
 

  

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 
                We Share the Love and Hope 

                  of Jesus Christ.  
 

Pastor Larry’s Ponderings…  
        

Thanksgiving: A Month of Celebrating Our Blessings.   
 
This is our theme for the month of November.  This whole month we are going to 
focus on the ways in which we can show our gratitude.  In this time of turning on the 
news and hearing only of pandemic, economic hardship, and racial tension, it is 
easy to forget to give thanks for all that we have.  God is with us through the trials, 
and provides for us every day, always deserving of our gratitude and praise.   
 
Have you given thanks today? 

 
Throughout the month of November we are going to focus on giving thanks in four ways:   
 

Prayer – Are you praying daily?  How can we strengthen our prayer life, and lean into God’s love on a more regular ba-
sis?  Can you commit today to praying daily for your loved ones, for your Church family, and for the world?  Maybe 
look for a daily devotion to help you be consistent in your prayer.  There are many for you to choose from in print 
and online. 

Presence – Are you showing up?  Consider how God is moving you to do the work of building His Kingdom.  Perhaps 
you have a few hours a week to give to the food pantry or our new Senior Food Delivery Ministry?  Perhaps you can 
give your talents to a particular church committee?  We are always in need of the hands and feet of the body of 
Christ to show up and be present to help with the daily work of being the church.  

Gifts – There is no way around it – your monetary gifts are necessary to support your Cedar Springs United Methodist 
Church.  Without your gifts we cannot continue to minister to you, our community, and the world.  There are other 
ways to give besides money – need to empty your freezer ahead of hunting season?  The Cedar Springs Communi-
ty Food Pantry has plenty of freezer space available and can accept your USDA-processed venison. 

Witness – How has God impacted your life?  Who have you told?  There are always opportunities to tell your fellow 
brothers and sisters about God’s Spirit in your life.  Consider recording your testimony to be played in worship.  If 
you are so moved, contact me a pastorlarryfrench@gmail.com and we will work together to get your witness heard. 

 
The above four ways of expressing your faith are rooted in gratitude for God’s good and 
freely given grace.  May you see God’s good work in your life, so that even amidst the tur-
moil of today’s world, we can still pause and give thanks for all that God has provided us.  
Take time each day to give God the glory for all He has done in your life.  I know life in 2020 
is filled with reasons to be anxious and full of stress.  There is no better time to lean on God 
and your church family for relief.  Taking on an attitude of gratitude is the best way to turn 
from all worries and to turn toward a God that is present in your life with love and mercy each 
and every day. 
   Blessings of peace and love to all my church family, 

               Pastor Larry   

 2020 

Holiday closures:   Church Office & C.S. Community Food Pantry are closed - 
    Thanksgiving—Thursday, November 26 
    Christmas—Wednesday, December 23 & Thursday, December 24 
    New Years—Wednesday, December 30 & Thursday, December 31 

mailto:pastorlarryfrench@gmail.com
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Prayer is the primary work of God’s people.  It is a vital connection to God 
where we can hear from, listen to, and respond to God.   
We encourage you to pray as part of being a healthy disciple.  

 
   Names will remain on the prayer list for 1 month unless notified.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer brings comfort and strength to each of us.   How can we prayer for you? 
 
Please contact the church office at - phone: (616)696-1140 or email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org) 
to be added or have someone you would like us to add to our prayer list. 

Please send your special messages, prayers  and “Thank You” notes to the Church Office if you 
would like them in the Chimes Newsletter.  You can drop off or email to:  
office@cedarspringsumc.org 
———————————————————————————————————————————— 
We also welcome photos that we might be able to share!  Send photos of Church events to the 
above email with Subject Line:  “Church Photos”.  Please include a brief note about the event/photo 
and we may use it in the newsletter. 

Our Condolences: 
 
Bud & Helen Gambee  on the passing of her sister and longtime CSUMC 
family member, Ethel Ergang.  Please keep all of Ethel’s family in your 
prayers. 
 

