
 

  

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 
                We Share the Love and Hope 

                  of Jesus Christ.  
 

  Pastor Larry’s Ponderings…  
 

September is a month of transitions.  Summer transitions into Au-
tumn.  The leaves start to change from green to all the colors of 
Fall.  The Gospel lessons in the Lectionary text transition as well, 
from Jesus traveling the countryside teaching and healing, to a 
series of lessons regarding how we should engage with each 
other as His church.  Jesus will tell us stories to help us under-

stand how to be one body of Christ, and how that body is to interact with the world.  We will explore 
these parables together, and we will discern what they mean to us today.   
 
September I also a time when we organize ourselves to make budget-
ing decisions, ministry decisions and do the general work of the 
church.  We don’t like to talk about money.  It makes us uncomforta-
ble.  Maybe it’s because of stories like Jesus getting so mad at the 
money changers in the temple that He turned over their tables? (Matt. 
21:12)  Or maybe it’s the of stories like Jesus telling the Pharisees to 
“Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to 
God.” (Matt.22:21) that turn us off to the subject? 
 
How the church manages the money you faithfully give is called “stewardship”, so when the church 
campaigns for your pledges, its typically called a “stewardship campaign”.  Faithful giving is important, 
and we can have good conversations about money, and soon we will discuss Cedar Springs UMC’s 
Stewardship Campaign for 2020-2021.  But to give you a glimpse at results from the last campaign, so 
far this year we are currently at 95% of last year’s giving for the same time period.  That is fantastic 
considering last year we were not in the midst of a global pandemic!  And as far as pledges go, as of 
mid-August we are 69% of our annual total with 70% of the year gone.  This tells me we are right on 
target – hurray!   
 
So, we can have positive conversations about money in the church.  I want you 
to know that you all have my heartfelt appreciation for your loyalty and faithful-
ness to God’s ministry here on earth.  May peace and love fill your hearts now 
and forever. 
       Pastor Larry  

Sept. 2020 

Holiday closures:   Church Office & C.S. Community Food Pantry are closed - 
    Labor Day—Monday, September 7 
    Thanksgiving—Thursday, November 26 



2 

 

Prayer is the primary work of God’s people.  It is a vital connection to God 
where we can hear from, listen to, and respond to God.   
We encourage you to pray as part of being a healthy disciple.  

 
 Names will remain on the prayer list for 1 month unless notified.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please pray for all our students and families as they make the decisions about how the children will 
be educated this fall.  Pray for school staff at all levels as well.  There are difficult decisions that will 
have to be made almost daily. 
 
Prayer brings comfort and strength to each of us.   
How can we prayer for you? 
 
Please contact the church office at - phone: (616)696-1140 or email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org) 
to be added or have someone you would like us to add to our prayer list. 
 
 

Please send your special messages, prayers  and “Thank You” notes to the Church Office if you 
would like them in the Chimes Newsletter.  You can drop off or email to:  
office@cedarspringsumc.org 
———————————————————————————————————————————— 
We also welcome photos that we might be able to share!  Send photos of Church events to the above 
email with Subject Line:  “Church Photos”.  Please include a brief note about the event/photo and we 
may use it in the newsletter. 

Members Friends In Care Facilities 

Woody & Jan Avis Darcey Raymond The Brook of C.S.- 

Wayne & June Price Family of Barbara Mickam    Albert & Frances Abel 

Gerry & Lois Collis Walt Jones    Phil & Bev Wesche 

Hal Ringler Dale Waller   

Fred & Carollee Gunnell Tim Price Metron of C.S. - 

Bud & Helen Gambee Randy Benedict    Rose Hunter 

      

    Addington Place 

       Ethel Ergang 

      

      

Kids Hope USA: Mentors, Prayer Partners, and Students 

In Our Country’s Service:   

Jordan Ackerman Aaron Burnside Tyler Hinton 

Mitchell Phillips Elisabeth Bullen   

Nick Segard Peter & Mikelle Noreen   

Jenny Jo Collin (Mueller) Russell & Janet (Noreen) Scott-Evelyn, Noah 

James & Jackie (Champion) Finley Ben & Sarah (Noreen) Smith- Kate, Jessica 
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Dear Church family, 
 
We would like to thank our church family for all the prayers, calls, cards, 
snacks and meals the ladies brought to me during Leon’s illness and at his 
passing. Thank you to Pastor Larry for his kind words and message. 
We are blessed to have so many caring people in our life. God bless all of you. 
 
