
 

  

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 
We Share the Love and Hope 

of Jesus Christ.  
 

October 

The year 2019 has been an awesome year of giving to Godôs work in the world through 
our church. In spite of an uncertain time in the life of United Methodism, our Ministry 
Shares (our share of support for the Michigan Conference and the United Methodist 
denomination) are paid up-to-date, all obligations are current, giving to missions has 
surpassed expectations, and our reserves are growing. A substantial surplus is availa-
ble for emergencies, and our Staff Parish Relations Committee has begun to dream 
about additional paid staff positions again. Good news! What faith! What inspiring cour-
age!  

So nowé 
  

On Sunday, October 13 we will kickoff our annual effort to support the ministry and mission of Cedar Springs United 
Methodist Church through estimates of giving in the year ahead. Even as we celebrate the many ways that our congre-
gation has so generously given to move our church from living on the edge, to becoming vibrant, innovative, and even 
risk-taking, we now look toward the future with great hope and enthusiasm for what lies ahead. What a joy to see the 
turn-around that has taken place! 
 

In the coming year, we can envision a bright future with this kind of generosity. So on four Sundays ï October 13, 20, 27 
and November 3 - we will highlight the many ways that our church responds to Godôs call to love the world. Weôll be ask-
ing our people to fill out a card in preparation for each Sundayôs worship, and each week a church member will share 
from his or her heart how he or she see Godôs giving demonstrated. Here are the four questions that will be asked: 

 

 Where do you see Godôs generosity, or how do you see Godôs love at work? 

 Who has influenced you by exemplifying generous giving like God gives? 

 What event best illustrates Godôs giving? How did God provide for you? 

 What new ministry would best express Godôs generosity in 2020? Dream big! 
 

Everyone on our church mailing list will receive a letter, colorful ministry brochure, and an ñEstimate of Givingò card dur-
ing the week of October 7-12, and cards may be returned any time between October 13 and November 3,.  Cards will 
also be available in worship each Sunday as well. On Sunday, November 3, weõll celebrate with a FREE CATERED 
BRUNCH following worship as we rejoice in the outpouring of your faith through the giving cards, pledges and gifts.  

 

God has been so good to us! As the writer of Lamentations sings,  
 

ñCertainly the faithful love of the LORD hasnôt ended; certainly Godôs compassion isnôt through!  
They are renewed every morning. Great is your faithfulness.ò   (Lamentations 3:22-23, CEB) 
 

Begin to pray now, that we will see the faithful love of God at work in the world, new every morning. Begin to pray now 
that the faithfulness of our people will reach out into the world as the hands and feet of Jesus. Begin to pray now that 
Godôs love in the world will be made visible through the generosity of our people in 2020. The best is yet to be! 

        

      Blessings,    

        Bill  

 

Upcoming Holiday Closures:    
   
 Thanksgiving Holiday  -  Thursday, November 28 & Friday, November 29 
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Prayer is the primary work of Godôs people.  It is a vital connection 
to God where we can hear from, listen to, and respond to God.   
 
We encourage you to pray as part of being a healthy disciple.  

 
      Names will remain on the prayer list for 1 month unless notified.  Thank you. 

 
 

 

In Our Countryõs Service: 

 

Members Friends 
Members and Friends in Care Facilities:  

Pete Kribbet Judy Gunnel Carpenter  Metron of Cedar Springs:  Rose Hunter  

Wayne & June Price Esther Anderson  The Brook of Cedar Springs:  Albert & Frances Abel 

Albert & Frances Abel Mike Mercer   

Hal Ringler Dick Rickert  Kids Hope USA:  Mentors, Prayer Partners, and Students 

Jackie & Madaline Harvey Dale Waller   

Jo Furhoff Tim Price   

Leon Avery Randy Benedict   

Jerry & Lois Collis     

Jordan Ackerman Elisabeth Bullen Aaron Burnside 

Mitchell Phillips Waylon Carlson Tyler Hinton 

Nick Segard Peter & Mikelle Noreen 

Jenny Jo Collin (Mueller) Ben & Sarah (Noreen) Smith, Kate 

James & Jackie (Champion) Finley  

Russell & Janet (Noreen) Scott,  Evelyn & Noah   

Thank you everyone for the prayers for my family and myself af-
ter my accident.  Thank goodness only a few minor scrapes and 
bruises.      
    Love you all.    Dorothy Scott 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Silent Auction!   
 

Thank you everyone for your support of our Silent Auction of Hazel Palmerôs beautiful artwork.  We 
raised $950 to use to create Care Packages for families with extended stays in the hospital. 