Members Friends In Care Facilities 

Madeline Harvey & family Jonas Bulger The Brook of C.S.- 

Dan & Diane Christie Bill Rau    Albert & Frances Abel 

Woody & Jan Avis Carol Zanto    Phil & Bev Wesche 

Wayne & June Price Dale Waller Metron of C.S. - 

Gerry & Lois Collis Tim Price    Rose Hunter 

Hal Ringler Randy Benedict   

Fred & Carollee Gunnell     

Bud & Helen Gambee     

  Residents & employees of The Brook of Cedar Springs 

      

      

Kids Hope USA: Mentors, Prayer Partners, and Students 

In Our Country’s Service:   

Jordan Ackerman Aaron Burnside Tyler Hinton 

Mitchell Phillips Elisabeth Bullen   

Nick Segard Peter & Mikelle Noreen   

Jenny Jo Collin (Mueller) Russell & Janet (Noreen) Scott-Evelyn, Noah 

James & Jackie (Champion) Finley Ben & Sarah (Noreen) Smith- Kate, Jessica 

Prayer  

Requests 
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Our church continues to be at Phase II of our reopening plan and remains 
open for Sunday Worship, small church groups and drive-thru food pantry.  

 
We will continue to stay strong in our communication  and home support. 

We are working hard to stay connected and encourage our church family to 
reach out to each other as we enter the cold and flu season and continue in 

this time of COVID19 Pandemic.   
 

We want everyone to stay healthy and safe and know that you can contact the 
church office or Pastor Larry if we can be of assistance in any way. 

Thank you everyone for reaching out and checking-in with each other  
& for communicating to us people’s needs. 

www.cedarspringsumc.org 

Please Register--Even if your vote is not for my candidate, I 
respect your position, even if it is 

different from mine. Just because I disagree with you doesn’t 
mean I don’t like you. How do we 

talk about candidates without attacking each other? 
 

Absentee Ballots--Have you requested your absentee ballot? 

 

Thank you to all our church family & friends who have called, 
sent cards and checked on us. All the love and care you have 
shown us is greatly appreciated and we are very blessed. 

     Roy & Marge Covell 
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We are in the final months of 2020. A review of mission giving through September 
reveals your continued commitment to blessing others by sharing generously. First, 
know that our Ministry Shares for the year are PAID IN FULL. This is so important as 
these monies help keep the connectional church functioning. Through September 
you have averaged $2468 per month in financial support for all of our various mis-
sions. This is only $200 less than last year’s average at the same point in the year. It 

truly shows that you are the church despite the Coronavirus and not meeting together for encouragement and fellowship. 
 
WE are challenged to finish the year strong in our mission support. 
 
In November we are supporting God’s Country Cooperative Parish and Randy Hildebrandt.  Randy is the Church and 
Community Worker there. The Parish is made up of seven small churches spread over 2500 square miles in the eastern 
Upper Peninsula. These churches combine their resources, share their faith, and actively work to bring hope and the love 
of God to the people living there. It is challenging work given the miles, the scattered population, and the limited economic 
opportunities in this region. Right now, God’s Country Cooperative needs money to take care of emergency needs of fami-
lies--food, warm clothing--they just had a warm clothing and bedding giveaway at area schools--transportation, heat. Also, 
they are at a point in their building renovation where the heating system needs to be completed, as well as the plumbing, 
so they can fully use this facility for various programs. Their support has been down so your contributions will have a big 
impact. 
 
Also, on November 27 we will support United Methodist Student Day. This is one of the church-wide special Sundays. 
Our gifts on this day shape students intellectually and spiritually and offer hope for the church. One student, who is a Gift 
of Hope scholar, tells congregations “that we have not lost our faith or given up on church while we're in school but, in-
stead, we are active and thriving in our church lives because our congregations are helping and supporting us.” Another 
said, “Education is giving me the tools to grow my God-given talents. Jesus is the reason I’m living my life, and God is the 
writer of my story.” Our investment now is essential for our future.  
 
