
 

  

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 
We Share the Love and Hope 

of Jesus Christ.  
 

Play, Church, Play! 
 

Bart Giamatti, A. Bartlett to be exact, (and yes, the father of actor Paul Giamatti) was the 
seventh Commissioner of Major League Baseball. He also taught Renaissance Literature at Yale 
University. I have not Googled it, but my suspicion is that not too many people can say that. 
George F. Will reports, once Giamatti wrote that ballparks exist because there is within the human 
psyche, “a vestigial memory of an enclosed green space, as a place of freedom or play.” (George 
Will, Men at Work: The Craft of Baseball, Harper Collins, 2010). 

 
Once upon a time I spent summers in a variety of enclosed green spaces. It was freedom 

and play, with the only tangible compensation being a strawberry shake as reward for a homerun 
at age twelve. And I love the quote attributed to Pittsburgh Pirate great Willie Stargell, “The umpire 
says, ‘Play Ball’ not ‘Work Ball’.” Maybe that explains my life-long obsession with the game blend-
ing with a chosen career that originates with stories of the Garden of Eden. If I lost you on that 
leap, I’ll try to connect the dots: When humans make work out of being human, and play God in-
stead of baseball, we are out, like Adam and Eve were out. Yet we were meant to be safe. Anyone 
whose work is like play to them understands. 

 
Home, literally, feels more and more like safety these days. Some have even returned to, or 

discovered, puzzles and board games and old movies to pass the time. Some remember what they 
forgot – that home is meant to be the place where creativity is born, relationships bloom, and love 
bears all things. This may not be true for all, but it is at least the dream for all. Home can be, and is 
for many, a place where play flourishes. 

 
Most atrocities, pandemics included, can be traced to human sin. In Bible times, illness was 

thought to be a result of sin. Thankfully, that is not so today. But, when illness runs rampant be-
cause of human neglect and irresponsible behavior, the ravaging of life is indeed sinful. It is human 
nature to tamper with freedom and play until we fall, replacing God with our own self-interest. Then 
we go down a deep, seemingly unredeemable hole. And yet, here we are in the Season of Easter, 
when our claim is that sin has been overcome by One who gave his life and rose for the freedom 
of all. He has already redeemed freedom and play, for all time. The Garden of Eden may have 
been closed to Adam and Eve, but it is reopened each time a faithful one announces that the Gar-
den Tomb is empty. To be blunt, he died and rose so that we could play. Know this: Sin has had its 
turn at bat, and it struck out. “O death, where is your victory?” is the way St. Paul puts it, and Anne 
Lamott echoes, “Grace bats last.” 

 
When we come out from our imposed tombs and reassemble, perhaps we can make our life 

together a little less like work and a little more like play. What have we got to lose?  
 

 

616-696-1140 or 616-366-2421  Batter up! 
pastor@cedarspringsumc.org 

www.cedarspringsumc.org 
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PASTORAL CHANGE ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

Dear Members and Friends: 
 
We trust you are safe and managing the unusual circumstances these days. God is with us in the 
midst of it all, and we believe that we’ll be able to see one another again soon, returning to the activ-
ities of our church family that mean so much. Different, but good. God is good! All the time! 
 
As mentioned on Sunday, April 26 in virtual worship, there has been a change in the appointment of 
a new pastor to Cedar Springs UMC. Rev. Billie Lou Gillespie will not be our Pastor as previously 
announced. We regret this, as does Rev. Gillespie, however finances were not in order and in the 
end the appointment did not work out.  
 
One of the blessings of the United Methodist Church is that churches are never left very long with-
out permanent pastoral leadership. Therefore, we can now announce the appointment of Pastor 
Larry French to the Cedar Springs and Kent City Chapel Hill churches as of July 1, 2020.   
 

Pastor Larry is licensed as a local pastor in the United Methodist 
Church. His ministry has included serving as Youth Minister at Chapel 
Hill UMC in Portage, and Director of Emerging Ministries at Milwood 
UMC in Kalamazoo. He comes to us from the Gobles and Almena 
United Methodist Churches.  Before answering his call to ministry, 
Larry worked for the Food Bank of South Central Michigan as Director 
of Operations where he developed a passion for working with the food 
insecure and marginalized people of Michigan.  Larry is married to 
Sharon, and they have three adult daughters.  

 
 
We will soon announce plans for helping us through the transition in pastoral leadership, so please 
watch for the details. In the meantime, we urge you to pray for the congregations involved in this 
transition: Pastor Larry’s current churches, and the congregations of Kent City Chapel Hill and Ce-
dar Springs, who will be sharing Pastor Larry.  
 
