
 

  

            Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 
                      We Share the Love and Hope 

          of Jesus Christ.  
 

   
 Pastor Larry’s Ponderings…  
 
April is a time of rebirth.  Flowers burst through the 
ground, and bloom with the sunshine and rain.  I think 
April may be my favorite month of all; possibly it is be-
cause of the ushering in of a new season, maybe it’s 
the warmth that returns to our days, or perhaps it’s be-
cause I was born in April.  Each year I feel reborn, hav-
ing made it through another dark Midwest Winter, and 

emerging into the bright days of Spring.  Our gospel lesson starts a fresh new season as well.  Res-
urrection has happened.  Christ is risen!  And now Jesus is spending time with His disciples post-
resurrection.  Jesus spends 40 days with His disciples, teaching them about faith, forgiveness, and 
steadfast love.   
 

What lessons are there for us in this time?  We are a practical people, so how can we believe in a 
risen Christ if we cannot touch the scars on His hands and in His side?  How can we forgive the 
seemingly unforgivable acts we see daily on our newsfeeds?  Is loving our neighbor an antiquated 
idea in this time of division, unrest, and horrific violence?  The state of our nation, and the world as a 
whole, is precisely why we need a risen savior.  If Christ can conquer the grave, then nothing is im-
possible for our God.  We can emerge victorious against seemingly insurmountable opposition only 
if we have God on our side.  Dear friends, we must remain humble at the feet of our Savior.  We 
must remain grateful for all the blessings bestowed upon us by a loving God.  We must remain 
steadfast in our love of God, as God remains steadfast in His love for us. 
 

For some reason, when I think of Spring, I think of kindness.  I don’t know why, but it never hurts to 
be kind.  Remember that we generally do not know what the other person is carrying.  Approaching 
our neighbors with kindness assures that we are not adding harm to whatever they are already deal-
ing with.  Give each other a break.  Hold a door, offer a hand, greet each other with a smile.  It can 
make a huge difference in someone’s day.  More than that, let each other 
know you care.  When you greet each other with: “Hi, how are you?”, mean it 
sincerely.  Answer the question honestly, instead of with the obligatory: “I’m 
good”.  Let each other know how things are truly going, and you might be 
surprised at the help you receive.  Make sure your prayers for your neighbors 
are more than an empty gesture.  Stop what you are doing and PRAY.  Even 
a quick prayer is a communion with God and can change the course of 
things beyond our understanding.  Love God and love each other, as He first 
loved us.          
      Pastor Larry 

April 2021 

Please send your special messages, prayers  and “Thank You” notes to the Church Office if you 
would like them in the Chimes Newsletter.  You can drop off or email to:  
office@cedarspringsumc.org 
———————————————————————————————————————————— 
We also welcome photos that we might be able to share!  Send photos of Church events to the above 
email with Subject Line:  “Church Photos”.  Please include a brief note about the event/photo and we 
may use it in the newsletter. 
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Prayer is the primary work of God’s people.  It is a vital connection to God where we 
can hear from, listen to, and respond to God.  We encourage you to pray as part of 
being a healthy disciple.  

 
If you would like to add someone to the prayer list, please contact the church office @  
616-696-1140 or  email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org.   
Names will remain on the prayer list for 1 month unless notified.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pastor Larry or someone from the congregation would love to connect with you!   Do you know of 
someone who would benefit from a phone call?  Let us know!  
  

We are looking to expand our efforts to keep in connection with all members of Cedar Springs UMC, 
and would like your help!  
  

Simply fill out one of the “Connection Cards” available at the back of the sanctuary and place it in the box.  When filling 
out the card, let us know if your person would benefit most from a call from the pastor, or maybe there is someone spe-
cial from the congregation or the office that you had in mind who might brighten up your person’s day!  You can also 
email this information to the church office at office@cedarspringsumc.org.  Thank you for helping us stay more con-
nected! 

