
 

  

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 
                We Share the Love and Hope 

                  of Jesus Christ.  
 

  Pastor Larry’s Ponderings…  
 
It is easy to see why Autumn is many folks’ favorite time of year.  This 
season brings with it pumpkin spiced coffee drinks and comfy sweaters.  
For others, it’s a time of foreboding.  The weather is changing, and the 
dreaded Winter is fast approaching.  In this time of COVID-19, approach-
ing Winter weather means many fear how they are going to get their ne-
cessities, like fresh food and personal care items.  Many seniors in our 
community are already feeling isolated, and the impending cold weather 
only makes this situation worse.   
 

The Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry has been awarded a grant for nearly $44K to address this and other strug-
gles in our community that have been increased by the COVID-19 Pandemic.  Over $12k of this money will go to in-
creasing the amount and variety of fresh foods, frozen meat, and personal care items we distribute to our current Com-
munity Food Pantry clients.  The rest is designated to buy a delivery van and the senior boxes we will then distribute to 
local home-bound seniors.  We intend to serve more than 650 seniors over the next 12 months with this program, but we 
need your help. 
 
Stewardship (how the church manages the money you give) is an important part of being a church that works together., 
It’s ministries like this new Senior Box program, along with the ongoing ministries like the Cedar Springs Community 
Food Pantry , that make your giving a living gift of the body of Christ.  Equally important are Missions Giving, and the 
General Fund (how we keep the church running).   
 
As a church we have given over $6K to United Methodist Missions in the past 6 months -  Missions like last month’s fo-
cus, UMCOR.  This month’s missions focus will be World Communion Sunday supporting scholarships for scholars who 
will become leaders of the Church and Hand 2 Hand in our local schools that sends food home so food insecure stu-
dents will have meals over the weekends.   
 
Our General Fund is currently operating over budget for the first 6 months of 2020.   This brings me to a different kind of 
stewardship:  How you manage the good blessings God has given you.  It’s that time of year when we ask you to review 
your giving commitment and decide for yourself if your level of giving fits with your faith perspective. 
 
There is much riding on your faithful giving to your Cedar Springs United Methodist Church.  
We wish to remain in ministry to our community and to the world, and we cannot do it without 
you.  We here at Cedar Springs UMC consider all our members to be like family.  May God 
bless you always and may the Holy Spirit of Christ ever be your guide. 
 
Blessings of peace and love to you, 

       Pastor Larry   

 

October 2020 

Holiday closures:   Church Office & C.S. Community Food Pantry are closed - 
    Thanksgiving—Thursday, November 26 
    Christmas & New Year’s—Thursdays, December 24 & 31 
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Prayer is the primary work of God’s people.  It is a vital connection to God 
where we can hear from, listen to, and respond to God.   
We encourage you to pray as part of being a healthy disciple.  

 
   Names will remain on the prayer list for 1 month unless notified.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer brings comfort and strength to each of us.   How can we prayer for you? 
 
Please contact the church office at - phone: (616)696-1140 or email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org) 
to be added or have someone you would like us to add to our prayer list. 

Please send your special messages, prayers  and “Thank You” notes to the Church Office if you 
would like them in the Chimes Newsletter.  You can drop off or email to:  
office@cedarspringsumc.org 
———————————————————————————————————————————— 
We also welcome photos that we might be able to share!  Send photos of Church events to the 
above email with Subject Line:  “Church Photos”.  Please include a brief note about the event/photo 
and we may use it in the newsletter. 

Please keep these families in your prayers: 
 
Madeline Harvey & family on the passing of her husband, Jackie Harvey. 
 
Chris Segard and family on the passing of her nephew, Peter Mosher. 