Janet Avery,   Deb & Harold Yancey, Nancy & Ed Johnson 

Adopt-a-Highway Cleanup  
 
I’d like to thank those that came out and helped pickup trash along our two-mile 
stretch of M46 from Algoma Avenue to Olin Lakes Road on August 1. Considering 
that there was no spring cleanup, we only filled nine trash bags. Our fall cleaup 
time runs from September 26 through October 4. We will plan on September 26 
as the primary pickup date with October 3 being the alternate. Please mark your 
calendars for these dates. The more folks we have, the less time it takes to com-
plete the pickup. If you have questions, please contact Tom Noreen at 696-5186 
or tomnoreen@aol.com 

Our church building may still be closed, but church is “open” and strong 
through the communication and connections each of you are keeping!   

We are working hard to stay connected.   
Thank you everyone for reaching out and checking-in with each other & 

for communicating to us people’s needs. 

 

 
 

 
 

Next Blood Drive @ CSUMC  
Tuesday, September 15  
starting @ 12:30 p.m. 

www.cedarspringsumc.org 

Send  
a letter   

Please Register--Even if your vote is not for my candidate, I 
respect your position, even if it is 

different from mine. Just because I disagree with you doesn’t 
mean I don’t like you. How do we 

talk about candidates without attacking each other? 
 

Absentee Ballots--Have you requested your absentee ballot? 

Call family  
and friends  

so they 
know you 

are  
thinking of 

them. 
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  What comes to your mind as you think of Septembers past? I always loved 

getting ready to go back to school--first for myself and then for my children. I 

enjoyed the preparation and the comfort of resuming routines. It was time for 

Christian Ed. classes to resume and more folks were regularly in worship. 

Hold on to your thoughts of past Septembers and remain flexible for an au-

tumn like no other. A recent comparison of our mission giving this year to last, 

indicates that we are only about $1000 less this year than last. That is a great 

indicator of your faithfulness in this strange time. 
 

As we considered what mission or missions to emphasize for this month, we were very aware that there are 

MANY needs and worthy programs and ministries working to meet those needs. One, UMCOR,(United Methodist 

Committee on Relief) has several established funds it is administering to meet a variety of needs. We have given 

for disaster relief, refugee care, and COVID 19 special needs, such as those among Native American communi-

ties and newly impoverished families because of the disease. 
 

All of these currently need support. The flooding in mid-Michigan is still in the early stages of recovery. The latest 

domestic disaster is that caused by wind in Iowa and other Midwestern states. Fires are burning wildly and the 

disease still rages. More and more families are helped with programs supported by UMCOR grants like those at 

work with Henderson Settlement and Red Bird Mission. Families are without homes and home countries around 

the globe. We have selected UMCOR for our mission this month.. You may specify the need you want your gift 

to help alleviate. Or, if you give without designation, it will go to UMCOR for the greatest need.  We have confi-

dence that every gift will go totally to help and not for high salaries for administrators or other overhead costs. 

That makes UMCOR unique. Please give until it feels good. 
 

How do you decide what and when to give? The UM News recently carried a piece about a group of students at 

Africa University. They are students from countries other than Zimbabwe and because of the coronavirus, they 

were unable to return to their homes in other African countries. These pastoral care students looked around the 

community and found many without food to eat. They challenged their fellow students at AU to go without one 

meal a day or without meals for a day once a week and donate to a fund so they could purchase food to give to 

those without any. At the time the report was written, they had helped 110 families. They said that they found 

one mother who had stones in a pot over a fire where she was trying to give her children the hope that there 

would be a meal. They were able to bring the reality of that hope. I am challenged to see just what I can give. 

Theirs is an example of sacrificial giving. 
 

You may be wondering about the status of Hand 2 Hand. They don’t yet know what their program will look like but 

we will be supporting them once that is sorted out. 
 

The Interfaith Hospitality Network program for housing homeless families in churches a week at a time is on hold 

until at least the first of next year. They would be most appreciative of any support we can give meanwhile. 
 

