
 

  

            Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 
                      We Share the Love and Hope 

          of Jesus Christ.  
 

  Pastor Larry’s Ponderings 
 
As you undoubtably know by now, I will be leaving Cedar 
Springs at the end of June.  I heard a rumor that I was be-
ing shipped off to Indiana, but no, I will be the pastor of Bat-
tle Creek 1

st
 United Methodist Church starting July 1

st
, 

2021.  I want to tell you that this was not my choice or de-
sire.  I was surprised to learn of my departure, and the deci-
sion to move me had nothing to do with Cedar Springs Unit-
ed Methodist Church.  The reason for my move is due to 
the closing of Kent City Chapel Hill United Methodist 
Church.  Their last service will be on May 9

th
, and I ask that 

you keep that congregation in your prayers.  This is a very 
difficult time for them, as they grieve the loss of their church 
home and as they each family looks for a new church to call 
their own.   
I want to share with you a bit of this week’s scripture that I 
found illuminating to this current situation, which is not un-

common in my experience. 
 “
Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the 

vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 
5 
I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who 

abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:4-
5) 
Here Jesus is telling his disciples (and us) to pitch tent with him.  He is saying to make your home in 
him, and He will make His home in you.  This is a very intimate bit of imagery Jesus invokes to in-
struct us.  He doesn’t say to make yourself at home in the Church, or to get real comfortable with 
the pastor you have.  He calls us to make our home in Him and asks us to invite Him to pitch tent in 
our hearts.  This is the relationship that matters most.  Now, do not misunderstand me.  Our relation-
ship over the past year has been important.  I am continually surprised by the 
love a pastor develops for his congregation.  But the most important relation-
ship is between you and Jesus Christ.  This is a relationship that blooms and 
bears much fruit and cannot be compared to any other.  I will mourn the loss 
of this congregation to me.  I will remember the good times and rejoice in the 
love we shared.  Much change is ahead for all of us, but we must remember 
that one thing is always rock steady, and that is the love we share with Je-
sus.  His love for us abounds and is steadfast.  Trust in Him to carry us 
through this challenging period in our lives. 
With Blessings of peace and love to you all, Pastor Larry 

May 2021 

Please send your special messages, prayers  and “Thank You” notes to the Church Office if you 
would like them in the Chimes Newsletter.  You can drop off or email to:  
office@cedarspringsumc.org 
———————————————————————————————————————————— 
We also welcome photos that we might be able to share!  Send photos of Church events to the above 
email with Subject Line:  “Church Photos”.  Please include a brief note about the event/photo and we 
may use it in the newsletter. 
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Prayer is the primary work of God’s people.  It is a vital connection to God where 
we can hear from, listen to, and respond to God.  We encourage you to pray as 
part of being a healthy disciple.  
 
If you would like to add someone to the prayer list, please contact the church office @  
616-696-1140 or  email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org.   
Names will remain on the prayer list for 1 month unless notified.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Members Friends In Care Facilities 

Helen & Bud Gambee Mark Price The Brook of C.S.- 

Steve & Karen Mueller Family of Cindy Caldwell    Bev Wesche 

Chris Segard Jean Anderson    Albert Abel 

Darcey Raymond Jack Dunaven Pilgrim Manor 

Keith Caldwell Jeff Hansen    Frances Abel 

Judy Murray Cathy Redman Metron of C.S. - 

Woody & Jan Avis Tim Price    Rose Hunter 

Gerry & Lois Collis Randy Benedict   

Dan & Diane Christie     

Wayne & June Price     

Fred & Carollee Gunnell     

      

      

Kids Hope USA: Mentors, Prayer Partners, and Students 

In Our Country’s Service: 

Jordan Ackerman Aaron Burnside Tyler Hinton 

Mitchell Phillips Elisabeth Bullen David Segard III 

Nick Segard Peter & Mikelle Noreen Jenny Jo Collin (Mueller) 

James & Jackie (Champion) Finley 

Ben & Sarah (Noreen) Smith- Kate, Jessica 

 
Please keeps these families in your prayers: 
 
Our condolences go  to Tim & Jennifer August  
and family on the passing of Jennifer’s mother, 
Marlene Nemecek.   

