
 

  

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 
We Share the Love and Hope 

of Jesus Christ.  
 

The Distance 
 
"From a Distance" is a song written by Julie Gold. She was a secretary for HBO, but in her free time she loved writing 
songs. A friend introduced Julie’s song to Nanci Griffith, who recorded it 2 years later for an album. It was recorded a 
number of times in fact, but if you know the song then you probably know the most famous version, sung by Bette Mid-
ler. It was a huge hit in 1990, and has spoken to many.  
 
The song’s message is about perspective: Differences melt away as you “zoom out”. The world is blue and green; the 
oceans and the streams merge. From a distance no one is hungry, and all of us seem to be marching to the same mu-
sic: There is a unity in all of creation. Then comes the refrain:  
 
God is watching us, God is watching us, God is watching us, from a distance. 
Was Julie Gold urging us to see the big picture? And is this God’s perspective? 
 
Diversity is to be celebrated, indeed. Race, gender, religion, nationality, politics—they all add richness to the human ex-
perience. At best, diversity is the harmony that is created in the different strings of an instrument. But right now, in our 
time, the perspective we need is “zoom out,” to see the big picture; pretend we’re in a space shuttle looking back at 
earth. Like the children’s song says, “It’s a small world after all.” God’s perspective, Julie Gold would have us be-
lieve, is unity.  
 
Right now, the future of our planet depends on all of us marching to a single melody: Slow the spread of a deadly virus. 
Stay safe by staying home, as much as humanly possible. While we long for sharing the same space with loved ones, or 
even sharing a diner with strangers just to have others around, right now millions of lives depend on all of us taking re-
sponsibility for each other’s future.  
 
Some will do just fine, sequestered at home, taking in the silence and the mischief of household pets for amusement. 
Others will be desperate for human interaction. Please use whatever means you have at your disposal to reach out to 
others. Introverts, push the envelope by turning on some extroversion for 5 minutes a day to contact a neighbor or a 
friend who is alone.  Maybe you have what someone else needs; maybe someone has what you need. We’ll get through 
this.  
 
Here is the Good News: The same God who is “watching us from a distance” is the one who didn’t keep that distance. 
Our faith teaches us that this God came from heaven in the person of Jesus Christ, to live among us. Tex Sample has 
said that a good translation for John 1:14 might be, “the Word became flesh and pitched tent among us.” That metaphor 
spoke to people whose ancestor was a “wandering Aramean” (Deuteronomy 26:5). If God could settle in with people 
2000 years ago, God will make a home with us right here, right now. We may find there is no dis-
tance at all.  
 Stay home with God, 

 Bill 
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Prayer is the primary work of God’s people.  It is a vital connection 
to God where we can hear from, listen to, and respond to God.   
We encourage you to pray as part of being a healthy disciple.  

 
 

 

Names will remain on the prayer list for 1 month unless notified.  Thank you. 

 

Members Friends In Care Facilities In Our Contry’s Service 

Sabrina Tabor Ron Neiderheide The Brook of C.S.- Jordan Ackerman 

Kathleen Makowski Lynn VanDyk  Albert & Frances Abel Mitchell Phillips 

Mike & Deb Mercer Rachelle Jaworowski Metron of C.S. - Nick Segard 

Woody & Jan Avis Paul Townes    Rose Hunter Aaron Burnside 

Chuck Smith Cindy Vanderwoude family   Waylon Carlson 

Fred & Carollee Gun-
nell 

Judy Wabeke family  KidsHopeUSA Tyler Hinton 

Bob Ries Claudia Jean Keef  Mentors Elisabeth Bullen 

Leon Avery Dale Waller  Prayer Partners Peter & Mikelle Noreen 

Wayne & June Price Tim Price  Students Jenny Jo Collin (Mueller) 

Bud & Helen Gambee Randy Benedict   James & Jackie 
(Champion) Finly 

Albert & Frances Abel     Ben & Sarah (Noreen) 
Smith—Kate 

Todd & Marnie Swan     Russell & Janet (Noreen) 
Scott– Evelyn & Noah 

 
 
 
 
Summer Vacation Bible School! 

Monday, June 22 through  
Thursday, June 25 

More information coming soon! 

Please send your special messages, prayers  and 
“Thank You” notes to the Church Office if you 
would like them in the Chimes Newsletter.  You 
can drop off or email to:   
  office@cedarspringsumc.org 
———————————————————————
We also welcome photos that we might be able to 
share!  Send photos of Church events to the 
above email with Subject Line:  “Church Photos”.  
Please include a brief note about the event/photo 
and we may use it in the newsletter. 
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Support our local food pantries that are assisting 
the community’s food needs. 