When you give, be sure to indicate any special place you want your gifts to go. As we partner together as Believ-

ers and followers of Jesus, we reach beyond ourselves to others may know His love and care. 
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Habitat HiawathaLand Trip 
 
Our 15th annual mission trip to Habitat Hiawatha-
Land in Manistque on August 3 was a success. Pas-
tor Larry sent Mari Anne and Brian Jones, Sid 
Kempf and Tom Noreen off with a prayer. With 
COVID, our group was the first volunteer group 
since March. One more group from Livonia followed 
us. 
 
Habitat’s goal this summer and fall is to build a 
24x48 ft storage shed to store construction materi-
als and tools. As the first group, we started with 
what was a concrete pad and our goal was to get as 
much of the pole structure competed as we could in 
a week!  
 
We started off by laying out the building and cutting 
seventeen 2 ft square holes in the pad where the posts would go. Next we dug the post holes 42 in 
deep and 24 in across to accommodate the plastic “cookies” that went at the bottom of each hole 
for the posts to rest. It was a good thing that it was all sand. Our one treasure we excavated was 
the metal ring off an old wooden barrel. We found this about three feet down. 
 
On Wednesday, we installed the four corner posts and squared them using algebra and a string! 
Thursday and Friday we set the remaining posts and installed the skirting around the base of the 
building. We could have started on the purloins but Menards was only two days late in getting mate-
rials on site.  
 
The group from Livonia, which had eleven students and five adults, put up the purloins, headers 
and nailed on the sheeting. Kevin Brown, the construction manager, will bring his construction clas-
ses from the School Craft Intermediate School District to work on the project. 
 
The mission team wants to give special thanks to Ann Scott and Nancy Nielsen for preparing meals 
for the group that were oven ready. We’d get back in from the site, pop the meal in the oven to 
warm, and by the time we cleaned up-supper was ready!!! What a great help. Many thanks also to 
those who donated money to the mission trip! 
 

Dates for next year’s trip have been locked in for July 11-17!  
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The Trustee Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 3 @ 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Finance Meeting is Monday, September 21 @ 5:30 p.m. (Zoom/In Church to be determined) 
 

Church Council Meeting is Monday, September 21 @ 7:00 p.m.  (Zoom/In Church to be determined) 
 

 
 

Worship Kickoff! 
We are currently working to set a date and location to  

“kick off” getting back to worship.   
As soon as the details are finalized, we will get the information to everyone.   

E-Giving:  Be sure to check out our website:  www.cedarspringsumc.org.   

We now have the ability to do offerings electronically.   

Just click on the “Online Giving” button located on any web page or the menu at the top 

and follow the instructions.  If you have any questions, please contact the church office. 

Please continue to join us for  
Worship on Sundays—you can 

 connect via YouTube, Facebook & 
on our website’s worship page. 

Please  note that when we do 
resume worship in the church 
building, the new time will be 

9:30 a.m. 

We are looking for volunteers who would like to be Liturgists for our Sunday Worship.  You 

can  record yourself and send in or you can come to the church and Pastor Larry will rec-

ord you.  If you are interested, please contact Sue Harrison @ 616-696-0456. 

 

September Liturgists: 

09/06—Tom Noreen  09/13—Sue Harrison 

09/20—Kathy Ries  09/27—Betty VanderWal 
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Support our local food pantries that are assisting  the community’s 
food needs.  At this time North Kent Connect is in need of mone-
tary donations while they keep their drive-thru assistance program 
going.   Contact:  616-866-3478 for more information. 
 
The Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry is also asking for both 
monetary & food item donations so that they can make sure their 
pantry stays stocked and ready for the continued numbers due to 
the effects of Covid19.  Donations can be made & mailed to the 
CSUMC—designate on check “CS Food Pantry”.  Donation of 
items can be arranged by contacting the church office.  

Feeding America, West Michigan Food Bank  
 

Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry can buy food from 
Feeding America for 16  & 18 cents per pound!   If you wish 
to send a donation directly to them at: 

 

Feeding America—West Michigan Food Bank  
864 West River Center Dr. NE 
Comstock Park MI 49321-8955 

 

ADD:  CSUMC Community Food Pantry  Number 01290  so 
your gift can be applied to our account.  Thank you for your 
support. 

Vote… 
 
Even if your vote is  

not for my candidate! 

