phase of my call to ministry, and as we all experi-

ence yet another set of changes in Covid-19 safety protocols. Change can bring 

excitement and new inspiration, while it also brings trepidation and uncertainty. 

Each of us may experience different parts of that emotional spectrum, for different 

reasons. I would challenge all of us to be open to a new awareness of long-held 

traditions as we also embrace the potential for further innovations and creative out-

reach.  

This time of change calls us to deep listening to God and to 

one another, as we discern our best paths forward, living out 

our faith in God as a community. Who are we called to be? 

Whom are we called to serve? Let’s continue asking these 

questions, and more, as we grow together. 

    In Christ’s Love,  Pastor Michelle 
 
************************************************************************************************* 

Cedar Springs Staff Hours 
 

Pastor:  Michelle Vallier (231) 329-5483 
Pastor Email:  pastormvallier@outlook.com 

Pastor’s Office Hours: Monday – 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 

Ministry Assistant: Jennifer August (616) 696-1140   
Church Office Email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org 

 
Church Office Hours:   

Phone Hours: Monday thru Thursday - 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Office Hours: Tuesday thru Thursday - 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 
Treasurer:  Lori Graham (616) 696-1140 

Treasurer Email:  treasurer@cedarspringsumc.org 
Treasurer’s Hours:  Thursdays - 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 

July 2021 

mailto:pastormvallier@outlook.com
mailto:office@cedarspringsumc.org


2 

 

Prayer is the primary work of God’s people.  It is a vital connection to 
God where we can hear from, listen to, and respond to God.   
We encourage you to pray as part of being a healthy disciple.  
 
If you would like to add someone to the prayer list, please contact the church office 
at:  616-696-1140 or  email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org.   
Names will remain on the prayer list for 1 month unless notified.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please keeps these families in your prayers: 
 

Frances Abel, Jeff & Mari Anne Jones,  
Ed Abel and families 

 
Jerry & Betty VanderWal 

Members Friends In Care Facilities 

Helen & Bud Gambee Family of Mark Schumann The Brook of C.S.- 

Steve & Karen Mueller Lori Graham    Bev Wesche 

Darcey Raymond Mary Gilchrist Pilgrim Manor 

Woody & Jan Avis Tim Price    Frances Abel 

Gerry & Lois Collis Randy Benedict Metron of C.S. - 

Dan & Diane Christie      Rose Hunter 

Wayne & June Price     

Fred & Carollee Gunnell     

      

      

Kids Hope USA: Mentors, Prayer Partners, and Students 

In Our Country’s Service: 

Jordan Ackerman Aaron Burnside Tyler Hinton 

Mitchell Phillips Elisabeth Bullen David Segard III 

Nick Segard Peter & Mikelle Noreen Jenny Jo Collin (Mueller) 

James & Jackie (Champion) Finley 

Ben & Sarah (Noreen) Smith- Kate, Jessica 

Church family, 
Thank you to all for support, cards, and well wishes while I have gone through Car T Cell clinical trail treat-
ment. I was at the U of Chicago Hospital for much of April and May. Some time in the hospital and some in an 
apartment there with regular hospital visits. I am still recovering but doing well. I am able to do more activity 
but still remain at home to avoid exposure to illnesses and I tire quickly. My immune system is still poor and I 
cannot get Covid-19 vaccine until the end of July because the chemo will destroy it. I look forward to returning 
to church and being with all after being vaccinated.  
 

Recovery from Car T is slower than I desire. Car T involved genetically modifying my white blood cells and re-
infusing them to my system. They now attack and destroy cancer cells.    Ranger Steve Mueller 

mailto:office@cedarspringsumc.org
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A warm “Welcome to CSUMC” to our new Pastor, 
Michelle Vallier and her daughter, Sage.  We look for-
ward to getting to know you and working together to 
help our church continue to grow.  
 
Pastor Michelle’s first service was Sunday, July 4 and 
we celebrated with her by having cake and coffee im-
mediately following so that everyone can meet her. 

Church Task Force Update 
 
 

Church Task Force Update:  Our Task Force met June 15, 2021 and the following updates were agreed upon to our guidelines for 
keeping members safe: 
 

Sunday Worship:   
Vaccinated church attendees will not be required to wear a mask.   
Unvaccinated church attendees will be required to wear a mask until seated and then mask can be removed.   
 

Connect Cards will be used for attendance, we ask that everyone please fill one out and place it in the offering dish at the back of 
church.  Thank you for your assistance with this. 
 