Members Friends In Care Facilities 

Steve Mueller Jean Anderson The Brook of C.S.- 

Chris Segard Jack Dunaven    Bev Wesche 

Darcey Raymond Jeff Hansen    Albert Abel 

Keith Caldwell Cathy Redman    Frances Abel 

Judy Murray Family of Lars Helenius Metron of C.S. - 

Albert & Frances Abel Ric Lewis    Rose Hunter 

Woody & Jan Avis Bill Benson   

Gerry & Lois Collis Dale Waller   

Dan & Diane Christie Tim Price   

Wayne & June Price Randy Benedict   

Fred & Carollee Gunnell     

Bud & Helen Gambee     

      

Kids Hope USA: Mentors, Prayer Partners, and Students 

In Our Country’s Service: 

Jordan Ackerman Aaron Burnside Tyler Hinton 

Mitchell Phillips Elisabeth Bullen David Segard III 

Nick Segard Peter & Mikelle Noreen Jenny Jo Collin (Mueller) 

James & Jackie (Champion) Finley 

Ben & Sarah (Noreen) Smith- Kate, Jessica 

Thank you so much to our CSUMC family for all the prayers, calls and well wishes and sup-
port for Jan, Tammi and myself as we have been dealing with health issues.  We are blessed 
to have so many caring friends and family supporting us.  Woody & Jan Avis 

mailto:office@cedarspringsumc.org
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We would like to welcome Lori Graham to Cedar Springs UMC as 
our new treasurer.  She will be training with Art Gerhardt  during 
the next few months and we are excited to have her  join us in the 
office.  If you see her, please give her a warm “hello”.  Office hours 
for the treasurer will be established soon.  If you have a question for 
Lori or Art, please email:  treasurer@cedarspringsumc.org or give 
the office a call. 

 

Good Friday -Tenebrae – A Service of Shadows. 
You are invited to join us on Friday, April 2

nd
 at 7pm here at 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church for a unique worship 
experience:   
 

Sunrise Easter Service will be held at 7:30am outside at 
Kent City United Methodist Church, and folks from Cedar 
Springs UMC are invited to come and enjoy this service. 
 

Easter Service here at Cedar Springs United Methodist 
Church will be at our regular time of 9:30am.  We are looking 
forward to enjoying Holy Week Services with all our family and friends.  If 
you have any questions, please contact the office or Pastor Larry at pas-
torlarryfrench@gmail.com. 

Matilda Karen Collin was born to Jennifer 
and Michael Collin on March 8th, 2021 in 
San Antonio, Texas.  She was welcomed 
home by her big brother, Daniel Joel, age 19 
months.  Matilda weighed 9 pounds 5 ounc-
es, and was 20 and a half inches long.  Her 
proud grandparents are Steve and Karen 
Mueller of Cedar Springs, Michigan and 
Daniel and Janice Collin of San Antonio.   

mailto:pastorlarryfrench@gmail.com
mailto:pastorlarryfrench@gmail.com
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Send a note 
to 

say 
Hello 

Check in on 
family and 

friends 

www.cedarspringsumc.org 

While we have returned to 
 in-person worship but we are also 

continuing worship  
online on Sunday Evenings.  

 

You can connect  via YouTube,  
Facebook or on our website’s 

“Worship”.  
  

Please join us in which ever way 
you feel most comfortable at this 

time. 

Next Blood Drive @ Cedar Springs UMC  
 

Tuesday, April 20 starting @ 12:30 p.m. 
 

COVID-19 Antibody Test will be performed  
on all blood donations as part of our standard testing.  

This is to make it official, the 
Cedar Springs Rotary Club 
will not hold a Community 
Night this year (2021). We 

are hoping that we can do it again in 2022. 
  
********************************************************************* 

However, we are going 
to hold a Paper Shred-
ding event on June 12. 
This is a great way to 
get rid of all of your 

personal items you don't want the dumpster 
divers to see. West Michigan Shredding will 
be turn them all into powder while you 
watch. Projected cost is $10 for 4 banker/
book boxes of paper and $5 for each addi-
tional box.  
Watch our website and Facebook page for 
more info. 
   
Stay safe! Tom Noreen  
(C.S. Rotary Club—Community Night) 
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We are Easter people! Jesus arose--He didn’t stay in the tomb. Rejoice! We are His church and 
we are meant to serve beyond the walls of our church. It is up to Missions to give opportunity and 
direction to our congregation. 
 
April 4--Easter-- We will receive an additional offering for UMCOR (United Methodist Com-
mittee on Relief). Unless you designate differently, your gifts will go to Greatest Need. 
 
At this time in the church calendar we focus on ministries with Native Americans. Traditionally we 
take an offering for Native American Ministries on the 3rd Sunday following Easter. This offering 
funds support for the education of Pastors and other leaders for indigenous congregations. And 
that continues. However one thing we have learned since COVID is that there  are many prob-
lems in our native communities throughout our country that greatly impact the quality of life there. 
Imagine trying to fight illness when you have no reliable source of clean, running water! 
 