Sincerely in Christ, 

         
Dan Davis, Chair      Bill Johnson 
CSUMC Staff Parish Relations Committee   Pastor 

Pastor Larry French 

Update from Welcome & Care Committee 
 
Hope this makes you smile in the midst of our life right now.  As you may remember, last year, before Tom 

and Hazel Palmer moved, Hazel donated several of her art work pieces to the church.  The church council 

voted from different suggestions made how best to use this gracious gift.  It was decided to have a silent 

auction with the proceeds going towards “care packages” for families who have an extended hospital stay.  

Your generous donations for the art pieces brought in $950.00, as well as the enjoyment we have from 

these beautiful pieces in our homes! 
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Prayer is the primary work of God’s people.  It is a vital connection to God 
where we can hear from, listen to, and respond to God.  We encourage you 
to pray as part of being a healthy disciple.  

 
 
Names will remain on the prayer list for 1 month unless notified.  Thank you. 

 
 

Members Friends In Care Facilities 

CSUMC Family/Friends C.S. Community The Brook of C.S.- 

Chuck Smith Judy Goodell    Albert & Frances Abel 

Leon Avery Edna Fleming & family Metron of C.S. - 

Marge Covell Jackie Tabor    Rose Hunter 

Dawn Hall & family Meghan Daniel   

Hal Ringler Gary Brooks Residents, employees 

Marty, Darcy Reister 
Madelyn & Gibson 

Greg & Katelyn Gerhardt And families of Metron 

Deb Mercer & family Patrick Cassady & April Of Cedar Springs 

Kathleen Makowski Ron Neiderheide  

Woody & Jan Avis Lynn VanDyk Kids Hope USA 

Fred & Carollee Gunnell Rachelle Jaworowski  Mentors 

Wayne & June Price Dale Waller  Prayer Partners 

Bud & Helen Gambee Tim Price  Students 

  Randy Benedict   

    

In Our Country’s Service:   

Jordan Ackerman Aaron Burnside Tyler Hinton 

Mitchell Phillips Waylon Carlson Elisabeth Bullen 

Nick Segard Peter & Mikelle Noreen   

Jenny Jo Collin (Mueller) Russell & Janet (Noreen) Scott-Evelyn, Noah 

James & Jackie (Champion) Finley Ben & Sarah (Noreen) Smith- Kate 

  Please keep these families in your prayers: 
 
Dawn Hall & her son, Brian on the passing of Brian’s wife, Helen.   

 

Deb Mercer, Marty & Darcy Reister & their families on the passing of Deb’s husband, Mike. 

 

      Dan & Carolyn Davis on the passing of their close family friend, Gary Brooks.   

Please send your special messages, prayers  and “Thank You” notes to the Church Office if you would like them in the 
Chimes Newsletter.  You can drop off or email to:    office@cedarspringsumc.org 
———————————————————————–———————————————————————–————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

We also welcome photos that we might be able to share!  Send photos of Church events to the above email with Subject 
Line:  “Church Photos”.  Please include a brief note about the event/photo and we may use it in the newsletter. 
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What a time to be living. For some it is a real slowing down of the pace. For some 
it is challenging as never before. The fact that almost everything is out of our con-
trol is disconcerting. As people of faith, I believe we are called to leave the ques-
tions and panic in God’s hands. We are called to do what we can do. We can 
share. We can care. We can bear. We can share what we have because we care 
and in that we are bearing the problems and concerns of others. 
 
I was concerned how our mission giving was adding up even though we are not 
meeting for worship. Here is really good news! In March and through Easter, your 
total mission giving was $4445.40. You gave $580 for UMCOR Sunday. Undesignated UMCOR gifts totaled nearly $1000. Giving 
for local missions--Hand 2 Hand, the Community Food Pantry, the Benevolent Fund had reached $2773. Other Mission giving came 
to $120. You are reaching many with your generosity. It makes me joyful to be a part of this generous, loving, caring and acting fam-
ily of Christians. 
 
We don’t know the timetable for when we will be meeting again for worship in our sanctuary. We continue to meet together in virtual 
worship, through phone calls and notes and perhaps even “drive way visits.” As a Missions Team we are asking that your May giv-
ing for missions be directed locally to the Community Food Pantry, Hand 2 Hand and the Benevolent Fund. Funding these will ena-
ble us to respond now and when we are “open for business”, whenever that is. 
 
Community Food Pantry--We know that there will be even more needs for these resources than in “normal” times. Keeping the 
shelves stocked will send the message of our love to those who come. 
 
Hand 2 Hand continues to get food to school children who have been and continue to be food insecure. The school lunch program 
is providing food during the week but Hand 2 Hand continues to provide for weekend meals. 
 