Coffee Fellowship has started back up – There will be only coffee & conversation  
 

Outside Groups/Building Use – At this time it was in agreement that the use of the church building will still be limited to Church 
Groups only – with the exception of the monthly blood drive and the following: 
 

Funerals – allowed for members or family of members, small funeral of up to 50 persons, no luncheons. 
 

Small Church Groups:  Can meet again in the church– you must contact the church office to schedule on the calendar your meet-
ings. 
 

Thank you everyone for following these guidelines and keeping each other safe and healthy. 

 
Our church’s summer Adopt-a-Highway pick up is scheduled for July 17 at 9 AM. The rain date is 
July 24. We will link up in the parking lot behind the store at the corner of Algoma Ave and 17 
Mile Rd. I will safety vests and bags. Please bring your own gloves, pick up tool, and water.  

 
Prior to coming, please take time to watch the safety video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ZjNi5MCTl9g. This is a church wide function, everyone is welcome. There is an age cut off of 12, 
otherwise there are no restrictions.  

 
The more folks that come, the less time it takes!   If you have questions or would like more information, please call Tom 
Noreen at 616-260-0881 or email at tomnoreen@aol.com.  

E-Giving:   Be sure to check out our website:  www.cedarspringsumc.org.   

 

We now have the ability to do offerings electronically.   Just click on the “Online Giving” button located on any 

web page or the menu at the top and follow the instructions.  If you have any questions, please contact the 

church office. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZjNi5MCTl9g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZjNi5MCTl9g
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There is continuing Domestic Disaster Relief needed, follow-
ing fire and flooding in Oregon.  International Disaster Relief 
is needed in Africa following the eruption of a volcano in East 
Congo.  And International Refugee Relief has never been 
needed more.  Also, UMCOR is actively working with agen-
cies in India fighting the COVID crisis there.  How do we se-
lect a mission focus for the month of July? 

 
Family Promise will be starting up again in the North Kent area very soon.  
There will be some basic re-start costs for food and personal care supplies.  How do 
we select a mission focus for the month of July? 
. 
Another possibility would be Water for Life. Since we are having a dry summer here 
across much of the US, there might be a stronger awareness of the importance of 
readily available water that would find support. How do we select a mission focus for 
the month of July? 
 
What about the Plight of Refugees at our Southern Border?  What can be done to 
solve some of the problems in Mexico, Guatemala, and El Salvador so people have a 
solution other than leaving their homes and families to embark on a dangerous jour-
ney to an unfamiliar country who may not accept them.   How do we select a mission 
focus for the month of July? 
 
And Climate Change and our Increasing Carbon Footprint?  Gun Violence right here 
in West Michigan.  Churches that must Close for Lack of Attendance and Financial 
Support as close as our own denomination in Kent City.  What do we do?  There 
are so many needs…. How do we pick one? 
 
Perhaps we begin with one minute of prayer each day in the month of July?  Ask God 
to direct each of us individually to do what we need to do help His plan.  Then take 
that action that God has pointed you to and do it, however small.  Write down that ac-
tion on a note card and place it in Sunday’s offering each week along with your gener-
ous donation earmarked to one of the mission emphases highlighted above. 
 
May God continue to bless each and every one of you as you reach out in mission 
this July. 
 
Your Mission Team 

Card Care  Ministry:   
 
"We are still looking for someone who would be will-
ing to do the card care ministry during the winter 
months.  Nancy Nielsen goes south for the winter and 
has offered to assist with this ministry until fall.  
Please contact the church office if you are interested. 

Welcome & Check-in  
We are in need of volunteers to as-
sist with welcoming guests and visi-
tors to our Sunday morning worship.  
Contact the church office if you can 
help with this. 
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 Habitat for Humanity Mission Trip  
 
Dan Davis, Sid Kempf, and I headed up north on June 6 for our annual 
mission trip to work with Habitat HiawathaLand in Manistique, MI. Since 
2005, we’ve spent a week working projects for them. Going up there, we 
knew that they wanted us to build some storage units in the pole barn we 

began last year. There was also a possibility that we would work with a group of Habitat RVer’s as 
they started the first new build in over ten years for the Dan and Julie Wood family. Dan was a con-
tractor and was definitely putting in his sweat equity on the project.  
 
We painted and did the trim work for the last house that was built for Jim and Jodi Menominee and 
their three daughters. The week after we left, Governor Jennifer Granholm stopped in to dedicate 
the house! A missed photo-op for the group. We still see them every year. Dan met with Jodi and 
Amanda. 
 