Hand-2-Hand continues to supply food for the weekends for nearly 200 students from our local schools. Your contributions 
of soups, pudding and fruit cups become part of the packages these children are given to feed them when they are away 
from the breakfasts and lunches they get on school days. If it is more convenient for you to give money than items, just 
designate that Hand 2 Hand is to receive the gifts you are giving through the church. Items may be left in the box near the 
coat racks upstairs or at the Office entrance door. 
 
Simply Give, a program that supports the work of the Community Food Pantry, is running now through January 2 at the 
Cedar Springs Meijer store. When you purchase Simply Give cards there, the Pantry receives that money. On Tuesday, 
December 1 and Saturday, December 12, your purchased cards will be double matched by Meijer which makes your gifts 
go even further. North Kent Connect is in the final stage of raising funds to pay for the completion of their building addition. 
This space will give them room to expand the many services they offer. They would welcome your support. Also, at this 
time, we don’t know what their Christmas gift program is going to be. Please look at the bulletins that accompany the on-
line or in-person services for more information. You have always been generous supporters of this seasonal opportunity. 
 
One last thing--If you have people to whom you like to “gift” something, but they really have no needs, consider alterna-
tives. Heifer Project, Church World Service and other reputable charities are 
delighted to receive gifts that honor those you love. And who would not be 
pleased to know that some family received a flock of chickens, a goat or even a 
hive of bees because you recognized them with a gift in this way? 
 
Please have a blessed season of Thanksgiving as you recount God's provisions 
and gifts to each of you and for your ability to share.   
 
      Your mission team. 
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Tuesdays from 6:30-8:30 p.m.  
 
 
Please contact Pastor Larry if you 
have questions or are interested in 
being a part of this Bible Study 
group.  All are welcome! 

Sharing Our Commission  - Keith Caldwell, CLM & Outreach Chair 
 

The leaves have fallen.  The seasons are changing.  
 

November is a busy month with many special Christian days. One of John Wesley’s favorites was All Saints Day, It falls 
on Sunday, November 1st. It is followed by Thanksgiving on November 26 and then we have the 1st day of Advent on 
Sunday, November 29h. November is busy, but how can we forget the reasons for these days in November and Decem-
ber.  
 

Edwin Way Teale wrote, “For man, Autumn is a time of harvest, of gathering together. For Nature, it is a time of sowing, 
of scattering abroad.”  
 

As we love our neighbor as ourselves, how could we not want to share these days of wonder and our Saviour with our 
neighbors. It is the most wonderful time of year to invite a friend to meet Jesus and worship with us. 
  

Yes the leaves have fallen.  The seasons are changing.  The life we live, the love and compassion we give, tell every-
thing about God’s love.  So let’s pass it on in all we do and say.  

We are looking for volunteers who would like to be Liturgists for our Sunday Worship.  You 

can  record yourself and send in or you can come to the church and Pastor Larry will rec-

ord you.  If you are interested, please contact Sue Harrison @ 616-696-0456. 
 

November Liturgists: 

  11/01  - Nancy Nielsen  11/08  - Mark Tabor  11/15  - Tom Noreen 

  11/22  - Sue Harrison   11/29  - Chris Segard 

Even though we have started in-person worship you 
can still join us for online Worship on Sunday (late 
afternoon)—you can connect via YouTube, Facebook 
or on our website’s “Worship” page.  We are still 
working through this new video process so we appre-
ciate you patience with us as we work through the 
bugs and  work on getting it out in a timely manner. 

In-person Worship 
Masks are required.   

Temperature checks at door.  
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The Trustee Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November  6  @ 7:00 p.m.  
in the Fellowship Hall. 

 
Finance Meeting is Monday, November 16 @ 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

 
Church Council Meeting is also Monday, November 16 @ 6:30 p.m.   