Our Welcome & Care Committee will be working to get the packages ready this month.  Please 
contact the church office with information of anyone in our church family/friends who may be need-
ing a bag to provide them some assistance during their stay. 

For those interested in an update on Ranger Steveôs (Steve Mueller) cancer progression, please use link: 
www.caringbridge.org/visit/Stevemueller. 
He is in the one percent of people with multiple myeloma who has survived 20 years or more and is working 
on surviving year 22 since diagnosis.  

http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/Stevemueller
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You continue to support missions in a dedicated way!  

You gave $365 to the Godôs Country Cooperative Parish.  

This offering was divided equally between the Parish and the missionary  

responsible, Randy Hildebrant. This makes a difference in the lives of  

those who are a part of the seven congregations in the Upper Peninsula  

involved and their community members in need. 
 

Money continued to come in to support the purchase of shoes when Pastor Banza went to Africa. By the time he left in mid-

August we were able to send more than $1400 with him. Your compassion is deep. 
 

Also, you have collected school supplies for 200 bags. These will be packed and sent in the spring. Thank you for your gifts. 

Pencil sharpeners, the kind with a holder for the shavings, are still needed. These can be turned in at the church office. 
 

Now we are looking at October. Mission offerings for the first two Sundays will be for long-standing programs. 
 

Sunday, October 6, is World Communion Sunday. Today we join with Christians around the world to commit again to 

sharing the Good News of Christôs offered salvation.  In a world that knows many divisions, Christians make a statement 

confirming their faith and hope in Christ. There will be an envelope in the bulletin explaining how this offering will be used. 

These monies support programs and leaders who are committed to helping children live better lives now and envision a 

future of promise and service. 
 

Sunday, October 13, CROP Walk--Whether you can walk or not, you can help fight hunger around the world by pledging to 

a walker or making a contribution outright. Part of the money raised will go to the Community Food Pantry housed in our 

church. Those who are walking will be approaching you. Your are urged to acknowledge their commitment generously. Here 

again we join with other Christians from other congregations to make a difference for our neighbors,more of Godôs children. 
 

Sunday October 20 and 27--ENGEDI 

To refresh your memory, Engedi is a a local program of after-school activity at Red Hawk. It offers safe, positive opportunities 

where students can get homework help, play games, find someone to listen to them and be guided toward healthy experienc-

es. It is a special opportunity for young teens and preteens. We donôt have a large contingent of this age group in our con-

gregation. However, we are concerned that youth have good opportunities to grown into healthy, caring people. Our support 

of Engedi is a way to reach out to the young people in our community. A guest speaker who is closely involved with Engedi 

will be with us October 20 to further explain the programs and organization. On October 27, one of our youth who partici-

pates, Sabrina Tabor, will tell what she likes about Engedi. 

 

Also, in October, we will have our first time of helping with Family Promise. The week of October 27--Nov. 2 will be the first 

time Courtland-Oakfield UMC will host homeless families. On Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday we will be furnishing meals, 

and companionship and even overnight supervision. Thursday is Halloween--anyone want to help plan a party? We have sev-

eral people who have committed to help but there are still slots to fill with additional volunteers. Please ask your questions and 

make your offer to help. You may talk to Linda Green, Linda Hagan, Kathy Raudenbush or Ann Scott for further information 

and to become a part of the team. YOU are needed. REMEMBER:  the Community Food Pantry always needs your support. 

As we head into cooler weather, there are ever more demands on limited family funds. Letôs be ready for the high-demand 

months ahead.  

 

Our next Missions Team meeting is:  October 9 @ 10:00 a.m. in the church parlor. 
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Saturday, October 12  
4:00 p.m. 

 
Sid & Rose Kempfôs House 
Bring an appetizer or  
ñhandò food dish. 
 

See sign-up sheet for more information. 

 

Sunday 
October 13    

 
Make sure you mark your calendars for our 
Church Conference and Potluck Lunch.   
 

The Potluck will take place following worship in 
the Fellowship Hall at 11:30 a.m.  
 

Church Conference will be immediately follow-
ing at 12:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 
 

Crop Walk:  
Location: Rockford UMC 
159 Maple, Rockford, MI  
 

Sign In Time:  1:30 p.m. 
Walk Time: 2:00 p.m.   
 

Questions:  Contact Dan or Carolyn Davis @ 
616-696-1939.   
 

More information will be added as it becomes 
available. 

Pastorôs Feud 
Part Deux:   

Thursday, October 10 
6:00 p.m. 