The first day we built a number of shelving units in the barn. After supper, we stopped by the new 
build site on our way to our annual visit to Big Spring  (Kitch-Iti-Kipi) State Park. The basement was 
there. It was a new construction technique for me. The forms had been lined with one inch 
Styrofoam before the concrete was poured.  
 
The second day, we built an adjustable storage unit for windows and doors. In the afternoon, we 
went out to help at the new build. Sid and I put the center beam up in the basement. While we were 
doing that, the RV crew and Dan started putting the floor trusses into place. After we got the beam 
up, Sid and I boxed in around the stairwell opening and another opening that will accommodate a 
sunken shower for an at grade access shower. 
 
Day three we built racks to store their scaffolding plus another set of shelving in the morning. The 
scaffolding itself hangs from a frame on the wall, the decking is stacked leaned next to it, and brac-
ing is neatly stored along the end wall. Everything is in one place and easy to access. That after-
noon we returned to the new build site and helped finish putting a waterproof membrane over the 
exterior of the basement walls to protect the exposed Styrofoam. We were finished there early, so 
went back and put up a gate between the two garages to restrict access to the exterior storage. 
 
On Thursday morning, we built another set of shelving and some ladder racks to hold folding lad-
ders. Normally, you have Wednesday afternoon off to do some exploring. Because we were needed 
at the new build, our exploration day got pushed to Thursday. Just before lunch, Ann McGregor, the 
affiliate’s executive director, told us the RVer’s would like us to help. We said we would. That after-
noon we began putting the floor decking down.  
 
Friday morning found us back on site and by noon we had all the decking down. The following week 
more RVer’s were coming in to begin the framing process. They planned to have the exterior walls 
and roof trusses finished by the end of that week.  
 
After lunch we did take our afternoon trip and went to Lafayette State Park on the Garden Peninsu-
la. It’s an old iron smelting “factory town” dating from the mid 1860’s that has been preserved. Key 
structures include the two smelting furnaces, hotel, a number of houses and stores, and a work-
shop. Iron ore was shipped into the scenic natural harbor, limestone was mined from the surround-
ing area and charcoal was made from the then abundant hardwoods. The resulting pig iron was 
shipped to the steel mills. The furnaces ran for about 20 years before the charcoal ran out. 
 
We had a successful trip getting many things accomplished. We want to thank the church for mak-
ing the trip possible with your support. Next year we plan on going back the second week in July. 
Save the date and join us.  
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Please send your special messages, prayers  and “Thank You” notes to the Church Office if you 
would like them in the Chimes Newsletter.  You can drop off or email to:  
office@cedarspringsumc.org 
———————————————————————————————————————————— 
We also welcome photos that we might be able to share!  Send photos of Church events to the above 
email with Subject Line:  “Church Photos”.  Please include a brief note about the event/photo and we 
may use it in the newsletter. 

Sharing Our Commissions 

Keith Caldwell, Chairperson Evangelism Outreach 

Wow! Summertime is here! Wonderful things are happening and days are full of activity.  
 
July 1st we will welcome pastor Michelle Vallier to shepherd our congregation at CSUMC. Let’s take a moment to let her 
know how much we appreciate her coming to Cedar Springs UMC.  
 
Outreach will be looking for projects in the community to make disciples of our Lord, There is a suggestion box near the 
fireplace please make suggestions and let us know how you would like to help to change the world. Watch the bulletin 
and screens, for meeting times and projects. Our meetings are open and everyone is welcome. Your ideas are cher-
ished. Please feel free to join us.  
 
I recently attended the Michigan Annual conference for the UMC and the following report is a compilation of the actions 
taken. Also, a copy of the resolution booklet is available in the library. 
 

MICHIGAN ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2021 LEGISLATION REPORT 

https://michiganumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/YELLOW-PAGES-Compiled-report-2021.pdf  

        Habitat  Trip  2021 

Sid Kempf boxing in the 
stairwell opening. 
 
(Above) 
We used one of our last “buy
-a-stud” studs when making 
the shelves. 
 