In the Fellowship Hall. 
 
 

Building Use – With the church entering Phase II of reopening, small church groups meeting for 
church related business will be allowed to meet in the Fellowship Hall as needed.  Groups must con-
tact the church office to be added to the calendar so that we can maintain our highest level of safety 
and cleaning.  We will also continue to operate the Food Pantry as a “drive-thru” only pantry and 
want to ensure there are no issues with the space.  Thank you everyone for working together to 
keep all safe. 
 
***************************************************************************************************************** 
 
Church Treasurer – We welcome our new Treasurer, Dixie Pope.  She will be working with Art and 
Sid for the rest of this year and will take over  both positions in 2021. 
 
******************************************************************************************************************
Nominations & Leadership:  We are currently looking for leaders and members to fill posi-
tions in our church committees for the 2021 starting year.  If you have the time and would like to 
know more about the various committees and opening, please contact Pastor Larry, Shari Wesche, 
Keith Caldwell—members of the Nominations & Leadership Committee. 
 

E-Giving:  Be sure to check out our website:  www.cedarspringsumc.org.   

We now have the ability to do offerings electronically.   

Just click on the “Online Giving” button located on any web page or the menu at the top 

and follow the instructions.  If you have any questions, please contact the church office. 

2021 Budget Forms  
Budget forms that were dispersed to all of our committee chairs are due back into the office by Mon-
day, November 9. 
If you have any questions about your budget or spending for the 2020 year, please contact the 
Treasurer, Art Gerhardt @ treasurer@cedarspringsumc.org. 
 
****************************************************************************************************************** 
 
Stewardship Pledge Cards 
You should be receiving your 2021 Stewardship Pledge cards in the mail during the first week of No-
vember.  If you do not receive one, please contact the church office and we will  make sure to get it 
to you.  Please return the pledge cards to the office by November 30.  You can mail them or put 
them in the Sunday offering plate.  If you have any questions, please contact Jennifer at the office 
phone number. 
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Support our local food pantries that are assisting  the community’s 
food needs.  At this time North Kent Connect is in need of mone-
tary donations while they keep their drive-thru assistance program 
going.   Contact:  616-866-3478 for more information. 
 
The Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry is also asking for both 
monetary & food item donations so that they can make sure their 
pantry stays stocked and ready for the continued numbers due to 
the effects of Covid19.  Donations can be made & mailed to the 
CSUMC—designate on check “CS Food Pantry”.  Donation of 
items can be arranged by contacting the church office.  

Feeding America, West Michigan Food Bank  
 

Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry can buy food from 
Feeding America for 16  & 18 cents per pound!   If you wish 
to send a donation directly to them at: 

 

Feeding America—West Michigan Food Bank  
864 West River Center Dr. NE 
Comstock Park MI 49321-8955 

 

ADD:  CSUMC Community Food Pantry  Number 01290  so 
your gift can be applied to our account.  Thank you for your 
support. 

Cedar Springs Community  
Food Pantry Report 

 

Clients for the month of September 2020 
  
 Families Served                  37 
 Adults Served                    60 
 Children Served        10  
 
Food Purchased     $       487.43 
Meijer Gift Cards Used     $       657.45 
Food Pantry Balance  $     6921.00 

COVID19 Kent County/United Way Grant: 
 

In September we were awarded a grant for $43,919.00 for the Cedar Springs Community 
Food Pantry.  This grant was applied for—to use to expand our current food offerings and 
assist with current needs.  Over $12,000 will be used to purchase fresh/ frozen fruits & vege-
tables and  help with the increased cost of meat purchases and personal care items.  The 
grant also included the funds to purchase (including cost of maintenance, fuel & insurance) 
of a van that can be used for both the pickup of food purchases and delivery of senior food 
boxes to senior citizens &  homebound families (this is a new ministry) and the purchase of 
commodity boxes for homebound seniors/families. 
We have purchased the van for just over $19,000 which leaves a little more than $10,000 for 
fuel, maintenance and insurance for quite a few years.  We also have a volunteer to help 
with the homebound deliveries and are looking for a few more who would be interested in 
this new ministry.  If you are interested in finding out more about it, please contact Pastor 
Larry @ 616-551-9280.  Thank you to everyone who helped make this possible.  We are ex-
cited to start using this additional support to help our food pantry continue to serve our com-
munity. 