 
At this time North Kent Connect is in need of 

monetary donations while they keep their drive-
thru assistance program going.  Contact  

616-866-3478 for more information. 
 

The Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry is 
also asking for monetary donations so that they 
can make sure their pantry is stocked and ready 
for the anticipated increase in clients that will be 
using the pantry as soon as the “stay in place” 
order in Michigan is lifted.  Donations can be 
made & mailed to the CSUMC—designate on 
check “CS Food Pantry”. 
 

 

Next Blood Drive  
@ Cedar Springs UMC  

 
Tuesday, April 21 

starting @ 12:30 p.m. 

Feeding America, West Michigan Food Bank  
 

Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry can buy food from Feeding 
America for 16  & 18 cents per pound!   If you wish to send a dona-
tion directly to them at: 

 

Feeding America—West Michigan Food Bank  
864 West River Center Dr. NE 
Comstock Park MI 49321-8955 

 

ADD:  CSUMC Community Food Pantry  Number 01290  so your gift 
can be applied to our account.  Thank you for your support. 

Send a letter   

Buy a gift card,  order takeout, use the drive-thru 
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This is being written on Tuesday, March 17. The Upper Room reading for today is about being 
neighborly. In this time of forced isolation, being neighborly is looking different than it did perhaps a 
month ago. However it is up to each of us to see how we can care for others at this time.  
 
The prayer included reads, “Dear God, help us to trust you in all things, and to be open to your 
leading to help our neighbors. Amen. Again, Amen.” 
 
I am concerned about the effect discontinued worship services are having and will have on our 
mission giving. For all of March and the first two Sundays of April, UMCOR is our mission in the 
spotlight. We had planned to share in Mission Moments specific places where UMCOR is making 
life-saving differences.  
 
One such project is in Cote d'Ivoire where United Methodist women have seen their dream of 
opening a food processing plant become a reality. The women will be making a traditional Ivorian 
dish, attieke, made from Cassava flour. This is a highly valued local commodity. A $200,000 grant 
from UMCOR combined with local money ensured the project would be completed. Now it is 
providing food, employment and income to the women and children of the Ivory Coast. 
 
Sunday, March 22, is designated as UMCOR Sunday. This is SUCH an important mission as it 
funds UMCOR’s administrative costs so that all other offerings to this agency go to the specific 
need--disaster relief, response to a health need or a place where refugees are in crisis. It is so very 
important that UMCOR has the funding necessary to be always ready to respond. 
 
We have a history of being very generous with our Lenten offerings. I pray that this year will see 
that continue.  
 
The first two weeks of April, mission offerings are also for UMCOR. As we conclude Lent when we 
celebrate Easter, I am hopeful that we will celebrate another time of strong support for UMCOR 
and its work of being the hands and feet of Jesus in a needy world.  Together we can do more. 
 
April 19, the mission offering will be directed to the Benevolent Fund. We anticipate that because 
many are laid off from work, the requests for assistance will come to us. Your gifts will reach out to 
our neighbors to give them relief and hope. 
 
April 26-the mission offering is designated for Hand 2 Hand. The meals provided for school chil-
dren through Hand 2 Hand have never been more important. Prolonged time at home for children 
has stretched family food budgets. Your compassionate giving will assure food for kids so they can 
be healthy.   
 
I’m sure each of you wants to make a difference for the good of others. Your prayers and gifts 
bring the love and hope of Jesus to many. May you be richly blessed for your faithfulness 
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All women of the church are welcome to come to the meetings and help with our events.   
We would love to have you join us in our faith walk.   
 
2020 UMW Board: 
President:  Mari Anne Jones 
Vice-President:  Shari Wesche 
Secretary:  Bonnie Hitchingham 
Treasurer:  Betty VanderWal 
Devotions and Inspiration:   
Nominations:   
Awards and Special Recognitions:  Carolyn Davis  
UMW Parsonage Rep:  Linda Hagan 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
2020 Meeting Schedule – Saturday 10AM in the church Library/Parlor: 

5/16, 7/11, 9/19 and 11/21 
 
At this time the April UMW New-2-You Sale has been cancelled and we will assess at a later date. 

 
If you are interested in learning more about UMW, please don’t hesitate to ask one of the ladies listed above.  We always 
welcome questions and interest in what we do and we are always looking to have more ladies join us in our time of gath-
ering.  You don’t have to be a member of the church to join us.   
 
Blessings, 
Mari Anne Jones, UMW President 

 

 

Sharing Our Commission  - Keith Caldwell, CLM & Outreach Chair 

Why did I become a CLM? Several years before I started this journey I watched a movie on 
EWTN about Saint Don (John 1815-1888) Bosco. He had started a home for wayward boys in Tu-
rin, Italy. He taught his boys to worship, work, play and love. During the cholera epidemic of Turin, 
in 1854, thousands died.  His boys carried the sick to hospitals and the dead to mortuaries. Not one 
of them died.  He had told all of his boys they would be spared as long as they trusted in God and 
washed their hands in vinegar after handling the sick and dead. Several times he became sick and 
each time there was a minister by his side.  