 
An evening of fun and games to benefit North 
Kent Connect will be held at Frederik Muijer 
Gardens & Sculpture Park.  $75.00/personð
signup sheet on the table outside of the Sanc-
tuary. 

Halloween Hospitality Center:  

We are now accepting donations for candy or 
monies for our warm-up and rest station during 
treat night Oct. 31

st
. We will be in the fellow-

ship hall serving hot chocolate, popcorn & 
treats from 4:30-6:30 pm. We hope to see you 
there!   

ñEquipping churches to 
  reach more people.ò 
 

October 18-19  
 
 

Location:  St. Paulôs UMC in Rochester.   
To get complete details and to register, go to 
reachsummit.org.  Pre-registration discount 
price available. 

November 3    
All Saints Sunday Worship. 

 
If you have a name of a 
loved one who has passed 
that you would like to honor 
at the service, please con-
tact the office with the name 
and relationship to you.  We 
ask that names are sent in 
by October 20.  

The Love & Stitches group:   
The Love & Stitches group meets once weekly, 
September through May, on Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m.  
in the church parlor/library.   We meet at noon on 
the second Tuesday for lunch at the Cedar Caf® all 
year around.  October date:  Tuesday, 10/08 
We are a welcoming group:  join us if you can! 
 

 

Next Blood Drive @ Cedar Springs UMC  
Tuesday, October 15 

Free 
Health 
Checks! 
 

Sunday, October 20 
11:30 a.m.  

in the Quiet Room 
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Wednesday Night Meals 
 

We are asking for committees/teams/
groups to sign up and provide a  
simple meal for Wednesday night 

Fellowship dinners.   
For informationðsee Pastor Bill. 

Cedar Springs Community  
Food Pantry Report 

 

Clients for the month of August 2019 
  
 Families Served                  89 
 Adults Served                  163 
 Children Served        49  
 
Food Purchased     $    2,118.57 
Meijer Gift Cards Used     $    2,216.72 
Food Pantry Balance  $    2,387.00 

Feeding America, West Michigan Food Bank  
 

Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry can buy food from Feed-
ing America for 16  & 18 cents per pound!    

If you wish to send a donation directly to them at: 
 

Feeding America 
West Michigan Food Bank  

864 West River Center Dr. NE 
Comstock Park MI 49321-8955 

 

ADD:  CSUMC Community Food Pantry  Number 01290  so 
your gift can be applied to our account.  Thank you for your sup-
port. 

 

Sale Dates October 10 - October 12. 
 

Schedule of daily events: 
 

Sunday 10/06  -  Bring items to fellowship hall from the side porch after  
   Worship.  HELP IS NEEDED. 
Monday 10/07ð Wednesday 10/09  - Sale set-up from 9 am - 4 pm.   
      Come when you are able. 

Sale -Thursday 10/10 from  9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Sale -Friday 10/11 from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. (bag sale on clothes $3.00/ bag -buy 2 get 1 free) 
Sale -Saturday 10/12 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (clothes $1.00/ bag -1/2 off other items) 
Saturday, Oct. 12, Clean-up begins at 2 pm.  HELP NEEDED 

 
Sign-up sheets are available outside the Sanctuary. 
If you are leaving items on the porch, the fire alarm and extinguisher MUST be accessi-
ble.  Please do not place items in the walkway designated with orange tape or in front of the fire 
extinguisher. Also a reminder: we do not accept the tv's or the computer monitors with the large 
backs. 
 

All proceeds from this sale will be placed in the Benevolent Fund for local missions! 
Questions? Contact MariAnne Jones about staffing, Nancy Kidder or Teresa Tibbe about dona-
tions.   
      Thank you!!  MariAnne, Nancy & Teresa 
 

The Midwest District Workshops and Conference is Saturday, October 12 at Lake Harbor UMC. This is 
a FREE event that begins with coffee/refreshments at 9:30am. There are 4 workshops offered at 10am and 
11am followed by lunch and the MW District Conference. Let's carpool to Pastor Mary's church!   
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All women of the church are welcome to come to the meetings and help with our events.   
We would love to have you join us in our faith walk.   
 

In 2019 UMW as a whole will be celebrating our 150 Year Anniversary.  This is very exciting! 
 

2019 UMW Board 
President:  Mari Anne Jones 
Vice-President:  Shari Wesche 
Secretary:  Bonnie Hitchingham 
Treasurer:  Betty VanderWal 
Devotions and Inspiration:  Joyce Hansen 
Nominations: 
Special Recognitions:  Carolyn Davis & Joyce Hansen 
UMW Parsonage Rep:  Linda Hagan 

 

 
If you are interested in learning more about UMW, please donôt hesitate to ask one of the ladies listed above.  We always welcome 
questions and interest in what we do.   
 