We know that often Native communities often have limited employment opportunities and limited 
health and educational programs. Many are denied the resources they’ve been promised by gov-
ernmental agreements.  Native people are four times more likely to go hungry than the general 
population and their average life expectancy is 20 years less than the national average. 
 
Climate change is impacting Native communities in Alaska where at least one village has been 
moved to higher ground with help from UMCOR.  Another one, on an Aleutian island where salm-
on are their livelihood as well their primary food source has suffered food insecurity because cli-
mate change has made the salmon runs erratic at best and at worst, nearly nonexistent. The 
UMC has stepped in to create a food security program there. They also provide warm clothing for 
children. 
 
April 11, 18 and 24— our mission offering will go to Native American Ministries.  
 
Your generosity will help develop trusted leaders to care for 
their communities spiritually and as advocates who will ena-
ble these citizens to speak up so they can know an im-
proved quality of daily life. This is work today for Easter 
People. We, as the UMC, are already involved with our in-
digenous brothers and sisters in many ways. Together we 
can continue and do more. 

 

If you have garment weight cotton or cot-
ton blend fabric you are not using, the 
ones making Little Dresses for Africa 
would be glad to put it to use.  Call 
Louise Shaw at 696-1182. 
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Cedar Springs Community  
Food Pantry Report 

 

Clients for the month of February 2021 
  
 Families Served                  29 
 Adults Served                    67 
 Children Served          5  

Support our local food pantries that are assisting  the community’s 
food needs.  At this time North Kent Connect is in need of mone-
tary donations while they keep their drive-thru assistance program 
going.   Contact:  616-866-3478 for more information. 
 
The Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry is also asking for both 
monetary & food item donations so that they can make sure their 
pantry stays stocked and ready for the continued numbers due to 
the effects of Covid19.  Donations can be made & mailed to the 
CSUMC—designate on check “CS Food Pantry”.  Donation of 
items can be arranged by contacting the church office.  

Feeding America, West Michigan Food Bank  
 

Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry can buy food from 
Feeding America for 16  & 18 cents per pound!   If you wish 
to send a donation directly to them at: 

 

Feeding America—West Michigan Food Bank  
864 West River Center Dr. NE 
Comstock Park MI 49321-8955 

 

ADD:  CSUMC Community Food Pantry  Number 01290  so 
your gift can be applied to our account.  Thank you for your 
support. 

Card Care  Ministry:   
 

"We are still looking for 
someone who would be will-
ing to do the card care minis-
try during the winter months.  
Nancy Nielsen goes south 
for the winter and has offered 
to assist with this ministry 
until fall.  Please contact the 
church office if you are inter-
ested. 

Liturgists:  
 

They guide us in the liturgy, 
which literally means “the 
work of the people.”   We 
participate in prayers as a 
community of faith.   Please 
contact Sue Harrison with 
questions or to become a 
Liturgist. 

Welcome & Check-in  
We are in need of vol-
unteers to assist with 
checking temperatures 
and welcoming guests 
and visitors to our Sun-
day morning worship.  
Contact Valerie Drier if 
you can help with this. 

 

 
Contact the  Church 

Office for detailed infor-
mation on these or oth-
er volunteer  opportuni-

ties! 
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E-Giving:   Be sure to check out our website:  www.cedarspringsumc.org.   
 

We now have the ability to do offerings electronically.   Just click on the “Online 

Giving” button located on any web page or the menu at the top and follow the in-

structions.  If you have any questions, please contact the church office. 

 
Reminders:   
When paying for holiday flowers, altar flowers, event tickets, etc.—please make 
a separate payment from contributions because these transactions need to be 
entered into our accounting system as income due to exchange of goods. 
 

Financial Reports for the church can be obtained  by request from the church treasurer.     
 
Please check out our website (www.cedarspringsumc.org) or contact the office for minutes from the 
meetings of various Committees and Groups serving CSUMC.   
 
Year-end:  Please make sure that you are turning in your receipts for reimbursements need-
ed.  We ask that you turn them in on a monthly basis so that we can keep our accounting records 
up-to-date. 
 

Adopt-a-Highway Clean Up 
  
Looking for a COVID friendly way to get out and do some community ser-
vice? Join us on April 17 at 9 AM in the parking lot behind Huck’s Corner 
store at the corner of Algoma Avenue and 17 Mile Road. This is a church
-wide, family friendly event for 12-years-old and older to participate. The 
more people we get, the shorter the time it will take to do it. 
  