Steve Mueller is having cancer treatment in Chicago and he 
& Karen will be staying there a few weeks.  Let's surround 
them with our hugs, prayers, and well wishes.   
The address is:  Steve & Karen Mueller. 
   Apt. 703, 5454 S. Shore Drive 
   Chicago, IL 60615 

mailto:office@cedarspringsumc.org


 

3 

Bob and I would like to Thank everyone for the prayers 
and thoughts.  We would also like to thank you for the 
lovely dinners and the cards sent to us. We appreciate 
everyone’s kindness. 
     Bob & Judy Murray 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Kudos to Barb and Duff Kilts for their hard work in cleaning and mulching the 
flower beds around the church. It looks wonderful! Thanks, too, to Jerry 
VanderWal, who has been quietly taking care of the church and parsonage 
grounds for years, and recently passed the torch Barb and Duffy. We'd also like 
to thank Janis and Ivan Opperman (Shaner Nursery) for donating the mulch. It 
takes a lot of people with different talents to keep a church functioning, and we 
appreciate all the volunteer support that we have. If you'd like to help, too, let the 
office know. There are plenty of jobs to go around! 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Administrative Assistant Day—Thank you to my CSUMC family for making me 
feel so loved and appreciated.  The flowers were beautiful and we will enjoy the 
meal.  It is truly a joy working with such great people. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Thanks you everyone for all of the prayers, cards, meals and support offered to 
our family during this time.  We will miss Mom, but know that she is in a far great-
er place and watching over us all.  We appreciate everything. 

     Tim & Jennifer August and family 
     Ivan Nemecek 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

First, I want to thank Ann Scott; Andy, Ben, and Joe Drier; and Nan-
cy Noreen for their help in picking up our two miles of 17 Mile Road 
between Algoma and Olin Lakes Avenues. We set a record of 13 
bags of trash. That’s about double of what we normally collect. 

 
We have two more cleanups this year. The next one is 17 July with a rain date of 24 
July. The final one of the season is scheduled for 25 September and a rain date of 3 
October. I will need someone to take charge of the July cleanup for sure as I will be 
out of town for work. Mark these dates on your calendar and join us as we make one 
small part of our community cleaner.  
 
If you have questions or would like more information, please call Tom Noreen at 616-
260-0881 or email at tomnoreen@aol.com.  
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Do you want to make a difference in someone’s life? Have you ever had a task or a need that you 
could not get done because either you did not know how or have the resources to do it? That is why 
the prophets of the Old Testament said over and over again what does God want but for us to care 
for the widow, the alien, and the poor. In the New Testament, Jesus tells us to love our neighbor as 
we love and  would like to be loved. One way we do that in our church is through the Cedar Springs 
Community Food Pantry we host. 
 
Another way is through our mission trips. Since 2004, we have gone on a weeklong mission trip 
where we have done our best to “make a difference in someone’s life.” The majority of these trips 
have been to Manistique, MI where we have worked with the staff for Habitat for Hiawatha Land and 
developed long-term relationships with members of the community that we served. As time and 
skills permit, they have worked alongside us as we build or repair their home. Over the years, we 
have watched families grow as they shared their lives with us. 
 
We have sided, insulated, hung drywall, and built decks on new houses and rehabs along with in-
stalling windows, doors, kitchen cabinets, wood flooring, sinks, bathtubs, and the list goes on. Did 
everyone know how to do these things? Of course not! We learn from each other. 
 