Upcoming meeting and event schedule:   

 

Saturday, October 5th -  Red Flannel Bake Sale 
 

 

2019 Meeting Schedule   
10AM in the church Library/Parlor: 
 
November 16th  
2020 meeting schedule will be figured @ this meeting. 

ñWe demonstrate the love of Christ by being brothers united in fellowship, good works, recreation, and encouragement.  
By supporting one another, and motivating one another to develop stronger Christian character as iron sharpens iron." 

 
 

         All men are welcome to attend. 
ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððï

                  Upcoming Events:  UMM Meeting:  Saturday, October 19-  9:00 a.m. 
           Come at 8:30 AM for breakfast; the meeting will start 9 AM.  

 
Also contact Tom if you would like to receive email notices of local UMM activities. 

Please email me at tomnoreen@aol.com or call 616-260-0881.  
 

It's not too late to help with the Red Flannel lunch. Friday preparation and Saturday serving are great ways to 
fellowship and have fun. If you haven't signed up, that's OK, contact Doug Secor at 616-788-9805 or Keith 
Caldwell at 616-696-1246.  
 
Thanks to all that helped with our last road clean up. Next one is in April 2020. 

2020 All Church Goal Setting MeetingñOpen to everyone 
Saturday, October 26 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Fellowship HallñChildcare provided. 
Bring your thoughts about our churchõs future! 

All members are encouraged to attend.  Questions?  See Pastor Bill. 

Looking for volunteers who could provide transportation to members/
friends who need assistance getting to church, church events and/or appoint-
ments.  If you would be able to provide this service, please contact the 
church office with your name and phone number and let us know if you can 
provide rides for local (surrounding area) or longer distances (Grand Rapids/
Greenville). 

mailto:tomnoreen@aol.com
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Sharing Our Commission  -  Keith Caldwell, CLM, Outreach Chair 
The Second Greatest Commandment 

 
In September we shared 5 verses of scripture.  Now letôs look at the middle verse, Matthew 28:1:

  

 

ñGo therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.ò 
 

How important do you think this commandment is? I am sure that both you and I think this is one 
of the most important things we can do in life. Simple instructions, but how can we go about do-
ing this?  
 

Nancy Golden wrote a book, ñThe Second Greatest Commandment Meets the Great Commis-
sion - How to Love Your Neighbors to Christ.ò She also teaches a class titled, ñHow to Love Your 
Neighbors to Christò.  This class is a series of 8 lessons which can be taught as an adult educa-
tion series at our church. Outreach is working with Christian Education to determine if this class 
is feasible. During the course you will learn about why and where you should evangelize and 
how to go about it, with plenty of examples and encouragement along the way. 
 

Jesus thought it was so important that it is the last thing He commanded His disciples to do as 
He ascended.  How important is this commandment to us? 

Stewardship Campaign 2020 
 
The 2020 stewardship campaign kicks off on October 7. 
 
Each of the four Sundays below we will have a guest speaker who will share a story 
about the listed questions. 
 

October 13: Where do I see Godôs generosity revealed, or how do I see Godôs love at work? 

October 20: In whose life have I seen generous giving like God? 

October 27: What event has shown Godôs giving? 

November 3: In what new ministry would I see Godôs generosity in 2020?  

 

¶         Generosity CardsñIn our bulletin each Sunday, starting on October 7, these cards will invite all of us to respond 
to the questions above, returning the card in worship on the following Sunday. (Our homebound members will also have 
the chance to participate through home visits. Want to help? See Pastor Bill). 
 

You will be receiving a letter during the week of October 7 which will have an ñEstimate of Givingò card for 2020. Mem-
bers and friends are encouraged to return cards in worship on any of the four Sundays, October 13, 20, 27 or No-
vember 3. Our hope is to be able to fully underwrite our 2020 ministry with pledges and gifts.  
 
A Celebration BrunchñWe will be celebrating the closing of our campaign with a celebration lunch.  Make your 
reservation for this scrumptious, free, catered brunch on the ñConnect Cardò in worship, or by phone, 616-696-1140 or 
email, office@cedarspringsumc.org.  We are excited to be heading into another great year! 

Acoustical Instrumental Group 
 

Join us for worship and fun through Christmas Music on Monday evenings in the 
sanctuary.   We will be meeting October 7 thru December 2 at 7:00 pm.  All instru-
ments welcome! For information, call Keith Caldwell @ 696-1246 

mailto:office@cedarspringsumc.org



