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Can We Mend? Part |

At a special General Conference in

Februal

2019, United Methodists will be faced with :

OAccept each ot her with decision regardifhgéhi
preserve the unity of the Spirit with the peace thatties | on homosexual ity]. T
you t o Jbpliedians 42dCEB) gins a series that discusses the idsue as

church prepares for the outcome.

The United Methodist Church has a unique witness to the offer the world. This has been the cage ever
John and Charles Wesley challenged their own denomination, the Church of England, to combirje deep

itual strength and fierce social justice into one. Through the evangelistic preaching of John

known hymnody of Charles (over 6000 hymns penned!) the brothers Wesley gave rise to a fai
common people where they live and draws them into a relationship with God which calls forth
us in offering Christ to the world. Though John was not successful in his own church, he launc
ment both in England and the New World that spread the gospel of Jesus Christ in the cities, to
and the wilderness of the two continents. Today this movement has transitioned into a host o
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denominations with Wesleyan doctrine that resemble a dream of social holiness through the enfployme

scriptural truth, the gift of human reason, a rich Christian tradition and personal experience. T

here tru

no Christian persuasion |ike 0The Methodistso

Yet, since the 1972 General Conference, our United Methodist Book of Discipline has included
guage regarding homosexuality, and our people have been wrestling to find acceptable ways
one another in love. As with many issues, faithful Christians differ in their opinions, ditiogglebut
biblical, t heol ogi cal and cul tur al evidenc
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the tra
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fo speas
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Finally, at the 2016 General Conference a Commission was created to present our denomanaépn with

forwardwith the hope of moving us to resolution. Their charge was to offer the Council of Bis
leaders, with a proposal for healing our denomination if possible. For the past 18 months the (
has worked to do this, and recently sent their proposal to the Bishops.

Three options surfaced during the Commi ssi

ops, O
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Affirm the current Book of Discipline language and place a high value on accountability. Tjhe chu

policy book says the practice of homose
officiatingatasamgee nder uni onawawebde i pnrga cat iocsiedgd g
ble offenses under church law.

Remove the Book of Discipline's restrictive language and place a high value on contextual
sketch also specifically protects the rights of those whose conscience
low them to perform sanggeender weddings or ordain LGBTQ people.

Create multiple branches that have clearly defined values such as account@@#®
textualization and justice. This model would maintain shared doctrine
vices and one Council of Bishops.

Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1é

In February, 2019 in St. Louis, United Methodists will gather for a special General Conference tojdiscus

i slation based on the Commi ssionds report,, wi t
clearly favored the second of these three options, cdlliignte On e Gdtausedt bllowd out lgdal, 6
churches and regional judicatories to deter|min

However, all three options will be debatable. Until then, consider this dgseditiersity in the Cedar Bprings
United Methodist Church a strength, or a weakness?

Nextmontho Can We Me wiltcontiia thig dis¢ugsion. Stay tuned!

Bill

Annual Mar k your cal endlar s f o r Worship Messages

More details to fjcdmmeten to a recorded |CD

Church Sundayecember 9, Ihyou wege unable to attend worship, and would like to
\ Conference contact Cindy Scooros to request a copy.

The United Methodist Church and Homosexuality
As noted in the pastor's column this month, the United Methodist denomination has been wrestling !ith hov
ple of LGBTQ orientations for over 40 years. In February 2019 there will be a special General Confdrence «
to help our church fanday forwarBvery United Methodist Church will be affected by the outcome of this G
Conference. In order for our church to prepare for the decision, whatever it is, there will be a serieq of con
Sunday evenings in October. The details are now being arranged, but for now, all are invited to 4 g$ession
14, 21, and 28, 5800 soup and sandwiches, followed by presentations and discussion from 6:00 jppm to
Watch for more details in the Sunday bulletins and the October Chimes.

Rick Miller, founder of Kids Hope and a professor at Arizona State University hag spent
ing educational research. He concl udes
of a father at home, oranyotheasb | ed #fAri sk factoro thdat h
It is the the absence of hope. AND, he continues, this is a good thing for educatofs to ur
because teachers and education supporft p

can control the hope. We can control whether we believe in them, whether we haye their
HOPE whet her we can help them plan for thg fu

USA i 1er claims that kids do better whpn
better when they have meaningful and sustainable relationships with adults. Kid$ do be
they can articulate their futures. THAT IS HOPEFULNESS.

Hope, like reading and math, needs to be practiced. The more hope students have, the happier ard healt
the more they persist in academic lessons, and the likelier they are to graduate.