I knew that part time UMC pastors could not do all of this without help.  I approached my pastor 
about becoming a deacon, but the 2008 BOD required mandatory retirement at age 68. I could not 
have possibly completed ordination in that time frame. My pastor showed me ¶271 in the 2012 
BOD that established a Certified Lay Minister. I would be able to minister in any capacity other than 
blessing Communion and Baptizing. To do this required that I take a basic lay servant class fol-
lowed by a course of study that included 6 lay servant classes and 4 CLM courses, approval by the 
DCOM and then  take continuing educational credit classes.  
 
What has this to do with outreach? I have been blessed with opportunities to share Christ 
with others. Worship services in assisted care homes, pastoring a 2 point parish, encouraging oth-
ers to become pastors and sharing the love of Jesus with others. As I look at the world today, I be-
lieve we need more Don John Boscos to share the love of God by their action and love. This is the 
greatest outreach we can do.   
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SOME THOUGHTS ABOUT OUR CHALLENGING TIMES 
Dr. Michael Forrest, PHD 

 

DON’T FRET! 
The writer of Psalm 37 was not a psychologist, but he provided some insightful and encouraging guidance for those 
facing frightening times; in verse 3 of that chapter we read “Trust in the Lord and do good…” Learning to trust God in 
trying times comes from cultivating a relationship with God in order to experience his faithfulness. We want to trust 
God, but we humans, when stressed, want also to do something because that gives us some sense of control. The 
psalmist counseled us to “do good,” but what “good” should we do? We can consider the following during these chal-
lenging times of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
DO FOCUS ON THE TRUTH 
In our age of plentiful information brought through television and internet media, it is important to remember that not all 
information is objectively truthful. We are bombarded with recent developments and statistics in the forms of graphs, 
charts, news headlines, and alarming “breaking” updates in bright colors that crawl across the bottoms of our TV 
screens. In reality, some of those news sources are not reliable, and since it is important for broadcast sources to at-
tract viewers, some blatantly sensationalize the “news” they report for dramatic effect. Providing “bad news” keeps 
many viewers tuned in. Furthermore some sources politicize the “news” to promote negative thinking about leaders 
and criticism of their policies. This kind of “news” is unsettling, negative and lacks constructive value. We should avoid 
such “news” and continue to pray for all of our leaders. Other sources of unreliable information include any rumors pro-
vided by even our beloved family members, good friends and neighbors; we should only rely on information provided 
by legitimate, expert and objective news sources. Much legitimate information about the COVID-19 virus is available 
from the WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION (WHO), The CENTER FOR DISEASE CONTROL (CDC), MICHI-
GAN.GOV, and hospital websites like SPECTRUMHEALTH.ORG.  When we consult these legitimate, reliable sources 
of information we can actually gain some comforting information: 
 

A. Compared to other parts of the world, we in West Michigan have very few cases of COVID-19. As this is writ-
ten, the State of Michigan reports 1,035 identified cases with 8 consequent deaths. 
B. Many people who contract the virus have no symptoms and no negative consequences from infection. 
C. Most people who develop symptoms experience “mild” symptoms and recover fully with no remaining conse-
quences. 
D. In the US, the most recent information reveals that fewer than 1% of those infected will not recover, and that 
nearly all of that 1% is aged and afflicted with very serious health conditions that significantly compromise their 
immune systems and general health. 
 

So, DO seek reliable information and minimize your exposure to speculative, sensationalized and politicized infor-
mation. 
 
DO KEEP YOUR THOUGHTS FOCUSED ON THE PRESENT 
During challenging times we humans have a tendency to engage in speculative “what if?” thinking patterns. We can 
become obsessed with thinking about the future, and our apprehension about the future can lead to anxiety. Un-
checked anxiety can lead to a spiral of fear, depression, panic and despair. In addition to trusting God, we can “do 
good” by keeping our thoughts centered in the present. We cannot know the future, so it is futile to expend our valua-
ble emotional energy on things we do not and cannot know. 
 