Members Friends In Care Facilities 

Madeline Harvey & family Bill Rau The Brook of C.S.- 

Dan & Diane Christie Carol Zanto    Albert & Frances Abel 

Bev Hale Shirley Hegedus    Phil & Bev Wesche 

Keith Caldwell Gwen Leach & family Metron of C.S. - 

Woody & Jan Avis Corinne McClain & parents    Rose Hunter 

Wayne & June Price Family of Peter Mosher Addington Place 

Gerry & Lois Collis Mike Zachow    Ethel Ergang 

Hal Ringler Dale Waller   

Fred & Carollee Gunnell Tim Price   

Bud & Helen Gambee Randy Benedict   

      

Kids Hope USA: Mentors, Prayer Partners, and Students 

In Our Country’s Service:   

Jordan Ackerman Aaron Burnside Tyler Hinton 

Mitchell Phillips Elisabeth Bullen   

Nick Segard Peter & Mikelle Noreen   

Jenny Jo Collin (Mueller) Russell & Janet (Noreen) Scott-Evelyn, Noah 

James & Jackie (Champion) Finley Ben & Sarah (Noreen) Smith- Kate, Jessica 
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Our church has moved into Phase II of our reopening plan 
and is now open for Sunday Worship, small church groups 

and drive-thru food pantry.  
 

While we may be starting to open up, we will continue to 
stay strong in our communication  and home support. 

We are working hard to stay connected.   
 

Thank you everyone for reaching out and checking-in with 
each other & for communicating to us people’s needs. 

www.cedarspringsumc.org 

Send  
a letter   

Please Register--Even if your vote is not for my candidate, I 
respect your position, even if it is 

different from mine. Just because I disagree with you doesn’t 
mean I don’t like you. How do we 

talk about candidates without attacking each other? 
 

Absentee Ballots--Have you requested your absentee ballot? 

Call family  
and friends  

so they 
know you 

are  
thinking of 

them. 

 

Many thanks for all the prayers and food brought to us during 
this time. God. 

  Bless you all, Keith and Helene Caldwell. 

Sunday, October 4, 2020 

We have decided not to hold our Halloween 
Warm-up Station this year due to the ever-

changing conditions of COVID19.   
Our community members’ safety is at the top of 

importance to us and we will look forward to 
bringing the warm-up station back next year. 
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We are now into the final quarter of 2020. We look forward to coming 

together for in-person worship with those we’ve missed so greatly. 

We are reminded again of the constancy of God’s love as we antici-

pate the seasons of Thanksgiving and Advent. Meanwhile the recur-

rence of Special Sundays keep us conscious of the strength of being 

           United with many others in our world-wide church. 
 

The first Sunday in October (the 4th) we observe World Communion Sunday. This is a time of celebration with Chris-

tians from many denominations all over the globe. We join together to share the blessings of Christ’s promise to nurture 

and strengthen us as we observe this sacrament. I don’t know the form taking communion will have this year due to health 

restrictions. However, we can always observe in our hearts and minds whatever the elements. The importance of this day 

is the recognition that we are joined with many and that we are one in brother- and sisterhood as Christians loving and 

serving all over the world. 
 

The mission offering taken on World Communion Sunday supports scholarships for scholars who will become leaders of 

the Church. Your choice to give today empowers a diverse mix of national and international ethnic young adults to make a 

global impact for Christ. Half of the offering benefits World Communion Scholarships for graduate students from the U. S. 

and other countries; the remainder assists Ethnic Scholarships for U.S. and international undergraduates studying in the 

U.S. and Ethnic In-Service Training. We will be supporting committed students who will serve the cause of Christ many 

years into the future.You may give your gifts for this throughout the month. 
 

As the month goes on we encourage you to support Hand 2 Hand. This is the program in our local schools that sends 

food home so food insecure students will have meals over the weekends. Our church is asked to supply fruit or pudding 

cups and soups. If you purchase items, you can bring them to the church at the door by the Office on Tuesday, Wednes-

day or Thursday mornings. Just put your bags by the door and ring the doorbell. They will be picked up without you having 

to come into the building. Also, if you bring them with you to worship, there will be a box to receive your contributions. If 

you prefer, make a monetary gift and indicate that it is for Hand 2 Hand and the needed items will then be purchased. This 

is an on-going ministry that we support throughout the year. 
 

In other Octobers we have taken part in the CROP Hunger Walk. That is not happening this year. However, you can still 

support local programs at North Kent Connect and the Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry, housed in our church, 

with your gifts marked for Hunger. 
 