The Benevolent Fund has helped families when they are desperate. Sometimes it has been rent assistance; sometimes help with 
a utility bill; sometimes it has been for gas to get to work or a medical appointment. We don’t know what the needs will be with so 
many out of their jobs or with extra medical bills. 
 
This month is our time to get prepared to respond as Christ would. If you wish for your gifts to go to one of the above specifically, 
make sure you indicate that on your check or envelope. If you are willing to see your gifts divided among the three above, indicate 
that as well. If there is nothing specifying your preference, the funds will be divided among the three. 
 
Thank you in advance for prayerfully considering the above. We can bring a message of God’s love in a very real way, right here in 
our community, at a time when it is needed so much as we respond together 

Worship Leaders Needed: If you would like to help with worship services please contact Pastor Bill, 
pastor@cedarspringsumc.org or 616-366-2421 to discuss how you could provide leadership.  

 

Sharing Our Commission  - Keith Caldwell, CLM & Outreach Chair 
 

Wash your hands and say your prayers because germs and Jesus are everywhere. With the COVID 19 we 
have a couple of new terms, Hunker In and Safe Distance.  Today people need to hear a story of compas-
sion and faith, yet how can we do this as we isolate ourselves from others? Oh there are so many ways! 
Yesterday a family of girls left Maple Cookies on our door step while my wife and I were in the backyard, 
Didn’t say they were coming, didn’t say they had been here, but the presence of their love was great. We 
are receiving phone calls and making them to friends.  It really helps to know that our friends care, but how 
about the stranger? Sunday we watched 2 live streamed services; each brought a new meaning to the poor 
wayfaring stranger. How can we live our faith without sharing it with those that are deep in despair? If ever 
there was a time to share Jesus’ love with others, the time is now. 

E-Giving:  Be sure to check out our website:  www.cedarspringsumc.org.  We now have 
the ability to do offerings electronically.  Just click on the “Online Giving” button located on any 
web page or the menu at the top and follow the instruction..  If you have any questions, please 
contact the church office. 

mailto:pastor@cedarspringsumc.org
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Support our local food pantries that are assisting  the community’s 
food needs.  At this time North Kent Connect is in need of mone-
tary donations while they keep their drive-thru assistance program 
going.   Contact:  616-866-3478 for more information. 
 
The Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry is also asking for 
monetary donations so that they can make sure their pantry is 
stocked and ready for the anticipated increase in clients that will 
be using the pantry as soon as the “stay in place” order in Michi-
gan is lifted.  Donations can be made & mailed to the CSUMC—
designate on check “CS Food Pantry”. 

 

Next Blood Drive @ Cedar Springs UMC  
 

Tuesday, May 19  starting @ 12:30 p.m. 

Feeding America, West Michigan Food Bank  
 

Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry can buy food from 
Feeding America for 16  & 18 cents per pound!   If you wish 
to send a donation directly to them at: 

 

Feeding America—West Michigan Food Bank  
864 West River Center Dr. NE 
Comstock Park MI 49321-8955 

 

ADD:  CSUMC Community Food Pantry  Number 01290  so 
your gift can be applied to our account.  Thank you for your 
support. 

Send a letter   

Here are the April results: 
Goal: 22 

Scheduled donors: 32 
Registered: 28 
Collected: 22 

First Time Donors: 3 
Potential Lives Saved: 66 

Call family and friends to 
let them know you are 
thinking of them. 
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All women of the church are welcome to come to the meetings and help with our events.   
We would love to have you join us in our faith walk.   
 
2020 UMW Board: 
President:  Mari Anne Jones  Vice-President:  Shari Wesche 
Secretary:  Bonnie Hitchingham  Treasurer:  Betty VanderWal 
Devotions and Inspiration:    Nominations:   
Awards and Special Recognitions:  Carolyn Davis  
UMW Parsonage Rep:  Linda Hagan 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
2020 Meeting Schedule – Saturday 10AM in the church Library/Parlor:  5/16, 7/11, 9/19 and 11/21 
 
Our spring sale has been canceled.  Our next sale is in October.  More information to come as we get closer to the event . 
 
If you are interested in learning more about UMW, please don’t hesitate to ask one of the ladies listed above.  We always 
welcome questions and interest in what we do and we are always looking to have more ladies join us in our time of gather-
ing.  You don’t have to be a member of the church to join us.   
 