DO REMEMBER WE ARE CREATED TO LIVE IN COMMUNITY 
Many sources have promoted “social distancing” to slow the rate of infection, but others have noted that  we should 
continue to support each other in ways that permit us to maintain “physical distancing.” Nearly everyone has access 
to a telephone, and most people these days can communicate via internet technology.  
           Continued next page... 
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Though we prefer face-to-face communication, technology allows us all to reach out to family members, church mem-
bers and others in our community. So, we can and should be reaching out to support and encourage each other, to 
share prayer requests and pray for each other, and to offer acts of service (such as shopping and running errands for 
those who cannot or should not leave their homes). Isolation puts people at greater risk for depression and anxiety, 
and it may make them more susceptible to physical health issues. No one that we know needs to suffer from isolation, 
and Christians can serve God by serving others to prevent isolation. Those who reach out and serve others in their 
communities in this way will themselves benefit spiritually and are likely to benefit emotionally – which can enhance 
physical well-being. Fighting isolation is another way to “do good.” 
 

When thinking about community, it is imperative for Christians to also be sensitive to the needs of those outside of our 
families, churches and locales. This pandemic has created much disruption and suffering in our state, our nation and 
around the world. Let us be faithful in our personal prayer ministries to remember the suffering of all in our world 
community. Let us be diligent also to pray for skill and safety for all medical workers, insight for researchers and wis-
dom for policy makers, including all of our local, state, national and world leaders. We are members of a very large 
community – and all members have great dignity and value because all humans are created in the image and likeness 
of God. 
 

THE LORD IS OUR REFUGE AND STRENGTH IN TIMES OF TROUBLE 
When we redirect our attention to Psalm 37 we read the writer’s comforting conclusion: 

“The salvation of the righteous comes from the Lord; 
he is their stronghold in time of trouble. 
The Lord helps them and delivers them; 

he delivers them from the wicked and saves them, 
because they take refuge in him 

 
**************************************************************************************************************************************

 
Promotion Sunday - 
May 10 - Graduation:   

 

Our congregation would like 
to recognize and celebrate 

graduation milestones. 
 
Please call or email the church office with names of 
first graders, high school or college graduates to be 
sure that we don’t miss anyone. 
  
Also, if you are graduating from high school or col-
lege, please give us information about what activi-
ties you have been involved in, any honors you 
have received, and what you are planning to do next 
year so that we can share it with our church family.  
Thank you!     
 
Send information to:   
 Nancy Noreen (nanoreen@aol.com or 696-5186)   
 

Birthdays   Anniversaries   

Apr. 1    Nancy Nielsen  Apr. 14 
Apr. 3    John Hansen   Phil & Shari Wesche 
Apr. 4    Kara Morris 
Apr. 6    Luke Allen Tabor Apr. 19 
Apr. 7    Helen Gambee   Dan & Carolyn Davis 
Apr. 8    Bev Hale 
Apr. 8    Clare Kidder 
Apr. 8    Doug Secor  
Apr. 8    Bill Yuncker 
Apr. 10  Harold Ringler 

   Apr. 10  Mary Yuncker 
   Apr. 14  Kit Rau 
   Apr. 15  Bob Hale 
   Apr. 15  Kenneth Young 
   Apr. 18  Sue Gates 
   Apr. 24  Barb Kilts 
   Apr. 26  Lindsey Gates 
   Apr. 26  Nancy Noreen 
   Apr. 27  Ariadne Winquist-Schuldt 
   Apr. 28  Betty VanderWal 
   Apr. 29  Benjamin Drier 
   Apr. 30  Karen Noreen 

If we have  
missed your  
Birthday or  

Anniversary,  
please let the  
office know.  

mailto:nanoreen@aol.com
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OUR VISION AT CEDAR SPRINGS UMC: 
We share the love and hope of Jesus Christ... 
 

 by inviting people of all ages to participate with 

 openness and sincerity 

 by worshipping through music and fellowship 

 by studying God's Word together 

 by praying and caring for each other 

 by serving each other, our community, and 

 our world 

 by giving of our time, talent, gifts, and resources 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 140 S. Main St., PO Box K    
        Cedar Springs MI 49319        

Pastor  
Bill Johnson 

pastor@cedarspringsumc.org 
(616) 366-2421 

 

Pastor Office Hours 
Tues. & Wed. 

 
Ministry Assistant 

Jennifer August 
office@cedarspringsumc.org   

 

Church Office Hours 
Mon.-Thurs.  

9:00a.m. to 1:00p.m. 

Church Office  
Phone:  616-696-1140 

 
 

Website & Email 
www.cedarspringsumc.org 

office@cedarspringsumc.org 
 

 Chimes Newsletter Articles: 
 

Send information to  
office e-mail  Subject line 

“Chimes”  
by the 15

th
 of each month. 

 

 

Worship Schedule 
  

Sunday Worship Service  
at 10:15 a.m. 

 
 

Wednesdays:  
(September –May) 

6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 
With a 5:30pm dinner 

(Ages: 2yrs-High School) 
 
 

Supervised Nursery Care 
 

Activity Bags & Books Available 
for services 

Find us on Facebook:  Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 

Chimes   

April 2020 
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