Scaffolding and ladder stor-
age systems.  

https://michiganumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/YELLOW-PAGES-Compiled-report-2021.pdf
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Cedar Springs Community  
Food Pantry Report 

 

Clients for the month of May 2021 
  
 Families Served                  00   
 Adults Served                    00 
 Children Served          0  

Support our local food pantries that are assisting  the com-
munity’s food needs.  At this time  
 

The Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry is also asking 
for both monetary & food item donations so that they can 
make sure their pantry stays stocked and ready.  Donations 
can be made & mailed to the CSUMC—designate on check 
“CS Food Pantry”.  Donation of items can be arranged by 

Feeding America, West Michigan Food Bank  
 

Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry can buy food from 
Feeding America for 16  & 18 cents per pound!   If you wish to 
send a donation directly to them at: 

 

Feeding America—West Michigan Food Bank  
864 West River Center Dr. NE 
Comstock Park MI 49321-8955 

 

ADD:  CSUMC Community Food Pantry  Number 01290  so 
your gift can be applied to our account.  Thank you for your 

Food Pantry Update:  Our food pantry is currently operating 
as a drive-thru pantry due to COVID.  We have reviewed the 
updates in Michigan and at this time the Church Task Force 
has agreed that starting September 2021 we will return to in
-person pantry service.   
Numbers of clients are expected to rise back to or above 
previous numbers now that the extra assistance that the 
state and federal governments provided families is coming 
to an end.  Rest assured, our pantry has been building up 
its shelves in anticipation of this.  Thank you for your contin-
ued support of the Cedar Springs Food Pantry. 

Meijer is a family company focused on enriching lives in the communities we serve. 

Thanks to our generous customers & a strong commitment from our food pantry 
partners, Simply Give continues to be successful in feeding hungry families in our 
local communities. The program has generated more than $64 million in food dona-

tions throughout the Midwest since its inception in November 2008. 
 

In our continued deep-rooted hunger relief efforts, we will be kicking-off the Fall Simply Give Campaign this coming July. The cam-
paign will run a total of thirteen weeks from the dates of Sunday, July 4, 2021, through Saturday, October 2, 2021.  Your partnering 
Meijer store for this campaign will be the following location: 

 

        248 - SOLON TOWNSHIP,  3700 17 Mile Rd., N.E.,  Cedar Springs, MI 49319-7974 
 

Double Match Days Will Continue… 
 

· During the fall campaign, the Double Match Days will be held on Saturday, August 14, 2021, and Saturday August 28, 2021. 
 

· For every $10 Simply Give card purchased on these dates, Meijer will provide an additional contribution of $20, bringing the total to 
$30 for a single customer purchase. 
 

· Purchases up to $5,000 between the two Double Match Days will be matched by Meijer up to a maximum donation of $10,000 per 
pantry/campaign. 
 
The sole purpose of the Simply Give program is to help our food pantry partners feed the growing number of hungry families in the 
communities we serve. Our goal is to diligently work to be good stewards of these generous contributions by ensuring they are only 
used to purchase food items to stock our valued pantry partners shelves.    Food insecurity continues to be on the rise in the commu-
nities we serve, which makes our commitment to the cause vital. Thank you for joining us as we work to help end hunger. We could-
n’t do this without your support and partnership! 
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Cedar Springs UMC Night @ the Ballpark! 
 

Date: August 22nd @2pm 
($13.50 Per Person) 

Seating: Reserve 
A sign-up sheet will be in the church outside of the Sanctuary. 

 
Remember:   

Checks need to be made to CSUMC  
separate check from your offering - 

 do not include this payment in with your church offering.   
Thank You. 

Checks/Payments due into the church office by August 1, 2021—
please mark “WhiteCaps” on the check 
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5 Ways Kids Hope USA Teachers 
Are Making a Difference 

(From KHUSA website in celebration of  
the 25th anniversary celebration) 

 

1. Teachers believe in equipping children with the tools 
to help them reach their dreams. (Teachers are invested 
in the lives of students, and recognize that they play an im-
portant role in the development of their goals and ambitions.) 

 

2. Teachers recognize the value of one-on-one time with a 
caring adult. (Teachers thoughtfully recommend students to be 
paired with a mentor as they recognize the value that one-on-one 
time with a caring adult provides in a child’s life.) 
 

3. Teachers help mentors and students get to know one 
another. (Teachers bridge a connection as mentors and students 
begin their friendship.) 
 

4. Teachers inspire students to try new things. (Teachers 
inspire students to participate in different activities, learn new 
subjects, and discover their passions.) 
 

5. Teachers see mentors as an important figure in helping 
develop the whole child. (Teachers welcome Kids Hope USA 
mentors into their buildings and classrooms with the shared belief 
that life-changing relationships can be built one at a time.) 
 
CSUMC has a healthy relationship with our local elementary schools and 
their teachers. Please pray that we will be able to continue this ministry 
when school resumes in the fall. If you are interested in joining us, please 
contact Janis Opperman at 616-262-6507. 

 
Next Blood Drive @ 
Cedar Springs UMC  

 
Tuesday, July 20 

 starting @ 12:30 p.m. 