At CSUMC we have partnered with the Cedar Springs Public Schools to provide mentors to the children
HOPE. Please consider joining us in the Kids Hope USA ministry.
Contact Janis Opperman a2626507 ofjanis@shaneravenuenursery.com

5 Acoustical | nst:rument al Grljoup
gks== Join us for wor ship and fun through gChri
DN sanctuary. We will be meeting Oct pbert
*‘«’W‘W%AII i nstruments wel come! For -1246r nat i



mailto:janis@shaneravenuenursery.com

our backyard and beyond

Once again you have helped meet the goal of collecting enough school supplies for 200 bags. We will pack and se
Meanwhile we need to have cloth bags sewn. Kits to sew are available in the church office. Your help wit this is m
ed. Also, as thisiswritten#\migg ust , your support of the Peesadeesaesy Di

Thank you so very much for making it possible to bless people in need.

Our missions of special emphasis in September will be:

September 2 and-9FON-Justice For Our NeighbeiEhis organization in western Ml offers high quality legal services &
is a safe haven for all immigrants regardless of race or religion. The people there walk people througimiire| stages
gration. JFON welcomes families and protects their human rights with compassion. At this time, when thame|is so m
and anguish about immigration policies, this is one way we can offer support. Our gifts will help keeprtoitedervice, w
in the faith tradition of the United Methodist Church, available. To learn more, Google JFON West Michigan

September 16 and-2BnGed#tan afteschool program which serves 6th, 7th and 8th graders. Here the students can fin
with homework, play games with friends and adult volunteers, participate in sports and art and music classes and
EnGedi is meant to be a safe, encouraging place and is open from 2:15 to 5:15 Monday through Thursday and until
release Fridays. This Cbeistered, local mission has been serving students for several years from its locatwin |in the R
building. It is funded through contributions. Your gifts will benefit many.

September 3@orld Communion Sundapserved the first Sunday in October by many denominations around the w
Since we get so busy with Red Flannel festivities that weekend, we are observing it early as well as on thfat day. T
this observation is to strengthen Christian unity and ecumenical cooperation in our world. It seems thishameeded n
ever. The funds will provide scholarships for young scholars and seminarians. During this time we are encourage
strengthening our witness and that of Christians everywhere.

The next meeting of the Missions Team is Wednesday, September 12, in the Parlor.

[ i ]
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AMERICA

Cedar Springs Coifmun i Eegding America, West Michigan Food Bank

Food Pantry Rep|lprt
Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry can buy food from Feedi
Clients July 01 thrjp Jul y ABelicafo12,13 16 cents per pound!

If you wish to send a donation directly to them at:

Families Served 59 . .
Adults Served 116 Feeding America
Chil 8eeme d 50 West Michigan Food Bank

864 West River Center Dr. NE
4l 01 Comstock Park Ml 498245

Food Purchase@ 1, 38
Meijer Gift C&rds2US88é8d|ABECSUMC Community Food Pahmyber 012960 your gifi
See Treasurer for f ood|cindédplied tolo@ hcBolrk. Erhank you for your support

Meijer 2017 Simply Give campaign is back!
Program continues through September 15. I f |yol
match that amount for a double donation to our Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry housed herglat CSlI
can be found in the checkout lanes in the store and in the clidociblefficaich day is September 7th!
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Your Summer Sale Team, Teresa Tibbe, Mar i An

Dear Church Member s,
AThanks for being in our community

for
Lyle Perry, Jr
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Sharing Our Commissions - Keith Caldwell CLM

Two quotes | have read many times:

"All authority in heaven and on earth has been given @ontieerefore and make disciples of all nations
tizing them in the name of the Father anth@fSon and of the Holy Spiahd teaching them to obey ey
thing that | have commanded yAnd remember, | am with you always, to the end of the age."

Jesus Christ Our Lord, Matthew 28208

0OYou have not hi ng Therefodespehduanhd bé spentsirathiewdmdoga hos anly t
those that need you, but to those that need
take care of this or that society; but to save as many souls as you can; to bring as many sinners a
can to repentance. 0 John Wesl ey

Il think we all want to introduce our friends
say be a friend, but we still have fears of how people will react. What would | say if someone asks
asks what our denomination believes? There are many great books available; several are in our
One of the best places to learn about how we can serve is our Midwest District Lay Servant Class
held several times a year. Fall registration is open now and if you have any questions about a co
Bill, Tom Noreen or myself.
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With Feartpels Fympathy Our condol ggncejls t N‘I hi
L s & Carol | ee |Guh | ICrjgan Blood

& Cam ITeugs MI blood saves lives.

on the | o$s f
Fred and Camdés |si stemMext Bl ood Dr i
Nancy Bremmer . @ Cedar Springs

Ve
UMC

Please keep |thelir famebgdgay, September

in your. prlayeyfs starting @ 12:3
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Prayer is the primary worKk

It is a vital connection to

we can hear from, |isten to,

We encourage you to pray as Let Us Pray for You
Here are some folks you can pray for

Names will remain on the prayer list for one month unless specified otherwise. Thank you.

