
 

  

            Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 
                      We Share the Love and Hope 

          of Jesus Christ.  
 

   Pastor Larry’s Ponderings…  
 

I know, I know… You’re probably saying to yourself “it’s a little 
early to celebrate Spring!”  Especially since there is still plenty of 
cold weather, and snow on the ground.  But Spring does come 
on the 20

th
 of this month, and I am in a mood to celebrate!  The 

inevitable springing forth of new life (pun intended); and our 
memory can do the job of conjuring the smell of new flowers for 
us, until we see them bursting from the ground and sprouting on 
the trees.  Spring is a wonderful time we eagerly await, and es-
pecially this Spring because we can reasonably predict we will 
be together for Easter on Sunday, April 4

th
, and what a celebra-

tion that will be! 
 
But you are right, we have to wait until the 20

th
 of March for Spring to officially arrive.  Until then we 

have a marvelous set of gospel lessons.  Jesus has travelled to Jerusalem and is preaching in the 
temple.  On our first Sunday in March, we see Jesus turning over the tables of the money chang-
ers in the temple.  I don’t know about you, but I like angry Jesus.  He models activism when con-
fronted by outrageous injustices.  We as Christians are not meant to be passively quiet in the face 
of oppression at the hands of the dominating powers of the day.  As Jesus continues to preach in 
the temple, we once again experience God speaking from the heavens in a thunderous voice, af-
firming Jesus’ mission among us here on earth.  We get to end the month on a high note – Palm 
Sunday!  I always love the waving of palm fronds with the cries of Hosanna!  Hosanna in the high-
est! 
 
You see, there is much to celebrate in anticipation of Spring!  Not the least of which is the fact that 
more and more of us are getting vaccinated and thus feeling it’s safe to come back to in-person 
worship.  From my point-of-view, every person I see in worship is one more person I can get famil-
iar with, and who can become more familiar with me.  It has been a long and arduous road, these 
first eight months of my appointment to Cedar Springs UMC, but I feel there 
is definitely a light at the end of the tunnel.  I am always reminded that that 
light is none other than Jesus Christ, leading the way, calling us to pick up 
our crosses and “follow me”. 
 

Blessings of peace and love to you all, 

 
     Pastor Larry 

March 
2021 

Please send your special messages, prayers  and “Thank You” notes to the Church Office if you 
would like them in the Chimes Newsletter.  You can drop off or email to:  
office@cedarspringsumc.org 
———————————————————————————————————————————— 
We also welcome photos that we might be able to share!  Send photos of Church events to the above 
email with Subject Line:  “Church Photos”.  Please include a brief note about the event/photo and we 
may use it in the newsletter. 
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Prayer is the primary work of God’s people.  It is a vital connection to God 
where we can hear from, listen to, and respond to God.  We encourage you to 
pray as part of being a healthy disciple.  

 
If you would like to add someone to the prayer list, please contact the church office @  
616-696-1140 or  email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org.   
Names will remain on the prayer list for 1 month unless notified.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Prayer brings comfort and strength to each of us.   How can we pray for you? 
Please contact the church office at - phone: (616)696-1140 or email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org) 
to be added or if you have someone you would like us to add to our prayer list. 

Members Friends In Care Facilities 

Judy Murray Lars Helenius The Brook of C.S.- 

Albert & Frances Abel Ric Lewis    Albert Abel 

Woody & Jan Avis Bill Benson    Bev Wesche 

Pete Kribbet family of Nancy (Wesche) Gerlich Pilgrim Manor 

Gerry & Lois Collis Soonja Koole    Frances Abel 

Dan & Diane Christie Ken Miner Metron of C.S. - 

Wayne & June Price Dale Waller    Rose Hunter 

Hal Ringler Tim Price   

Fred & Carollee Gunnell Randy Benedict   

Bud & Helen Gambee     

      

      

Kids Hope USA: Mentors, Prayer Partners, and Students 

In Our Country’s Service:   

Jordan Ackerman Aaron Burnside Tyler Hinton 

Mitchell Phillips Elisabeth Bullen David Segard III 

Nick Segard Peter & Mikelle Noreen   

Jenny Jo Collin (Mueller) Ben & Sarah (Noreen) Smith- Kate, Jessica 

James & Jackie (Champion) Finley  

 
Pastor Larry or someone from the congregation would love to connect with 
you!   Do you know of someone who would benefit from a phone call?  Let us 
know!  
  
We are looking to expand our efforts to keep in connection with all members of 
Cedar Springs UMC, and would like your help!  