Why do we keep going on these trips to sleep on old prison mattresses? One reason is that we are 
called to share our gifts and talents with our neighbors. It is a great time of fellowship and learning. 
Learning not only new skills but also about our teammates and most importantly about ourselves. It 
is rewarding and fulfilling to see the smile on a client’s face when you complete a task that brings 
them closer to owning their own home.  In Mari Anne Jones words, “This will be my 9th year going 
to Manistique (on the Mission trip).   I truly enjoy going and being able to help the people that are in 
need of assistance.   It feels good to be able to help out by using my hands and feet to help serve 
as we are asked to do.” 
 
This year we are heading north on June 6 and will return on June 12. At the same time, our group is 
expanding our mission footprint locally. The faith-based, non-profit, City Impact, has collected a list 
of local projects that we can work on without leaving home. There are two of them in the works. One 
is set for May 8 where we will install baseboard and door molding for a lady in town. 
 
To accomplish these projects, both locally and in the UP, takes resources. For many years we have 
held a “buy a stud” fundraiser. We would buy  2x4x8 studs and “sell” them for $10 after church dur-
ing our fellowship. Many folks got to see their “studs” in action when we showed our pictures. How-
ever, thanks to the continuing building boom, a stud costs $10 and we cannot meet after church. 
Our other major fundraiser was a spaghetti dinner but again that is not feasible. 
 
To help raise the funds needed, the Mission Committee has 
earmarked May’s designated offerings for Mission projects. 
Please prayerfully consider supporting our mission projects 
by donating during the month of May. 
 
 If you have any questions or would like more information, 
please call Tom Noreen at 616-260-0881 or email tom-
noreen@aol.com. 

mailto:tomnoreen@aol.com
mailto:tomnoreen@aol.com
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All women of the church are welcome to come to the meetings and help with our events.   
We would love to have you join us in our faith walk.   
 

2021 UMW Board: 
President:  Mari Anne Jones    Vice-President:  Shari Wesche 
Secretary:  Bonnie Hitchingham    Treasurer:  Betty VanderWal 
Devotions and Inspiration:  open    Nominations:  open 
Awards and Special Recognitions:  Carolyn Davis, open UMW Parsonage Rep:  open 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
2021 Meeting Schedule – Saturday 10AM in the church Library/Parlor:  TBD - at this point we are holding off on scheduling 
meetings until we know when the church will be open.   
 

If you are interested in learning more about UMW, please don’t hesitate to ask one of the ladies listed above.  We always 
welcome questions and interest in what we do and we are always looking to have more ladies join us in our time of fellow-
ship.  You don’t have to be a member of the church to join us.     Blessings,  Mari Anne Jones, UMW President 

Sharing Our Commissions 

Keith Caldwell, Chairperson Evangelism Outreach 

From Acts 2:46-47  
Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread from house to house and ate their food 
with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord add-
ed to their number those who were being saved. As Covid spikes and runs rampant, Oh, Lord, how can we share this 
wondrous love of God? 
I am convinced that the only power we have over this pandemic comes from our faith and prayers.  Please each week 
invite someone to join us in worship and prayer, whether live in the sanctuary or in virtual worship. As we grow in faith 
and add to our numbers God will give us the strength to overcome this pandemic.  

We need more and more ideas.  Share these ideas with Pastor Larry or drop them in the drop box. How can we make 

Jesus known on every street corner in our city, our world? How can we get outside of the building called a church and 

make people the Church? 

Habitat for Humanity Mission Trip  
 

This year’s Habitat for Humanity mission trip is now scheduled for June 6-12. We rescheduled it 
from July. I do not know what the project will be yet but if you are interested please let me know. 
The prerequisites are to be 14, complete a safety course, and have a willing heart. 