I know you are aware of the great needs for helping those who have been and are impacted by the natural disasters that 

continue to happen in our state and country. UMCOR is in these communities. Floods, fires, hurricanes--we may not be 

able to be with those affected in person but our gifts can support the relief work that is taking place. UMCOR will be in 

these places when it is time to re-build. 
 

On that note, one of the organizations UMCOR is working with in Michigan is Mennonite Disaster Service. At this time MDS 

is calling for volunteers to work in Gladwin county where the dam failures occurred in May. There are 1100 homes that 

were damaged. They are recruiting volunteers for one-day at a time work. If you can get a group together or are willing to 

go yourself, please call Ken Sutter (6l6-693-2683). He can answer the questions of when and where your service can be 

used. This is a way to be hands-on in relief work. 
 

This is a challenging time. Together we can do more as we carry out the directive given in Galatians 6:2--”Carry 

each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” 

 

 

Missions News 
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Starting on Tuesdays from 6:30-8:30 p.m.  
 
Our first meeting date will be October 6

th
. 

 
Please contact Pastor Larry if you have ques-
tions or are interested in being a part of this 
Bible Study group.  All are welcome! 

Sharing Our Commission  - Keith Caldwell, CLM & Outreach Chair 
 

Recently I was looking in our hymnal and spotted “Pass It On” .  We sang this a lot in the 70’s and it 
even went to the top 40 stations. The third verse tells everything about outreach: 
  

I wish for you my friend 
This happiness that I've found 

You can depend on Him 
It matters not where you're bound 
I'll shout it from the mountain top 

I want my world to know 
The Lord of love has come to me 

I want to pass it on. 
 
The life we live, the love and compassion we give, tell everything about God’s love.  So let’s pass it 
on in all we do and say.  

We are looking for volunteers who would like to be Liturgists for our Sunday Worship.  You 

can  record yourself and send in or you can come to the church and Pastor Larry will rec-

ord you.  If you are interested, please contact Sue Harrison @ 616-696-0456. 
 

October Liturgists: 

  10/04  -  Chris Segard  10/11  -  Tom Noreen   

  10/18  -  Betty VanderWal 10/25  -  Sue Harrison 

Even though we have started in-person 
worship you can still join us for online 
Worship on Sunday (late afternoon)—you 
can connect via YouTube, Facebook or 
on our website’s “Worship” page. 

In-person Worship 
Masks are required.   

Temperature checks at door.  
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The Trustee Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, October 8 @ 7:00 p.m.  
in the Fellowship Hall. 

 
Finance Meeting is Monday, October 19 @ 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

 
Church Council Meeting is also Monday, October 19 @ 6:30 p.m.   

In the Fellowship Hall. 
 
 
 

Building Use – With the church entering Phase II of reopening, small church groups meeting for 
church related business will be allowed to meet in the Fellowship Hall as needed.  Groups must con-
tact the church office to be added to the calendar so that we can maintain our highest level of safety 
and cleaning.  We will also continue to operate the Food Pantry as a “drive-thru” only pantry and 
want to ensure there are no issues with the space.  Thank you everyone for working together to 
keep all safe. 
 
Church Treasurer – Cedar Springs UMC is still looking for a part-time Treasurer.  The position is 10
-12 hours per month at $15/hr.  We are looking for someone with a strong financial back-
ground.  Please send your resume to office@cedarspringsumc.org. 
 
Nominations & Leadership:  We are currently looking for leaders and members to fill positions in our 
church committees for the 2021 starting year. 
 
****************************************************************************************************************** 
 
Greetings Church Family, 
 
This year’s end-of-year conference will look a little different than in the past (tire of hearing that 
phrase yet?).  This year the Midwest District has decided that all churches will hold Charge Confer-
ences via ZOOM, instead of Church Conference gathered together in the sanctuary like we are ac-
customed.  You might ask, “What is the difference between a Charge Conference and a Church 
Conference?”. 
 
 A Church Conference includes all the members of the church.  A Charge Conference is a meeting 
of just the elelcted leadership in the church.  Due to the constraints of ZOOM, the District has decid-
ed this would be the best way to conduct the year end business, since everyone is represented by 
those they have elected to leadership positions.  Therefore, it is extremely important to fill any com-
mittee chair and other elected positions in the church.  If you think you might be able, I invite you to 
consider serving your church family in this way. 
 