Everyone should watch the safety video found at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZjNi5MCTl9g or go to YouTube and search 
for Safety Guidelines for the Adopt-A-Highway Program. A safety bro-

chure is also available on request. The rain date for the pickup is April 24. If you have questions or 
want a brochure, call Tom Noreen at 696-5186 or email at tomnoreen@aol.com. 
  
Mark your calendars for July 17 and July 25 for the summer clean up and September 25 and Octo-
ber 3 for the fall dates. 

Church Building Use:  
Remember, we are starting to open things back up again, so a few reminders to help keep 
everyone safe: 
 

If you have a need to enter the church building during this time, please use the office en-
trance and remember that masks are to be worn inside of the church at all times.   
We also ask that you sign in so that we know who and where in the building people have 
been.  This will help us to keep areas sanitized and safe for all our staff, members and vol-
unteers.  Thank you everyone for taking care of each other. 



8 

 

All women of the church are welcome to come to the meetings and help with our events.   
We would love to have you join us in our faith walk.   
 

2021 UMW Board: 
President:  Mari Anne Jones    Vice-President:  Shari Wesche 
Secretary:  Bonnie Hitchingham    Treasurer:  Betty VanderWal 
Devotions and Inspiration:  open    Nominations:  open 
Awards and Special Recognitions:  Carolyn Davis, open UMW Parsonage Rep:  open 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
2021 Meeting Schedule – Saturday 10AM in the church Library/Parlor:  TBD - at this point we are holding off on scheduling 
meetings until we know when the church will be open.   
 
We do have a few openings on our board next year.  We meet bi-monthly.  If you are interested in hearing about any of the 
positions that are open, feel free to contact me at 616.696.4908.  You don’t have to be a member of the church to be on the 
UMW Board.  We truly enjoy the fellowship of each meeting.   
 
If you are interested in learning more about UMW, please don’t hesitate to ask one of the ladies listed above.  We always 
welcome questions and interest in what we do and we are always looking to have more ladies join us in our time of fellow-
ship.  You don’t have to be a member of the church to join us.   
        Blessings,  Mari Anne Jones, UMW President 

Sharing Our Commissions 

Keith Caldwell, Chairperson Evangelism Outreach 

How is it with your soul? Are we doing good and avoiding bad? Two great things to do for Lent:  Do good at all times, in 
all of the ways we can and do not do evil.  
John Wesley was an Anglican Priest and believed in keeping all of the ordinances of the Church, Holy Communion, 
Baptism and Worship. He attended Prayer, Eucharist, and Worship several times each week. But he also believed in 
taking the message of God’s love to the people on the street, developing praise groups and letting the laity lead the 
groups or classes as they developed in their faith. These groups met during the week as he wanted them to be free to 
attend church and Communion on the Sabbath.  

Like John Wesley we have two basic missions: Ministering, that is shepherding the flock of believers and joining in wor-

ship and Communion; the other is Missional, that is making Disciples of Christ by taking the word of God to those that 

do not know Jesus’ Love. Our outreach committee will begin meeting monthly in March, by Zoom to start, and when 

safe, live.  The meetings are open and we encourage everyone to join us and share your ideas on how we can reach 

those who do not yet know God’s love.  

Habitat for Humanity Mission Trip  
 

This year’s Habitat for Humanity mission trip is now scheduled for June 6-12. We rescheduled it 
from July. I do not know what the project will be yet but if you are interested please let me know by 
April 24. The prerequisites are to be 14, complete a safety course, and have a willing heart. 

 

Last year as we were getting ready to depart, Pastor Larry asked why we went all the way to the UP for our mission trip 
rather than stay local. I can’t remember my answer but the main reason was finding the project(s). This spring, the Lord 
solved that challenge. I made contact with Kelley Bergsma at City Impact and told her what I wanted to do. We set a 
date to meet and the week before I saw an article in the CS Post about a group called Work Camps that were going to 
do a week long mission trip here in the Cedar Springs area in coordination with City Impact. Kelley told me that as a re-
sult of this group coming to Cedar Springs, City Impact had a stack of home repair requests. Some of which can’t be 
done by the Work Camps. These are being tackled by a local team called Disciple Builders. I recently met with the team 
chief, Jay Mead, and selected a couple of projects in town. If you would be interested in helping on this “local” mission 
trip, please let me know as soon as you can.  
     Blessings, Tom Noreen  (616-260-0881)  tomnoreen@aol.com   
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Promotion Sunday - May 10 - Graduation   
 

Our congregation would like to recognize and celebrate gradua-
tion milestones. 
 
Please call or email the church office with names of first grad-
ers, high school or college graduates to be sure that we don’t 
miss anyone. 
  