 

Last year as we were getting ready to depart, Pastor Larry asked why we went all the way to the UP for our mission trip 
rather than stay local. I can’t remember my answer but the main reason was finding the project(s). This spring, the Lord 
solved that challenge. I made contact with Kelley Bergsma at City Impact and told her what I wanted to do. We set a date 
to meet and the week before I saw an article in the CS Post about a group called Work Camps that were going to do a 
week long mission trip here in the Cedar Springs area in coordination with City Impact. Kelley told me that as a result of 
this group coming to Cedar Springs, City Impact had a stack of home repair requests. Some of which can’t be done by the 
Work Camps. These are being tackled by a local team called Disciple Builders. I recently met with the team chief, Jay 
Mead, and selected a couple of projects in town. If you would be interested in helping on this “local” mission trip, please 
let me know as soon as you can.  Blessings, Tom Noreen  (616-260-0881)  tomnoreen@aol.com   
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Cedar Springs Community  
Food Pantry Report 

 

Clients for the month of March 2021 
  
 Families Served                  25    
 Adults Served                    53 
 Children Served          8  

Support our local food pantries that are assisting  the com-
munity’s food needs.  At this time North Kent Connect is in 
need of monetary donations while they keep their drive-thru 
assistance program going.   Contact:  616-866-3478 for 
more information. 
 
The Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry is also asking 
for both monetary & food item donations so that they can 
make sure their pantry stays stocked and ready for the con-
tinued numbers due to the effects of Covid19.  Donations 
can be made & mailed to the CSUMC—designate on check 
“CS Food Pantry”.  Donation of items can be arranged by 
contacting the church office.  
 

Feeding America, West Michigan Food Bank  
 

Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry can buy food 
from Feeding America for 16  & 18 cents per pound!   If 
you wish to send a donation directly to them at: 

 
Feeding America—West Michigan Food Bank  

864 West River Center Dr. NE 
Comstock Park MI 49321-8955 

 
ADD:  CSUMC Community Food Pantry  Number 01290  
so your gift can be applied to our account.  Thank you for 
your support. 

Card Care  Ministry:   
 

"We are still looking for someone who would 
be willing to do the card care ministry during 
the winter months.  Nancy Nielsen goes 
south for the winter and has offered to assist 
with this ministry until fall.  Please contact 
the church office if you are interested. 

Liturgists:  They guide us in the liturgy, which literally means “the 
work of the people.”   We participate in prayers as a community of 
faith.   Please contact Sue Harrison with questions or to become a 
Liturgist. 

Welcome & Check-in  
We are in need of volunteers 
to assist with checking tem-
peratures and welcoming 
guests and visitors to our 
Sunday morning worship.  
Contact Valerie Drier if you 
can help with this. 

 
Contact the  Church Office for detailed 
information on these or other volunteer  

opportunities! 
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E-Giving:   Be sure to check out our website:  www.cedarspringsumc.org.   
 

We now have the ability to do offerings electronically.   Just click on the “Online 

Giving” button located on any web page or the menu at the top and follow the in-

structions.  If you have any questions, please contact the church office. 

 
Reminders:   
When paying for holiday flowers, altar flowers, event tickets, etc.—please make 
a separate payment from contributions because these transactions need to be 
entered into our accounting system as income due to exchange of goods. 
 

Financial Reports for the church can be obtained  by request from the church treasurer.     
 
Please check out our website (www.cedarspringsumc.org) or contact the office for minutes from the 
meetings of various Committees and Groups serving CSUMC.   
 
Year-end:  Please make sure that you are turning in your receipts for reimbursements need-
ed.  We ask that you turn them in on a monthly basis so that we can keep our accounting records 
up-to-date. 
 

Church Building Use:  
We are starting to open things back up again, so a few reminders to help keep everyone 
safe: 
 

If you have a need to enter the church building during this time, please use the office en-
trance and remember that masks are to be worn inside of the church at all times.   
We also ask that you sign in so that we know who and where in the building people have 
been.  This will help us to keep areas sanitized and safe for all our staff, members and vol-
unteers.  Thank you everyone for taking care of each other. 