Blessing of peace and love to you all, 
       Pastor Larry 
 
  

E-Giving:  Be sure to check out our website:  www.cedarspringsumc.org.   

We now have the ability to do offerings electronically.   

Just click on the “Online Giving” button located on any web page or the menu at the top 

and follow the instructions.  If you have any questions, please contact the church office. 

mailto:office@cedarspringsumc.org
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Support our local food pantries that are assisting  the community’s 
food needs.  At this time North Kent Connect is in need of mone-
tary donations while they keep their drive-thru assistance program 
going.   Contact:  616-866-3478 for more information. 
 
The Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry is also asking for both 
monetary & food item donations so that they can make sure their 
pantry stays stocked and ready for the continued numbers due to 
the effects of Covid19.  Donations can be made & mailed to the 
CSUMC—designate on check “CS Food Pantry”.  Donation of 
items can be arranged by contacting the church office.  

Feeding America, West Michigan Food Bank  
 

Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry can buy food from 
Feeding America for 16  & 18 cents per pound!   If you wish 
to send a donation directly to them at: 

 

Feeding America—West Michigan Food Bank  
864 West River Center Dr. NE 
Comstock Park MI 49321-8955 

 

ADD:  CSUMC Community Food Pantry  Number 01290  so 
your gift can be applied to our account.  Thank you for your 
support. 

Vote… 
 
Even if your vote is  

not for my candidate! 

Cedar Springs Community  
Food Pantry Report 

 

Clients for the month of August 2020 
  
 Families Served                  35 
 Adults Served                    67 
 Children Served        26  
 
Food Purchased     $       518.06 
Meijer Gift Cards Used     $       865.41 
Food Pantry Balance  $    9433.00 

COVID19 Kent County/United Way Grant: 
 
In September we were awarded a grant for $43,919.00 for the Cedar Springs Community Food 
Pantry.  This grant was applied for—to use to expand our current food offerings and assist with 
current needs.  Over $12,000 will be used to purchase fresh/ frozen fruits & vegetables and  help 
with the increased cost of meat purchases and personal care items.  The grant also included the 
funds to purchase (including cost of maintenance, fuel & insurance) of a van that can be used for 
both the pickup of food purchases and delivery of senior food boxes to senior citizens &  home-
bound families (this is a new ministry) and the purchase of commodity boxes for homebound sen-
iors/families. 
Pastor Larry is working to find volunteers who would be interested in the Homebound Food Deliv-
ery Ministry.  If you are interested in finding out more about it, please contact him @ 616-551-
9280.   
Thank you to everyone who helped make this possible.  We are excited to receive this additional 
support to help our food pantry continue to serve our community. 
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All women of the church are welcome to come to the meetings and help with our events.   
We would love to have you join us in our faith walk.   
 

2020 UMW Board: 
President:  Mari Anne Jones    Vice-President:  Shari Wesche 
Secretary:  Bonnie Hitchingham    Treasurer:  Betty VanderWal 
Devotions and Inspiration:  open    Nominations:  open 
Awards and Special Recognitions:  Carolyn Davis   UMW Parsonage Rep:  Linda Hagan 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
2020 Meeting Schedule – Saturday 10AM in the church Library/Parlor:   9/19 and 11/21 (please watch for an email 
as to whether or not we will have our meetings) 
 

In light of the Covid-19 situation, our UMW sale in October has been cancelled.  We plan to be back on track in 
the spring with our sale.  More information to come as we decide on our schedule for next year.  Please hold off 
on bringing in your donations until we feel we can start taking them in again.   
 

If you are interested in learning more about UMW, please don’t hesitate to ask one of the ladies listed above.  We always 
welcome questions and interest in what we do and we are always looking to have more ladies join us in our time of gather-
ing.  You don’t have to be a member of the church to join us.   
        Blessings,  Mari Anne Jones, UMW President 

     
Hello!  The Welcome and Care Team is beginning to regroup like everyone else at Cedar Springs UMC. 
First, there is a HUGE Thank You necessary to everyone who took the time to reach out to keep in 
touch with our church family during this “hiatus”. There were flowers, phone calls, cards, treats, texts, 
emails, etc. done to keep people feeling connected and cared for.  
 