  
Simply fill out one of the “Connection Cards” available at the back of the sanctuary and place it in 
the box.  When filling out the card, let us know if your person would benefit most from a call from 
the pastor, or maybe there is someone special from the congregation or the office that you had in 
mind who might brighten up your person’s day!  You can also email this information to the church 
office at office@cedarspringsumc.org.  Thank you for helping us stay more connected! 

mailto:office@cedarspringsumc.org
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Lent Meditation 
Lent is a time when we prepare ourselves for Easter.  This season of preparation takes a measure 
of commitment from the start, and while it certainly is a serious time, it doesn’t have to be somber.   
 
Photo-a-Day Meditation:  If you need a new photo sheet that has word/themes for each day during 
Lent (Monday-Saturday) contact the office.  This spiritual practice asks you to focus on the word or 
theme for the day and share a photo related to the theme on our Public Group Facebook page – 

“Cedar Springs United Methodist Church”, or you can email the photos to office@cedarspringsumc.org. Our photos will 
be displayed during the Sunday Service each week. (Please ask family or friends to help you send photos in if you have 
never done so before – or contact the office.) 
 
Our hope is that we can all participate together in this preparatory season that ends in a time of celebration of new life in 
Jesus Christ. This photo meditation can be a fun time – involve the kids or grandkids.  Send messages to each other en-
couraging participation.  Let your creative side out.  However you decide to participate, we hope you will enjoy this season 
and have an opportunity to reflect on what it means to be part of a community that is getting ready to receive the risen 
Christ! 
 
Blessings of peace and love to you all.    

 

Easter service will be at our regular 9:30 time.  It was 
decided that Cedar Springs will have a sunrise service 
next year.  Cedar Springs folks are welcome to come 
to Kent City UMC at 7:30am for Sunrise service on 
Easter. 

Photo-A-Day Lent Challenge 
Will you join this photo-a-day challenge and share with the community how you perceive each word of the day? No expla-
nation needed. After all, a picture is worth a thousand words.  You don't have to be a great photographer. This project is 
more about the practice of paying attention and being intentional.  Just share the photos on our Group Facebook wall, in 
the comment section for each day, or email them to office@cedarspringsumc.org. 
Let’s continue this 40-day journey together, sharing glimpses of our lives with one another. Let this be an intentional time, 
even for a few minutes a day, to pause, remember and reflect. 
 
Mar 1 / Day 11 / Elderly man or woman 
Mar 2 / Day 12 / Praise 
Mar 3 / Day 13 / Sandals 
Mar 4 / Day 14 / Food 
Mar 5 / Day 15 / Deliverance 
Mar 6 / Day 16 / Wonder 

 
 
Mar 8 / Day 17 / Thirst 
Mar 9 / Day 18 / Table 
Mar 10 / Day 19 / Tent 
Mar 11 / Day 20 / Wedding 
Mar 12 / Day 21 / Runner 
Mar 13 / Day 22 / Coins 
 

Mar 15 / Day 23 / Serpent 
Mar 16 / Day 24 / Empty bowl or cup 
Mar 17 / Day 25 / Gift 
Mar 18 / Day 26 / Life Preserver 
Mar 19 / Day 27 / Globe or map 
Mar 20 / Day 28 / Singing 
 
 
Mar 22 / Day 29 / Work  
Mar 23 / Day 30 / Bones 
Mar 24 / Day 31 / Clock 
Mar 25 / Day 32 / Rejoicing  
Mar 26 / Day 33 / Mercy 
Mar 27 / Day 34 / Palms 
 

Mar 29 – Apr 3 
Mar 29 / Day 35 / Prayer 
Mar30 / Day 36 / Perfume 
Mar 31 / Day 37 / Pottery 
Apr 1 / Day 38 / Bread 
Apr 2 / Day 39 / Cross 
Apr 3 / Day 40 / Darkness or Shadow 

 

Bonus: Easter Sunday – Redeem 

 

If you don’t have social media access  
or need assistance to participate in  
this Lenten Meditation, please contact  
Jennifer at office@cedarspringsumc.org.  

mailto:office@cedarspringsumc.org
mailto:office@cedarspringsumc.org
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Send a note 
to 

say 
Hello 

Check in on 
family and 

friends 

www.cedarspringsumc.org 

While we have begun in-person 
worship once ageain, we are also 

continuing worship  
online on Sundays—  

 

You can connect  via YouTube,  
Facebook or on our website’s 

“Worship”.  
  

Please join us in which ever way 
you feel most comfortable at this 

time. 

Next Blood Drive @ Cedar Springs UMC  
 

Tuesday, March 16 starting @ 12:30 p.m. 
 