Church Business: 
 

Our new treasurer, Lori Graham, has been busy learning the ropes with Art.  They 
have been training and she is quickly getting her feet wet in the office.  Lori’s treas-
urer hours in the church office with be on Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
She can be reached at:  treasurer@cedarspringsumc.org or the church phone:  
(616) 696-1140 if you have any financial questions.. 
 
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
 

New Chairpersons for some of our Commitees: 
 

Financial Chair—Art Gerhardt 
SPRC Chair—Valerie Drier 
Trustee Chair—Mary Brown 
 
If you are interested in sharing your talents on a church committee, please contact a 
member of the Nominations Committee:  Shari Wesche, Pastor Larry or Keith Cald-
well. 
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Send a note 
to say Hello 
& show you 

care 

Check in on 
family and 

friends www.cedarspringsumc.org 

While we have returned to 
 in-person worship we are also 

continuing worship  
online on Sunday Evenings.  

 

You can connect  via YouTube,  
Facebook or on our website’s 

“Worship”.  
  

Please join us in which ever way 
you feel most comfortable at this 

time. 

Next Blood Drive @ Cedar Springs UMC  
 

Tuesday, May 18 starting @ 12:30 p.m. 
 

COVID-19 Antibody Test will be performed  
on all blood donations as part of our standard testing.  

  
 

 
The C.S. Rotary is going to hold a Paper 
Shredding event on June 12. This is a 
great way to get rid of all of your per-
sonal items you don't want the dump-
ster divers to see. West Michigan Shred-
ding will be turn them all into powder 
while you watch. Projected cost is $10 
for 4 banker/book boxes of paper and $5 
for each additional box.  
 
Watch our website and Facebook page 
for more info.  Stay safe! 
   
Tom Noreen(C.S. Rotary Club) 

FOUR BIG LESSONS LEARNED BY BEING A KIDS HOPE MENTOR 
 

1.  Relationships take, time, patience, and flexibility.   The goal is always connection over con-
tent.  Our purpose is to be a friend to the child, making sure that he/she feels valued, treasured, and 
heard. 
 

2.  Always clearly communicate this truth: “I am on your team.”  The longer a mentor and mentee 
relationship lasts, the stronger it becomes.  Not only will mentors have a relationship with the child, but 

with the teachers, principal, and other school staff.  It is said that it takes a village, and, as mentors, we are an important 
part of the child’s village. 
 

3.  Balance form and flexibility.  Kids Hope USA provides a great format for the mentoring hour, but it is important for us 
to be aware of the student’s needs.  We can’t be afraid to try something new.  As we stay with the same child we see that 
their needs vary from week to week and year to year. 
 

4.  Serving as a Kids Hope USA mentor transcends the one-hour mentoring hour with a single student.  People 
notice - and they catch on to goodness that they can see.   Other teachers stop us in the hall to chat and 
share.  Secretaries especially notice changes.  Other children see us take off from class with our child and ask, “Can I be 
your friend, too?” 
 

Hopefully, in the fall of 2021, we can return to our mentoring mission!  Please contact Janis Opperman if you are interest-
ed. 
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Promotion Sunday - 
May 9 - Graduation   

 

 
Our congregation would like 

to recognize and celebrate graduation milestones.   
 

Please call or email the church office with names of first 
graders, high school or college graduates to be sure that 
we don’t miss anyone. 
  

Also, if you are graduating from high school or college, 
please give us information about what activities you have 
been involved in, any honors you have received, and 
what you are planning to do next year so that we can 
share it with our church family.  Thank you!     
 