Blessings,  Mari Anne Jones, UMW President 

 

Dear Church Family, 
Thank you for the many contributions to the Scholarship Fund in John’s 
name. He would be so honored by your generosity. We also appreciate 
your many acts of kindness, calls and prayers; they have meant so much 
to us. Again, we thank you for your love and support; it has been an 
enormous comfort to us. 
      Cam, Doug, Lori & Steve 

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Thank you to our CSUMC family, Jennifer, Pastor Bill, and Pastor Chuck Smith.  Thank you for your calls, 
visits, cards, food, gift bag of goodies, and Emails.  We appreciate  your concern for our well being. 

      God Bless you all.  Wayne & June Price 
 
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————--—— 

Thank you very much for the pretty Easter Card.  I appreciate you thinking of me with God’s blessings and 
prayers.  I am looking forward to meeting our new minister. 
      Love, Marge Clark 
 
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

I enjoyed our Easter Service & hope we can all get back to church soon!.  God Bless our church family. 
      Take care,  Rosalind McIntryre 
 

Monday -May 25 Sunday—May 10 
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Promotion Sunday - 
May 10 - Graduation:   

 

Our congregation would like 
to recognize and celebrate 
graduation milestones. 

 
Please call or email the church office with names of 
first graders, high school or college graduates to be 
sure that we don’t miss anyone. 
  
Also, if you are graduating from high school or col-
lege, please give us information about what activi-
ties you have been involved in, any honors you 
have received, and what you are planning to do next 
year so that we can share it with our church family.  
Thank you!     
 
Send information to:   
 Nancy Noreen (nanoreen@aol.com or 696-5186)   

Anniversaries 
May 2  Dan & Diane Christie 

May 2  Scott & Danielle Phillips 

May 10 Ivan & Janis Opperman 

May 15 Ralph & Karen Young 

May 18 Ryan & Heather Miller 

May 26 Brian & Kathryn Percy 

Birthdays 
May 5  Roy Covell 

May 8  Bob Murray 

May 10 Ethel Ergang 

May 13 Wayne Price  

May 15 Darin Johnson 

May 18 Christian Covell 

May 18 Andy Drier 

May 21 James Duran 

May 22 Sid Kempf 

May 23 Nancy Johnson 

May 24 Ella Thompson 

May 28 Michael Forrest 

May 28 Rachel Neiderheide 

May 29 Marnie Swan 

May 31 Shari Wesche 

If we have missed your  Birthday or  
Anniversary, please let the office know.  
Thank you 

Summer Vacation Bible School! 
Monday, June 22 through  

Thursday, June 25 
More information coming soon! 

The Habitat Mission Trip for this summer is 

scheduled for the dates of August 9-15. 

If you are interested in joining , please contact 

Tom Noreen with questions and to get more in-

formation.  Email him at:  tomnoreen@aol.com  

The spring roadside clean-up 

has been cancelled for this 

year.  However, the next clean-

up will take place in July.  Ex-

act dates have not been set 

yet. 

If you are interested in helping 

out with keeping our section of road clean (17Mile 

between Algoma and Olin Lakes Road) please con-

tact Tom Noreen for more information.  This is open 

to all church members—please check with Tom re-

garding any age restrictions for children. 

 

Committee Meetings—Monday, May 18 
Finance Committee—5:30 p.m. 

Church Council—7:00 p.m. 
Type of Meeting and more detail coming soon. 

mailto:nanoreen@aol.com
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OUR VISION AT CEDAR SPRINGS UMC: 
We share the love and hope of Jesus Christ... 
 

 by inviting people of all ages to participate with 

 openness and sincerity 

 by worshipping through music and fellowship 

 by studying God's Word together 

 by praying and caring for each other 

 by serving each other, our community, and 

 our world 

 by giving of our time, talent, gifts, and resources 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 140 S. Main St., PO Box K    
        Cedar Springs MI 49319        

Pastor  
Bill Johnson 

pastor@cedarspringsumc.org 
(616) 366-2421 

 

Pastor Office Hours 
Tues. & Wed. 

 
Ministry Assistant 

Jennifer August 
office@cedarspringsumc.org   

 

Church Office Hours 
Mon.-Thurs.  

9:00a.m. to 1:00p.m. 

Church Office  
Phone:  616-696-1140 

 
 

Website & Email 
www.cedarspringsumc.org 

office@cedarspringsumc.org 
 

 Chimes Newsletter Articles: 
 

Send information to  
office e-mail  Subject line 

“Chimes”  
by the 15

th
 of each month. 

 

 

Worship Schedule 
  

Sunday Worship Service  
at 10:15 a.m. 

 
 

Wednesdays:  
(September –May) 

6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 
With a 5:30pm dinner 

(Ages: 2yrs-High School) 
 
 

Supervised Nursery Care 
 

Activity Bags & Books Available 
for services 

Find us on Facebook:  Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 

Chimes   

May 2020 
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