Cedar Springs Community  
Food Pantry Report 

 

Clients for the month of July 2020 
  
 Families Served                  25 
 Adults Served                    46 
 Children Served        06  
 
Food Purchased     $       381.66 
Meijer Gift Cards Used     $       179.49 
Food Pantry Balance  $    8,148.00 

 
July was our first official month open again as a “drive-
thru” food pantry.  We have adjusted to the new days 
and hours and are slowly seeing an increase in the 
month of August.  We anticipate our numbers will con-
tinue to increase in the same pattern that Feeding 
America is seeing an increase. 
 
Thank you everyone for the donations of both food & 
personal care items and monetary donations.  Without 
your continued support we would not be able to serve 
the clients and community. 
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All women of the church are welcome to come to the meetings and help with our events.   
We would love to have you join us in our faith walk.   
 

2020 UMW Board: 
President:  Mari Anne Jones    Vice-President:  Shari Wesche 
Secretary:  Bonnie Hitchingham    Treasurer:  Betty VanderWal 
Devotions and Inspiration:  open    Nominations:  open 
Awards and Special Recognitions:  Carolyn Davis   UMW Parsonage Rep:  Linda Hagan 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
2020 Meeting Schedule – Saturday 10AM in the church Library/Parlor:   9/19 and 11/21 (please watch for an email 
as to whether or not we will have our meetings) 
 
In light of the Covid-19 situation, our UMW sale in October has been cancelled.  Please hold off on bringing items to 

the church until the church is officially open again.  We will plan on a spectacular sale in the spring! 
 

If you are interested in learning more about UMW, please don’t hesitate to ask one of the ladies listed above.  We always 
welcome questions and interest in what we do and we are always looking to have more ladies join us in our time of gather-
ing.  You don’t have to be a member of the church to join us.   
Blessings,  Mari Anne Jones, UMW President 

Parsonage Committee: 
“We are looking for a few folks that would be interested in evaluating the parson-
age for ministry use.  We will meet at least monthly starting in August and target-
ing being able to provide a recommendation to the Church Counsel by the end of 
the year.  Please contact pastor Larry if interested at pastor-
larryfrench@gmail.com” 
 

 

Please VOTE November 3rd.  
Even if your vote is not for my candidate, I 
respect your position even if it is different 
from mine.  
 

Just because I disagree with you doesn’t 
mean I don’t like you. 
 

How do we talk about candidates without 
attacking each other? 

mailto:pastorlarryfrench@gmail.com
mailto:pastorlarryfrench@gmail.com
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Sharing Our Commission  - Keith Caldwell, CLM & Outreach Chair 
 

With Covid-19 How do we go and do anything? Who would trust a masked man? In Matthew 28 
Jesus said, “19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  
Paul shares how to do this in his letter to the Romans, 12: 9-18  Let love be genuine; hate what is 
evil, hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in 
showing honour. 11 Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord, 12 Rejoice in hope, be 
patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality 
to strangers.14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with 
those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be 
haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay any-
one evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it 
depends on you, live peaceably with all. 
It only takes a moment to tell a person you love having them in your life, and that you are a better 
person because of them. How you respect their talent, hard work and dedication and that you wish 
them the very best in all they do. Jesus showed us, a kind word goes a long way.  

What is a MENTOR?  
 

A Mentor is some who will be there for only me. 
 
Seth’s Story—Sometimes Seth got lost in the shuffle. Home life was chaotic and un-
predictable. At school, he was just another student. Everyone was so busy; he was-
n’t sure where he fit in. So he began to act out. 
 
At home and at school, the second grader had been getting into trouble when a mentor named 
Brandon came into his life. Things started to change. 
 
Once a week every week, Brandon would show up for Seth. For an hour he would listen, encour-
age, and focus solely on the young boy. He was never in a hurry. Never distracted by a task or an-
other person. It was just the two of them. No one else. This seemed too good to be true. Soon, 
Seth’s behavior began to calm. 
 
But after a year and a half of faithful mentoring, Seth’s family lost their house. It was a lot of sudden 
change. Everything seemed chaotic again, until he saw Brandon standing in the doorway of his 
classroom.  Relief washed over Seth at the sight of a familiar face. 
 