Send information to:   
 
 Nancy Noreen (nanoreen@aol.com or 696-5186)   

mailto:nanoreen@aol.com
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Birthdays 

May 2 Maggie Totten 

May 5 Roy Covell 

May 8 Bob Murray 

May 13 Wayne Price  

  Sharon French 

May 15 Darin Johnson 

May 18 Christian Covell 

May 18 Andy Drier 

May 21 James Duran 

May 22 Sid Kempf 

May 24 Ella Thompson 

May 28 Michael Forrest 

May 28 Rachel Neiderheide 

May 29 Harold Hulst 

  Marnie Swan 

May 31 Shari Wesche 

Anniversaries 
May 2 Dan & Diane Christie 

May 2 Scott & Danielle Phillips 

May 10 Ivan & Janis Opperman 

May 15 Ralph & Karen Young 

May 26 Brian & Kathy Percy 

 

If we have missed your  

Birthday or Anniversary,   
please let the office know.    

 

Thank you 
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                                                                                            Calendar of events & meetings    

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Weekly  
9:30am –
Worship  
 

11am-Adult 
Bible Study on-
line 
 

Evenings-
Online Worship 
 

Weekly  
Phone Office 
Hours 
(phone calls & 
appointments. 
only) 
9am-1pm   

Weekly 
Office Hours 
9a.m.-12pm 
 

C.S. Food 
Pantry Drive-
thru 9-11am for 
NKC Clients  
 

ZOOM Bible 
Study-6:30pm 

Weekly  
Office Hours 
9a.m.-12pm 
 

C.S. Food 
Pantry Drive-
thru 9-11am for 
NKC Clients  

Weekly  
Office Hours 
9a.m.-12pm 
 

C.S. Food 
Pantry Drive-
thru 9-11am for 
NKC Clients  

Weekly  
 
Office closed 

Weekly  

 
 

     1 

2 
 
Communion 
Sunday 

3 4 5 6 
National Day of 
Prayer 
 
 

7 8 

9 
Happy 
Mother’s Day 
 
Promotion 
Sunday 

10 11 12 13 
 
7pm-Trustee 
Meeting 
 

14 15 
 
Chimes 
Articles Due! 
 
Armed Forces 
Day 

16 
 

17 
5:30pm-
Finance Mtg 
 
6:30pm- 
Council Mtg  

18 
12:30pm-Blood 
Drive 

19 20 21 22 

23 
 
 
 
30 

24 
 
 
 
31 
 
Memorial Day 

25 26 27 28 29 
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OUR VISION AT CEDAR SPRINGS UMC: 
We share the love and hope of Jesus Christ... 
 

 by inviting people of all ages to participate with 

 openness and sincerity 

 by worshipping through music and fellowship 

 by studying God's Word together 

 by praying and caring for each other 

 by serving each other, our community, and 

 our world 

 by giving of our time, talent, gifts, and resources 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 140 S. Main St., PO Box K    
        Cedar Springs MI 49319        

Pastor  
 

Larry French 
pastorlarryfrench@gmail.com 

 
(616) 551-9280 

 

Pastor Office Hours 
 

Tues. & Thurs.  
11:00 am-1:00 pm 

Wed. 9:00 am—1:00 pm 
 

Treasurer—Lori Graham 
Office Hours 

Thursdays:  9:00a.m.-12:00p.m. 

Ministry Assistant 
 

Jennifer August 
office@cedarspringsumc.org   

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday (phone hours only) 

9:00a.m. to 1:00p.m. 
Tuesday-Thursday (in office) 

9:00a.m. to 12:00p.m. 
 

Church Office  
Phone:  616-696-1140 

 
Website & Email 

www.cedarspringsumc.org 
office@cedarspringsumc.org 

Chimes Newsletter Articles: 
 

Send information to  
office e-mail  Subject line 

“Chimes”  
by the 15

th
 of each month. 

 

Worship Schedule 
  

Sunday Worship Service  
at 9:30 a.m. 

 
 

Wednesdays:  
(On Hold) 

6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 
With a 5:30pm dinner 

Find us on Facebook:  Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 

Chimes   

May 2021 

http://www.umc.org/atf/cf/%7bDB6A45E4-C446-4248-82C8-E131B6424741%7d/cross_and_flame_color.jpg