The Welcome and Care Team’s purpose is to “provide congregational Care and support to families in a 

personal and compassionate way and to provide a welcoming atmosphere and opportunity to sense God’s 
             presence and grace.” This certainly shone through with your acts of love and kindness to our congregation! 
 

As Fall approaches and our church is open for people to worship in person - when they are ready (following guidelines, of course) - 
we are entering into a new season in more ways than one - How Exciting !! 
 

The Welcome and Care Team plans to continue our many ministries and look forward to bringing new ideas and projects to fruition. 
Preparing our church for the Christmas Season (Hanging of the Greens) is an area we could use help with. Basically, the person 
and/or persons would be responsible for organizing the decorating event. There’s a basic plan to follow, decorations galore, volun-
teers at hand - just need a “director”. If this sounds like something you might enjoy, please contact me. We are always open to more 
members and new ideas on our team as well.  Looking forward to worshipping with you again! 
       

       Shari Wesche  Wesche.shari@gmail.com  616 696 9514 

Please VOTE November 3rd.  
Even if your vote is not for my candidate, I respect your 
position even if it is different from mine.  
 
Just because I disagree with you doesn’t mean I don’t 
like you. 
 
How do we talk about candidates without attacking 
each other? 

Welcome  

& Care 

 Committee 
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The Kids’ Hope ministry at Cedar Springs United 
Methodist Church is taking a leave of absence. 
We hope that school will be back to normal in 
January, and we will return then.   The main rea-
son for this change is that the CS Public Schools 
do not allow anyone into the building, so we 
would not be able to meet face-to-face with the 
children.  
 

The national office of Kids’ Hope has alternative options,  but my main concern is that the school 
staff would have to be responsible for doing the things that I have done since being the director. 
They would have to get the parental permission, serve as the host of any online meeting, schedule 
the call, and send all the links, and supervise the calls by monitoring mentor-student sessions. 
There is a pen pal option, also. However, the national office suggests that the mentor drop off 
things for the student, and we can’t do that. Again, the school would have to monitor and supervise 
the communication with me, the school contact, teacher, and/or parent.  
 
The staff is already under immense pressure to educate the children under unusual and less that 
perfect conditions. It seems like a lot to ask more of them. 
 
I thank all of you in our ministry who were willing to try it. I thank those of you who are willing to 
start when we can again do face-to-face mentoring. I thank those of you who are in the training pro-
cess. I thank all of you who have been part of us in the past. We need everyone in our congrega-
tion to be praying for this program—the mentors, the children we have now, the children who have 
left the Cedar Springs Public Schools, the parents, the teachers, the non-classroom staff, and our 
whole school district. 
       Janis 

Kids Hope USA Volunteers Are My Heroes—By Guest Post (Posted September 22, 2020) 
In 25 Years—By Virgil Gulker (09/18/2020) Founder of KHUSA 

 
We all have heroes. My heroes? The thousands of KHUSA volunteers who have accepted a higher call to 
make a difference in the life of a child. Volunteers like Roger DeFeyter, a street saint who has been part of 

a child’s life since the very start of KHUSA. 25 years! 
Over the years, I have tried to understand what it is about these volunteers that so touches the lives of 
children. These people are not counselors, social workers or teachers. How is it they have a significant 

impact on the child’s academic performance, attitude and behavior? 
I found the answer in the three questions most KHUSA children ask most often: 

“Are you paid?” children ask. They know they are special when this volunteer, who visits 
them every week, is the only person not paid to work with them. Knowing that these people from the 

neighborhood church are “good for nothing” makes the children feel special. 
“How many other kids do you see at my school?” This is the question asked most often by our kids. One 
child asked this question fifty weeks in a row. She simply could not believe this wonderful lady came to 

the school, just to visit her. 
“Are you coming back?” No matter how faithful the volunteer, many children cannot believe this person 

will care enough to return week after week. The children feel valued because the volunteers do not 
disappoint them. They show up! 