During the month of November and December we will be providing our food pantry clients with 
some additional food items for them to be able to make their own holiday meals.  We will be using 
some of our Grant money for meat to purchase turkeys and hams for Thanksgiving and Chrismas 
dinners.  We would like to also include in their monthly pickup the following items:  stuffing, canned 
sweet potatoes and canned cranberrjy relish.  If you are able to donate any of the following items or  
would like to make a monetary donation to the Cedar Springs Food Pantry, your support is greatly 
appreciated. Thank you 

Cedar Springs Community  
Food Pantry Holiday Closures 

 

The C.S. Food Pantry will be closed: 
 
 Thanksgiving - Thursday, November 26  
 
 Christmas—Wed. December 23 & 
  Thursday, December 24 
New Year—Wed. December 30 & 
  Thursday, December 31 
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The following paragraph is taken from an article on the Kids 
Hope website from 2017. It is still true even though we are not 
meeting with our kiddos at the present time. Please keep eve-
ryone involved in your prayers. 
 
 

Partnering churches agree that KIDS HOPE USA offers churches and schools a proven, award-
winning model to meet the emotional, social and academic needs of children. KIDS HOPE USA 
programs create one-on-one mentoring relationships between adult church members, willing to 
give a little time and a lot of love, and at-risk elementary school children in their community who 
need caring adults in their lives. Utilizing the existing structures of churches and elementary 
schools as the framework for these programs, KIDS HOPE USA has created successful, sustaina-
ble and life-changing church-school partnerships. 

All women of the church are welcome to come to the meetings and help with our events.   
We would love to have you join us in our faith walk.   
 

2020 UMW Board: 
President:  Mari Anne Jones    Vice-President:  Shari Wesche 
Secretary:  Bonnie Hitchingham    Treasurer:  Betty VanderWal 
Devotions and Inspiration:  open    Nominations:  open 
Awards and Special Recognitions:  Carolyn Davis   UMW Parsonage Rep:  Linda Hagan 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
2020 Meeting Schedule – Saturday 10AM in the church Library/Parlor:    
 

November 21st  - Meeting has been canceled.  We will meet again Saturday, January, 16th at 10AM at the church. 
 
 

If you are interested in learning more about UMW, please don’t hesitate to ask one of the ladies listed above.  We always 
welcome questions and interest in what we do and we are always looking to have more ladies join us in our time of gather-
ing.  You don’t have to be a member of the church to join us.   
        Blessings,  Mari Anne Jones, UMW President 

Vote… 
 

Even if your vote is  

not for my candidate! 
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Please come join the fun as we decorate our 
church for the Christmas Season!  We are plan-
ning Sunday, November 22 directly after 
church.  Of course, we will be practicing face 
masks and social distancing.  There will be 
trees, wreaths, lights, bows, ornaments, and of 
course, food!  Let’s make this a joyful time with 
many hands to prepare for the Birth of Je-
sus!!  Please sign up on the sheet available on 
table outside sanctuary. 

 
Veteran’s Day  -  If you have a picture you 
would like to send in to the church office of a Vet-
eran we can honor – we would love to add them 
to our video.  Please send photos with name and 
branch of military by Tuesday, November 3

rd
.  

Send to office@cedarspringsumc.org. 

Saturday, November 7 the Charge Cofnerence 
will be held over ZOOM for Church Elected 
Leaders. 
 
If you have not turned your paperwork into the 
office, please do so. 
 