As of Aug. 17, a COVID-19 Antibody Test will be performed  
on all blood donations as part of our standard testing.  

This is to make it official, the 
Cedar Springs Rotary Club 
will not hold a Community 
Night this year (2021). We 

are hoping that we can do it again in 2022. 
  
********************************************************************* 

However, we are going 
to hold a Paper Shred-
ding event on June 12. 
This is a great way to 
get rid of all of your 

personal items you don't want the dumpster 
divers to see. West Michigan Shredding will 
be turn them all into powder while you 
watch. Projected cost is $10 for 4 banker/
book boxes of paper and $5 for each addi-
tional box.  
Watch our website and Facebook page for 
more info. 
   
Stay safe! Tom Noreen  
(C.S. Rotary Club—Community Night) 
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We are now several weeks into the season of Lent. During 
this time we consider that we are a redeemed people through 
God’s grace only. We can’t earn this status, but we can re-
spond in thankfulness for it. Some choose to give up some-
thing so that each time they feel that desire, they are remind-
ed of the gift they have received. Some choose to set aside 
time for deeper devotional study. Some consider how they 
can share their financial resources to bring hope to others. 

 
You are invited to share in the support of UMCOR--the United Methodist Committee on Relief--
and the programs and projects that bring the good news of God’s caring to many whose hope is wa-
vering. In this past year, right here in Michigan, UMCOR was there when the dams burst in the Mid-
land-Sandford area, organizing for clean up and recovery. We were present. In some instances, be-
cause of COVID, UMCOR gave grants to local churches that were feeding families when jobs disap-
peared and they were in need. In many ways, 2020 was one long, continuing disaster. 
 
What happens in your mind and heart when you hear or read a news story about a natural or man-
made disaster? Do you think or ask “How can I help?” Rarely would it be possible for you or me to 
be “boots on the ground” in these situations. But, because we are part of the 12.5 million United 
Methodists in 136 countries, we have UMCOR ready to act. When those affected most need hope, 
UMCOR’s presence brings that through food, clean-up supplies, organizational ability and people to 
walk beside those who are hurting. 
 
Though we may be most aware of UMCOR’s work when disasters hit, there are also programs that 
seek to make daily life better, whether it is through health education such as Imagine No Malaria or 
maternal and child health programs or teaching sustainable agriculture practices.   Currently, assis-
tance to refugees in several parts of the world is a major effort. 
 
One time each year a special offering is taken--on UMCOR SUNDAY--to meet the overhead costs 
of this agency of the UM church. We are observing it on MARCH 21. Your gifts, marked UMCOR 
Sunday, will become their funding. This means that all other gifts given to UMCOR projects go 
100% those projects. Last year our UMCOR Sunday gifts were just under $700. We are hoping to 
go beyond that figure in 2021. 
 
So--you are encouraged to give thoughtfully and sacrificially to UMCOR as part of your Lenten ob-
servance. If you have a particular area of work you want to support, such as disaster relief or refu-
gees, indicate that. Otherwise your gifts will go to “Greatest Need”.  Do single out UMCOR SUN-
DAY. Your sustaining gifts on this day lay the foundation for UMCOR to share God’s love with peo-
ple and communities in so many places. 
 
As you give to UMCOR you are equipping Christ’s body to serve in His name whether in time of dis-
aster or chronic need. May we respond with gratitude and generosity. 
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Cedar Springs Community  
Food Pantry Report 

 

Clients for the month of Jnuarya 2021 
  
 Families Served                  39 
 Adults Served                    63 
 Children Served        10  

Support our local food pantries that are assisting  the community’s 
food needs.  At this time North Kent Connect is in need of mone-
tary donations while they keep their drive-thru assistance program 
going.   Contact:  616-866-3478 for more information. 
 
The Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry is also asking for both 
monetary & food item donations so that they can make sure their 
pantry stays stocked and ready for the continued numbers due to 
the effects of Covid19.  Donations can be made & mailed to the 
CSUMC—designate on check “CS Food Pantry”.  Donation of 
items can be arranged by contacting the church office.  

Feeding America, West Michigan Food Bank  
 

Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry can buy food from 
Feeding America for 16  & 18 cents per pound!   If you wish 
to send a donation directly to them at: 

 

Feeding America—West Michigan Food Bank  
864 West River Center Dr. NE 
Comstock Park MI 49321-8955 

 

ADD:  CSUMC Community Food Pantry  Number 01290  so 
your gift can be applied to our account.  Thank you for your 
support. 