Members

Friends

Woody & Jan Avis
Diane Christie

Tim & Linda Hagan
Leon Avery

George & Ruth DeYoung
Ethel Palmer

Greg & Sally Johnson
Jerry & Lois Collis

Bud & Helen Gambee
Fred & Carollee Gunnell
Helen Tibbe

Albert Abel

John & Joyce Hansen
Soonja Koole

John Meekler
Carolyn Zank

Angie Osburn
Tim Price
Laars Helenius
Fred & Sandy Mayo

Randy Benedict
Mel Zimmerman

Delores Davis & family Chloe Mason
Ed Bremmer & family Dale Waller
Family of Johnathon Edwards Dawn Pell
Kathy Burton Ed Johnson

Family of Linda Christensen
Dan Truesdale

Family of Jack Averill

Kayla Horton

Steve McClurken

Mary Smith

Members and Friends in Care Facilities: MissionariesRobert & Shirley Amundsen, Thousandsticks, KY

Metron of Cedar Springs:

Rose Hunter, Lois Larson

Kids Hope USAvlentors, Prayer Partners, and Students

The Sanctuary at St. Maryo6s:
Helen Tibbe
Il n Qur Countryds Service:

Jordan Ackerman

Elisabeth Bullen Aaron Burnside

Kenny Neville

Waylon Carlson Jake Merritt

Nick Segard

Tyler Hinton Mitchell Phillips

Jenny Jo Collin

James & Jackie FirBampion

Russell & Janet (Noreen) Scott, Evelyn & Noah

Peter & Mikelle Noreen

Ben & Sarah (Noreen) Smith, Kate

CSUMCOs Car e
provide for those in need.

and

Counsel i ngPldasspray fa th& undeling sessions we cprirergly e



ng for good homes!
are six (6) church pews
ot oamnef bast s
e contact John Hansen| if
2 7136640
— I
5 CHRISTIAN Save the date!
EpuchloNKlds from 3 years through high|sct
T ] invited to a Christian Ed. picpic
/ er 15 at the Noreens?oO 0o me . Thi s
VAN © h 5 h i
14 pl anning. Pl ease contact Nang¢y N
RSVP: (-p186 6086 nanoreen@aol . com
on Me@&$emtgembe&Snunda® 11: 30 a.|m.
of middle school age student|s
Faith Classes wil/ begj n
Kids' fChroifri rst graders and up |wi/l
Tuesday, Septembdr 30pmirom 3: 40
Youth Chomel®tth graders will al qo b
September 113:fT¥5pm.2: 3@ontact Naphcy
696186 o0o06&FOwWi th any questions
Starting September 12 the Wednpes
dinners will be held each wee a
| f you would Ii ke to voluntee t
contact Sally-7Bd8RR2Ho0n @ 616

may use it in the newsletter.

Hi Everyone,

Wow, hasndét the summer fl own by!

OQur rehearsals wildl be Wednesdays

We 6| | rehearse approx. 1 hour each

The first Sunday weodoll Dbe singing i

|l 6m excited to welcome some new singers and Wwelc
ing and sharing together. Bring your friendg wh
Bl essings, Sue Harrison, Choir Director

Pl ease send your speci al messages and o0Than Yo
in the Chimes Newsletter. You can drop off or email to:office@cedarspringsumc.org

We also welcome photos that we might be able to share! Send photos of Church events to the abo
email with Subject Line: 0Church Photoso. | ea