For four years, Seth treasured each moment with Brandon. Along the way, Seth grew and matured 
and thrived. As the end of his sixth grade year approached, he knew the weekly visits would soon 
end. Without a doubt, he would miss their regular times together. But he also knew he would be 
okay. Because through their years together, Seth had found confidence. And he knew his future 
was bright because he had found hope in someone who was there for only him. 
 
Please contact Janis Opperrman if you are interested in becoming a Kid’s Hope Mentor or Prayer 
Partner or if you would like to know more about the program. 
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If we have missed your  Birthday or Anniversary, 
 please let the office know.   Thank you 

Birthdays 
 
Sept.  1 Ethel Palmer 
  Barbara Workman 
Sept.  6 Ivan Opperman 
Sept.  8 Kathy Ries 
    Keith Caldwell 
Sept. 12 Karen Ringler 
Sept. 14 Lizzie August 
  Carolyn Davis 
Sept. 15 Chris Segard 
 
   
 

Anniversaries 
Sept.  3 John & Joyce Hansen 
Sept.  5 Tim & Chris Mabie 
Sept. 10 Steve & Karen Mueller 
Sept. 11 Russell & Janet Scott 
Sept. 16 Bob & Kathy Ries 
Sept. 22 Allen & Barb Kilts 
Sept. 30 Randy & Suzanne Neiderheide 

Sept. 16 Rose Kempf 
  Bill Rau 
Sept. 17 Lukas Johnson 
Sept. 20 Stacey Thompson 
Sept. 24 Rylee Armstrong 
Sept. 25 Evilo Cassady 
Sept 26 Joyce Hansen 
Sept. 29 Joseph Drier 
Sept. 30 Marjorie Covell 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Weekly  
 
9am-Adult 
Bible Study on-
line 
 
9:30am –
Online Worship  
 

Weekly  
 

Office closed 

Weekly 
 
Office Closed 
 
C.S. Food 
Pantry Drive-
thru 9:00-11:00 
for NKC Clients 
with referrals 
 

Weekly  
 

Office closed 
 
C.S. Food 
Pantry Drive-
thru 9:00-11:00 
for NKC Clients 
with referrals 

Weekly  
 

Office closed 
 
C.S. Food 
Pantry Drive-
thru 9:00-11:00 
for NKC Clients 
with referrals 

Weekly  
 
Office closed 

Weekly  

 
 

 1 2 
 

3 
Trustee 
Meeting 7pm 

4 5 
 

6 
 

7 
Labor Day 
(office closed) 

8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 
Food Pantry 
Support Team 
Meeting 11am 

17 18 19 

20 21 
Finance 
Meeting 
5:30pm 
 
Council 
Meeting 7pm 

22 23 
 

24 
 

25 26 

27 28 29 30    
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OUR VISION AT CEDAR SPRINGS UMC: 
We share the love and hope of Jesus Christ... 
 

 by inviting people of all ages to participate with 

 openness and sincerity 

 by worshipping through music and fellowship 

 by studying God's Word together 

 by praying and caring for each other 

 by serving each other, our community, and 

 our world 

 by giving of our time, talent, gifts, and resources 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 140 S. Main St., PO Box K    
        Cedar Springs MI 49319        

Pastor  
 

Larry French 
pastorlarryfrench@gmail.com 

 
(616) 551-9280 

 

Pastor Office Hours 
 

Tues. & Thurs.  
11:00 am-1:00 pm 

Wed. 9:00 am—1:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

Ministry Assistant 
 

Jennifer August 
office@cedarspringsumc.org   

 

Church Office Hours 
Mon.-Thurs.  

9:00a.m. to 1:00p.m. 
 

Church Office  
Phone:  616-696-1140 

 
 

Website & Email 
www.cedarspringsumc.org 

office@cedarspringsumc.org 

Chimes Newsletter Articles: 
 

Send information to  
office e-mail  Subject line 

“Chimes”  
by the 15

th
 of each month. 

 

Worship Schedule 
  

Sunday Worship Service  
at 9:30 a.m. 

 
 

Wednesdays:  
(September –May) 

6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 
With a 5:30pm dinner 

Find us on Facebook:  Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 

Chimes   

September 2020 

http://www.umc.org/atf/cf/%7bDB6A45E4-C446-4248-82C8-E131B6424741%7d/cross_and_flame_color.jpg