Card Care  Ministry:   
 

"We are still looking for 
someone who would be will-
ing to do the card care minis-
try during the winter months.  
Nancy Nielsen goes south 
for the winter and has offered 
to assist with this ministry 
until fall.  Please contact the 
church office if you are inter-
ested. 

Liturgists:  
 

They guide us in the liturgy, 
which literally means “the 
work of the people.”   We 
participate in prayers as a 
community of faith.   Please 
contact Sue Harrison with 
questions or to become a 
Liturgist. 

Welcome & Check-in  
We are in need of vol-
unteers to assist with 
checking temperatures 
and welcoming guests 
and visitors to our Sun-
day morning worship.  
Contact Valerie Drier if 
you can help with this. 

 

 
Contact the  Church 

Office for detailed infor-
mation on these or oth-
er volunteer  opportuni-

ties! 
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E-Giving:   Be sure to check out our website:  www.cedarspringsumc.org.   
 

We now have the ability to do offerings electronically.   Just click on the “Online 

Giving” button located on any web page or the menu at the top and follow the in-

structions.  If you have any questions, please contact the church office. 

 
Treasurer Position: 
SPRC has been doing interviews for our treasurer position, and we expect to be 
able to announce to you the good news in the next edition of the chimes  
 
 

Reminders:   
When paying for holiday flowers, altar flowers, event tickets, etc.—please make a separate pay-
ment from contributions because these transactions need to be entered into our accounting system 
as income due to exchange of goods. 
 
Financial Reports for the church can be obtained  by request from the church treasurer.     
 
Please check out our website (www.cedarspringsumc.org) or contact the office for minutes from the 
meetings of various Committees and Groups serving CSUMC.   
 
Year-end:  Please make sure that you are turning in your receipts for reimbursements need-
ed.  We ask that you turn them in on a monthly basis so that we can keep our accounting records 
up-to-date. 

Adopt-a-Highway Clean Up 
  
Looking for a COVID friendly way to get out and do some community ser-
vice? Join us on April 17 at 9 AM in the parking lot behind Huck’s Corner 
store at the corner of Algoma Avenue and 17 Mile Road. This is a church
-wide, family friendly event for 12-years-old and older to participate. The 
more people we get, the shorter the time it will take to do it. 
  
Everyone should watch the safety video found at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZjNi5MCTl9g or go to YouTube and search 
for Safety Guidelines for the Adopt-A-Highway Program. A safety bro-

chure is also available on request. The rain date for the pickup is April 24. If you have questions or 
want a brochure, call Tom Noreen at 696-5186 or email at tomnoreen@aol.com. 
  
Mark your calendars for July 17 and July 25 for the summer clean up and September 25 and Octo-
ber 3 for the fall dates. 
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All women of the church are welcome to come to the meetings and help with our events.   
We would love to have you join us in our faith walk.   
 

2021 UMW Board: 
President:  Mari Anne Jones    Vice-President:  Shari Wesche 
Secretary:  Bonnie Hitchingham    Treasurer:  Betty VanderWal 
Devotions and Inspiration:  open    Nominations:  open 
Awards and Special Recognitions:  Carolyn Davis, open UMW Parsonage Rep:  open 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
2021 Meeting Schedule – Saturday 10AM in the church Library/Parlor:  TBD - at this point we are holding off on scheduling 
meetings until we know when the church will be open.   
 
We do have a few openings on our board next year.  We meet bi-monthly.  If you are interested in hearing about any of the 
positions that are open, feel free to contact me at 616.696.4908.  You don’t have to be a member of the church to be on the 
UMW Board.  We truly enjoy the fellowship of each meeting.   
 
If you are interested in learning more about UMW, please don’t hesitate to ask one of the ladies listed above.  We always 
welcome questions and interest in what we do and we are always looking to have more ladies join us in our time of fellow-
ship.  You don’t have to be a member of the church to join us.   
        Blessings,  Mari Anne Jones, UMW President 

Sharing Our Commissions 

Keith Caldwell, Chairperson Evangelism Outreach 

How is it with your soul? Are we doing good and avoiding bad? Two great things to do for Lent:  Do good at all times, in 
all of the ways we can and do not do evil.  
 
John Wesley was an Anglican Priest and believed in keeping all of the ordinances of the Church, Holy Communion, 
Baptism and Worship. He attended Prayer, Eucharist, and Worship several times each week. But he also believed in 
taking the message of God’s love to the people on the street, developing praise groups and letting the laity lead the 
groups or classes as they developed in their faith. These groups met during the week as he wanted them to be free to 
attend church and Communion on the Sabbath.  
 