Also, if you are graduating from high school or college, please 
give us information about what activities you have been in-
volved in, any honors you have received, and what you are 
planning to do next year so that we can share it with our church 
family.  Thank you!     
 
Send information to:   
 Nancy Noreen (nanoreen@aol.com or 696-5186)   

mailto:nanoreen@aol.com
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Birthdays 
Apr. 1 Nancy Nielsen 

Apr. 3 John Hansen 

Apr. 4 Kara Morris 

Apr. 6 Luke Allen Tabor 

Apr. 7 Helen Gambee 

Apr. 8 Bev Hale 

Apr. 8 Clare Kidder 

Apr. 8 Doug Secor  

Apr. 8 Bill Yuncker 

Apr. 10 Harold Ringler 

  Apr. 10 Mary Yuncker 

  Apr. 12 Darcy Reister 

  Apr. 14 Kit Rau 

  Apr. 15 Bob Hale 

If  we have missed your 
Birthday or Anniversary,  

please let the office 
know.   Thank you 

Anniversaries 
    Apr. 14    Phil & Shari Wesche    Apr. 19   Dan & Carolyn Davis 

Apr. 18 Sue Gates 

Apr. 24 Barb Kilts 

Apr. 26 Nancy Noreen 

Apr. 27 Ariadne Winquist-Schuldt 

Apr. 28 Larry French 

Apr. 28 Betty VanderWal 

Apr. 29 Benjamin Drier 

Apr. 30 Karen Noreen 
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                                                                                            Calendar of events & meetings    

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Weekly  
9:30am –
Worship  
 

11am-Adult 
Bible Study on-
line 
 

Evenings-
Online Worship 
 

Weekly  
Phone Office 
Hours 
(phone calls & 
appointments. 
only) 
9am-1pm   

Weekly 
Office Hours 
9a.m.-12pm 
 

C.S. Food 
Pantry Drive-
thru 9-11am for 
NKC Clients  
 

ZOOM Bible 
Study-6:30pm 

Weekly  
Office Hours 
9a.m.-12pm 
 

C.S. Food 
Pantry Drive-
thru 9-11am for 
NKC Clients  

Weekly  
Office Hours 
9a.m.-12pm 
 

C.S. Food 
Pantry Drive-
thru 9-11am for 
NKC Clients  

Weekly  
 
Office closed 

Weekly  

 
 

   1 
Holy 
Thursday 
 
April Fool’s Day 

2 
Good Friday 
Service—7pm 

3 

4 
Easter 
Sunday 
 
Communion 
Sunday 

5 6 7 8 
 
7pm-Trustee 
Meeting 

9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 
 
Chimes Articles 
Due! 

16 17 

18 
 

19 
5:30pm-
Finance Mtg 
 
6:30pm- 
Council Mtg  

20 
12:30pm-Blood 
Drive 

21 22 
Earth Day 

23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 
Arbor Day 
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OUR VISION AT CEDAR SPRINGS UMC: 
We share the love and hope of Jesus Christ... 
 

 by inviting people of all ages to participate with 

 openness and sincerity 

 by worshipping through music and fellowship 

 by studying God's Word together 

 by praying and caring for each other 

 by serving each other, our community, and 

 our world 

 by giving of our time, talent, gifts, and resources 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 140 S. Main St., PO Box K    
        Cedar Springs MI 49319        

Pastor  
 

Larry French 
pastorlarryfrench@gmail.com 

 
(616) 551-9280 

 

Pastor Office Hours 
 

Tues. & Thurs.  
11:00 am-1:00 pm 

Wed. 9:00 am—1:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

Ministry Assistant 
 

Jennifer August 
office@cedarspringsumc.org   

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday (phone hours only) 

9:00a.m. to 1:00p.m. 
Tuesday-Thursday (in office) 

9:00a.m. to 12:00p.m. 
 

Church Office  
Phone:  616-696-1140 

 
Website & Email 

www.cedarspringsumc.org 
office@cedarspringsumc.org 

Chimes Newsletter Articles: 
 

Send information to  
office e-mail  Subject line 

“Chimes”  
by the 15

th
 of each month. 

 

Worship Schedule 
  

Sunday Worship Service  
at 9:30 a.m. 

 
 

Wednesdays:  
(September –May) 

6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 
With a 5:30pm dinner 

Find us on Facebook:  Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 

Chimes   

April 2021 

http://www.umc.org/atf/cf/%7bDB6A45E4-C446-4248-82C8-E131B6424741%7d/cross_and_flame_color.jpg