Family Promise of Grand Rapids is hosting our 3rd annual family community event 
called Family Frolic at the Zoo! The wonderful Emily Linnert, from WOOD TV8, will 
be our emcee for the evening and believe us - it’s going to be a fun-filled night! We’ll 
have prizes, giveaways, a scavenger hunt for kids and of course ANIMALS! All ages 
are welcome.    
Check out our link:   
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/family-frolic-at-the-zoo-2021-tickets-157076452899 
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Please send your special messages, prayers  and “Thank You” notes to the Church Office if you 
would like them in the Chimes Newsletter.  You can drop off or email to:  
office@cedarspringsumc.org 
———————————————————————————————————————————— 
We also welcome photos that we might be able to share!  Send photos of Church events to the above 
email with Subject Line:  “Church Photos”.  Please include a brief note about the event/photo and we 
may use it in the newsletter. 

If  we have missed your Birthday or Anniversary,   
please let the office know. 

 

July   1 Tim & Jennifer August 
July  2 Harold & Janice Hulst 
July   6 Clare & Connie Kidder 
July   8 Tom & Nancy Noreen  
July   10 Phil & Sue Harrison 
July   29 Dan & Sondra Nielsen  
 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

Ruth DeYoung  1 
Timothy Scott  10 
Ralph Young  11 
Peyton Thacker  11 
Ralph Young  11 
Mari Anne Jones  15 
Kerri Mayo   15 
Kathleen Raudenbush 16 
Dawn Hall   17 
Helene Caldwell  18 
Dan Nielsen  22 
Madelyn Reister  22 
Robin Kribbet  23 
Gibson Reister  29 
Dennis Buck  30 
George DeYoung  30 
Gloria Gebhardt  30 
Mike Price   30 
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                                                                                            Calendar of events & meetings    

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Weekly  
9:30am –
Worship  
 

11am-Adult 
Bible Study on-
line 
 

Evenings-
Online Worship 
 

Weekly  
Phone Office 
Hours 
(phone calls & 
appointments. 
only) 
9am-1pm   

Weekly 
Office Hours 
9a.m.-12pm 
 

C.S. Food 
Pantry Drive-
thru 9-11am for 
NKC Clients  
 

 

Weekly  
Office Hours 
9a.m.-12pm 
 

C.S. Food 
Pantry Drive-
thru 9-11am for 
NKC Clients  

Weekly  
Office Hours 
9a.m.-12pm 
 

C.S. Food 
Pantry Drive-
thru 9-11am for 
NKC Clients  

Weekly  
 
Office closed 

Weekly  

 
 

   1 2 3 

4 
Independence 
Day 

5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 
 
12:30pm- 
Blood Drive 
 
 

14 15 
Chimes Articles 
Due 

16 17 

18 
 

19 
5:30pm-
Finance Mtg 
 
No 
Council Mtg 
this month. 

20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 
 
 

27 28 29 30 31 
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OUR VISION AT CEDAR SPRINGS UMC: 
We share the love and hope of Jesus Christ... 
 

 by inviting people of all ages to participate with 

 openness and sincerity 

 by worshipping through music and fellowship 

 by studying God's Word together 

 by praying and caring for each other 

 by serving each other, our community, and 

 our world 

 by giving of our time, talent, gifts, and resources 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 140 S. Main St., PO Box K    
        Cedar Springs MI 49319        

Pastor  
 

Michelle Vallier 
pastormvallier@outlook.com 

Phone:  (231) 329-5483 
 

Pastor Office Hours 
 

Monday 
9:00 a.m.—1:00 pm 

 
 

Treasurer—Lori Graham 
Office Hours 

Thursdays:  9:00a.m.-12:00p.m. 
 

Ministry Assistant 
 

Jennifer August 
office@cedarspringsumc.org   

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday (phone hours only) 

9:00a.m. to 12:00p.m. 
Tuesday-Thursday (in office) 

9:00a.m. to 12:00p.m. 
 

Church Office  
Phone:  616-696-1140 

 
Website & Email 

www.cedarspringsumc.org 
office@cedarspringsumc.org 

Chimes Newsletter Articles: 
 

Send information to  
office e-mail  Subject line 

“Chimes”  
by the 15

th
 of each month. 

 

Worship Schedule 
  

Sunday Worship Service  
at 9:30 a.m. 

 
 

Wednesdays:  
(On Hold) 

6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 
With a 5:30pm dinner 

Find us on Facebook:  Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 

Chimes   

July 2021 

http://www.umc.org/atf/cf/%7bDB6A45E4-C446-4248-82C8-E131B6424741%7d/cross_and_flame_color.jpg
mailto:pastormvallier@outlook.com