I smile when volunteers tell me their relationship with a KIDS HOPE USA child is the most important 
thing they have done in their lives. Many are concerned they may be receiving an even greater blessing 

than the children. These people are my heroes and I thank God for them. 



10 

 

Birthdays 
Oct. 10 David Viau 
Oct. 11 Scott Phillips 
Oct. 12 Carol Brooks 
  Teresa Tibbe 
Oct. 13 Dorothy Scott 
Oct. 14 Lily Scott 
  Andrew Wesche 
Oct. 18 Sophia Covell 
Oct. 20 Karen Mueller 
  Lyle Perry 
  Barb Waller 
Oct. 21 Rick Kilts 
Oct 23  Evelyn Scott 
Oct. 27 Cassidy Mayo 
Oct. 28 Sue Harrison 
  Bonnie Hitchingham 
Oct. 29 Tyler Covell 
Oct. 31 Janet Scott 
 
 

Anniversaries 
Oct.  3  Andy & Valerie Drier 
  Craig & Sue Gates 
Oct.  9  Darin & Katelyn Johnson 
Oct. 10 Dave & Cheryl Viau 
Oct. 14 Sid & Rose Kempf 
Oct. 15 Wayne & June Price 
  Gene & Barb Waller 
Oct. 16 Eric & Stacey Wesche 
Oct. 19 George & Ruth DeYoung 
Oct. 20 Tim & Dorothy Scott 
Oct. 23 Gerald & Lois Collis 
Oct. 24 Rick & Ruth Kilts 
Oct. 27 Jeff & Mari Anne Jones 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Weekly  
 
9am-Adult 
Bible Study on-
line 
 
9:30am –
Online Worship  
 

Weekly  
 

Office closed 

Weekly 
 
Office Closed 
 
C.S. Food 
Pantry Drive-
thru 9:00-11:00 
for NKC Clients 
with referrals 
 

Weekly  
 

Office closed 
 
C.S. Food 
Pantry Drive-
thru 9:00-11:00 
for NKC Clients 
with referrals 

Weekly  
 

Office closed 
 
C.S. Food 
Pantry Drive-
thru 9:00-11:00 
for NKC Clients 
with referrals 

Weekly  
 
Office closed 

Weekly  

 
 

   1 
 

2 3 
 

4 
Communion 
Sunday 
 

5 
 

6 7 8 
Trustee Mtg—
7pm 

9 10 

11 12 13 14 
Food Pantry 
Support Team 
Mtg—11am 
 
 

15 16 17 

18 19 UMW Distr-
.2:30pm 
Finance 
Meeting 
5:30pm 
Council Mtg 
6:30pm 

20 21 
 

22 
 

23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
Happy 
Halloween 
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OUR VISION AT CEDAR SPRINGS UMC: 
We share the love and hope of Jesus Christ... 
 

 by inviting people of all ages to participate with 

 openness and sincerity 

 by worshipping through music and fellowship 

 by studying God's Word together 

 by praying and caring for each other 

 by serving each other, our community, and 

 our world 

 by giving of our time, talent, gifts, and resources 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 140 S. Main St., PO Box K    
        Cedar Springs MI 49319        

Pastor  
 

Larry French 
pastorlarryfrench@gmail.com 

 
(616) 551-9280 

 

Pastor Office Hours 
 

Tues. & Thurs.  
11:00 am-1:00 pm 

Wed. 9:00 am—1:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

Ministry Assistant 
 

Jennifer August 
office@cedarspringsumc.org   

 

Church Office Hours 
Mon.-Thurs.  

9:00a.m. to 1:00p.m. 
 

Church Office  
Phone:  616-696-1140 

 
 

Website & Email 
www.cedarspringsumc.org 

office@cedarspringsumc.org 

Chimes Newsletter Articles: 
 

Send information to  
office e-mail  Subject line 

“Chimes”  
by the 15

th
 of each month. 

 

Worship Schedule 
  

Sunday Worship Service  
at 9:30 a.m. 

 
 

Wednesdays:  
(September –May) 

6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 
With a 5:30pm dinner 

Find us on Facebook:  Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 

Chimes   

October  2020 
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