Like John Wesley we have two basic missions; Ministering, that is shepherding the flock of believers and joining in wor-

ship and Communion; the other is Missional, that is making Disciples of Christ by taking the word of God to those that 

do not know Jesus’ Love. Our outreach committee will begin meeting monthly in March, by Zoom to start, and when 

safe, live.  The meetings are open and we encourage everyone to join us and share your ideas on how we can reach 

those who do not yet know God’s love.  

Dear church family and friends, thank you for making my birthday a wonderful day 

by all your greetings, cards, phone calls and flowers.  When a person gets to the age 

of 90 it feels like it can’t be true, yet it is.  I have received so much love from you 

all, my heart is full of gratitude.  Thanks for being my friends. 

         Love- Carollee 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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One thing I can do during Lent  
to bring me closer to God 
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Birthdays 

Mar. 2 Tina Duran 

Mar. 2  Camilla Teusink 

Mar. 7 Russell Scott 

Mar. 9 Jo Furhoff 

Mar. 10 Brian Jones 

  Noah Scott 

Mar. 11 Carol Houghtaling 

Mar. 12 Chuck Smith 

Mar. 15 Allen Kilts 

 

 

 

 

Mar. 18 Virginia Fisher 

Mar. 18 Jennifer August 

Mar. 21 Gerry Gebhardt 

Mar. 23 Art Gerhardt 

Mar. 24 Phil Wesche 

Mar. 24 Eric Wesche 

Mar. 26 Ruth Kilts 

Mar. 31 Stephanie Tabor 

If  we have missed your Birthday or Anniversary,  please let the office know.   Thank you 
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                                                                                            Calendar of events & meetings    

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Weekly  
9am-Adult 
Bible Study on-
line 
 
9:30am –
Online 
Worship  
 

Weekly  
 

Office Hours 
9am-1pm for 
phone calls & 
appointments. 

Weekly 
C.S. Food 
Pantry Drive-
thru 9-11am for 
NKC Clients  
 
ZOOM Bible 
Study-6:30pm 
 

Weekly  
C.S. Food 
Pantry Drive-
thru 9-11am for 
NKC Clients  

Weekly  
C.S. Food 
Pantry Drive-
thru 9-11am for 
NKC Clients  

Weekly  
 
Office closed 

Weekly  

 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 
Communion 
Sunday 

8 9 10 
 
7pm- Church 
Task Force 

11 
 
7pm-Trustee 
Meeting 

12 13 

14 
Daylight 
Savings 

15 
Chimes  
Articles Due! 
 
5:30pm-
Finance Mtg. 
 
6:30pm- 
Council Mtg. 

16 17 
St. Patrick’s 
Day 

18 19 20 
Start of 
Spring! 

21 
 

22 
 

23 24 25 26 27 

28 
Palm Sunday 
 
——————- 
 
April 4- 
Easter 
Sunday 

29 30 31 April 1 
 
Holy Thursday 

April 2 
 
Good Friday 

April 3 
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OUR VISION AT CEDAR SPRINGS UMC: 
We share the love and hope of Jesus Christ... 
 

 by inviting people of all ages to participate with 

 openness and sincerity 

 by worshipping through music and fellowship 

 by studying God's Word together 

 by praying and caring for each other 

 by serving each other, our community, and 

 our world 

 by giving of our time, talent, gifts, and resources 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 140 S. Main St., PO Box K    
        Cedar Springs MI 49319        

Pastor  
 

Larry French 
pastorlarryfrench@gmail.com 

 
(616) 551-9280 

 

Pastor Office Hours 
 

Tues. & Thurs.  
11:00 am-1:00 pm 

Wed. 9:00 am—1:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

Ministry Assistant 
 

Jennifer August 
office@cedarspringsumc.org   

 

Church Office Hours 
Mon.-Thurs.  

9:00a.m. to 1:00p.m. 
 

Church Office  
Phone:  616-696-1140 

 
 

Website & Email 
www.cedarspringsumc.org 

office@cedarspringsumc.org 

Chimes Newsletter Articles: 
 

Send information to  
office e-mail  Subject line 

“Chimes”  
by the 15

th
 of each month. 

 

Worship Schedule 
  

Sunday Worship Service  
at 9:30 a.m. 

 
 

Wednesdays:  
(September –May) 

6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 
With a 5:30pm dinner 

Find us on Facebook:  Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 

Chimes   

March 2021 

http://www.umc.org/atf/cf/%7bDB6A45E4-C446-4248-82C8-E131B6424741%7d/cross_and_flame_color.jpg