If you have not received your link to connect to 
the Zoom Conference Wednesday, November 4, 
please contact the church office. 

mailto:office@cedarspringsumc.org
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Birthdays 
 
Nov.   1 Rosann Gerhardt 

Nov.   2 Danielle August 

Nov.   3 Emily Neiderheide 

  Mark Scooros 

Nov.   7 Randy Neiderheide 

Nov. 10 Gerald Collis 

  Lennen Johnson 

Nov. 11 Brenden Morris 

Nov. 14 Dan Christie 

  Kevin Morris 

Nov. 17 Craig Gates 

Nov. 19 Janet Avis 

Nov. 20 Marjorie Clark 

Nov. 23 Dan Davis 

Nov. 25 Kara Johnson 

Nov. 30 Tom Noreen 

Anniversaries 
 
Nov.  2 Bill & Mary Yuncker 

Nov.  7 Gary & Teresa Tibbe 

Nov.  8 Chuck & Tonnie Smith 

Nov. 24 Albert & Frances Abel 

Nov. 24 Dennis & Evilo Cassidy 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Weekly  
 
9am-Adult 
Bible Study on-
line 
 
9:30am –
Online Worship  
 

Weekly  
 

Office closed 

Weekly 
 
Office Closed 
 
C.S. Food 
Pantry Drive-
thru 9:00-11:00 
for NKC Clients 
with referrals 
 

Weekly  
 

Office closed 
 
C.S. Food 
Pantry Drive-
thru 9:00-11:00 
for NKC Clients 
with referrals 

Weekly  
 

Office closed 
 
C.S. Food 
Pantry Drive-
thru 9:00-11:00 
for NKC Clients 
with referrals 

Weekly  
 
Office closed 

Weekly  

 
 

      

1 
All Saints 
Sunday 
 
Daylight 
Savings Ends 
Turn clocks 
back. 

2 
 

3 4 5 
Task Force 
ZOOM Meeting-
7pm 

6 7 
Charge 
Conference 
ZOOM 

8 9 10 11 
 

12 13 14 

15 16 
Finance Mtg-
5:30pm 
 
Council Mtg-
6:30pm 

17 
Bllod Drive-
12:30pm 

18 
Food Pantry 
Support Team 
Mtg-11am 
 

19 
 

20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 
Happy 
Thanksgiving 

27 28 
 

29 30      

November 
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OUR VISION AT CEDAR SPRINGS UMC: 
We share the love and hope of Jesus Christ... 
 

 by inviting people of all ages to participate with 

 openness and sincerity 

 by worshipping through music and fellowship 

 by studying God's Word together 

 by praying and caring for each other 

 by serving each other, our community, and 

 our world 

 by giving of our time, talent, gifts, and resources 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 140 S. Main St., PO Box K    
        Cedar Springs MI 49319        

Pastor  
 

Larry French 
pastorlarryfrench@gmail.com 

 
(616) 551-9280 

 

Pastor Office Hours 
 

Tues. & Thurs.  
11:00 am-1:00 pm 

Wed. 9:00 am—1:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

Ministry Assistant 
 

Jennifer August 
office@cedarspringsumc.org   

 

Church Office Hours 
Mon.-Thurs.  

9:00a.m. to 1:00p.m. 
 

Church Office  
Phone:  616-696-1140 

 
 

Website & Email 
www.cedarspringsumc.org 

office@cedarspringsumc.org 

Chimes Newsletter Articles: 
 

Send information to  
office e-mail  Subject line 

“Chimes”  
by the 15

th
 of each month. 

 

Worship Schedule 
  

Sunday Worship Service  
at 9:30 a.m. 

 
 

Wednesdays:  
(September –May) 

6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 
With a 5:30pm dinner 

Find us on Facebook:  Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 

Chimes   

November 2020 

http://www.umc.org/atf/cf/%7bDB6A45E4-C446-4248-82C8-E131B6424741%7d/cross_and_flame_color.jpg