Financi al Reports for the]lch
PLEACE by request from the chdrcl
TAHE NOTE... Pl ease contact the churjfch
woul d I i ke informat]|on
Mi ni stry Shares
Al 't hough the name is familiar to many, S 0 me h
AMi ni stry Shareso (formerly AApportionmentso
people understand this missional effort requl|]rec
to be sharing some details in the coming mon}fhs
odi sm as a fiConnectional Church. o0 This means| we
mi ssions that none of us could accompli sh Dy
throughout the worl d. I n future i1issues of thp 0
make a difference. Watch this space!
As some of our people are aware, the Conference has offered us a grace period during 2018 due
to our previous temporary financial struggles. However, so far this year Cedar Springs UMC has
payed $1952 of our total $28,327, or 2.97% of our 2018 Ministry Shares. Those who have gener-
ously designated giving to enable us to pay Ministry Shares can be assured that their offerings are
sent to the Conference Treasurer monthly as they are given. Beginning in September, our Finance
Committee is also sending contributions from the General Operating Fund to supplement these
designated amounts. Our intention is to continue sending as much as we are able for the remain-
der of this year.
Anyone can check on our Ministry Shares payment
Il i nkttt p: // wmc. umconl i ne. oQhgu/racchceess sdrcehnukricht ethgby
Springs oicsl i#3k0600n t he name and a page will op]len
Il f you want more information, please feel free t
ing for a good book to refpd?
h ? Perhaps you want to shlare
sure you stop by the chur|ch
ck outo all the resources |t ha
story home to enjoy or pdqr ha
i nstruction boodkwe h oVheatyeoyue re
come back again and again!
Discovery Classes:
4week class for those interested in knowing more|labo
See Pastor Bill if interestdedd./ 03C| dDY 1dat edD:/pl "N My
weroNo Wi nter SnoWwlbéeassseémake sure you give |you
1%§THE fice of what months you will be gone|anc
, an

\ S~ Wiiler we can ked¢m ajtoeu omp all the activities
‘!’ the winteBemowpbhbshext spring!

Please check out our website, stop by the office or browse the bulletin boards for
minutes from the meetings of various Committees and Groups serving CSUMC.




2018 UMW Officers
PresidentMari Anne Jones

. : ) United Al | wofmmemh he <church
Vice Presidertthari Wesche Methodist come to the meetin g
TreasurerBetty_Var_lder_WaI S he s woader P
SecretaryBonnie Hitchingham ship and supporting

Devotions and Interpretatlogice Hansen

Love and Stitchdsathy Makowski

Book club:Connie Kidder

Nominationg:BD

2018 Meeting Scheddl#0AM in the church Library/Parlor:
September 5 November ©7Reminder: we will install our 2019 board at this meeting

Red Flannel Day Bake Sale Advent Event:
October®69AM to ? in the Fellowship Hall (first Saturday in October)TBD

Christian character as iron sharpens iron."

We demonstrate the love of Christ by being brothers united in fellowship, good woyks, rec
and encouragement. By supporting one another, and motivating one another to dgvelop :

Please watch the church bulletin for information on upcoming meetings and events
All men are welcome to attend.

Saturday, September 8 Meetin@ 9:00 a.m. in church Parlor

Followed by a work project day (approximately 2 hrs.)
ADOPT'A'H'G""”;‘“(The Men's Group (now the Cedar Springs JUnit
ing roadside cleanup along 17 Mile Road| bet
As pictured, the MDOT sign indicatew deje cl
V0T actiVhity.change was made because the UMM he
NEXT 2 MILES lan adequate nhodieed ovombéres from their memt
CEDAR SPRINGS up s However, for now, UMM wi | | conti njlue t

((UNITED METHODIST CHUR

MDOT schedules three of these each year] P
age with those under 16 supervised by ajn ac
ple working in pairs for about 1 1/2 hours. You he
guestions. The final <c¢cleanup date this year willl be

Cedar Springs United Methodist Mef Red Flannel Day Food Bootfi Saturday, 10/06

Cookbooks will also be available for purchase at the event!
UMW Red Flannel Day Bake Sal@ Saturday, 10/06 from 9:00 a.i.3:00 p.m.

lunch will be September We are a welcoming group; join us if you can!

Please bring items to church by 10/03/18. Call Keith Caldwell @ 616.696.1246 with questions

Everyone is invited to bring goodies to sell! Contact Helene Caldwell @ 616.696.1246 for infol
mation. Drop off times are: Friday, 10/05 from 9:0Gialm@0 p.m. or Saturday 10/06 before 9:30 a.m.
Signup sheets will be outside of the Sanctuary in September , or contact the numbers listed. They also nee
helpers, food, and monetary donations. Thank you!
Thelove& Stitchesgroup:
The Love & Stitches group meets once weekly, September through May, on Tuesdays a 9
church parlor/libraryZWe meet at noon on the second Tt D r |
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Cteeta,

> ) Of fer the first impressiotimedatitesdee
with us. Pl ease see Jo Furhoff or Sh

September 2018

09/80J2erry Col lis

OUR CHuReR 09/80J9anet Avery & Da
09/016i ane Bengtson &

09/023nn Scott
WY /3rltl & Roseann G
June Price

OoNne
rl e

b r ha

Usher s:
We need 4 people each Sunday to help t feri
| f you are interested, -upl cheetsoa the o@m ¢
Liturgists LITURGICAL
They guide us in the liturgy, which | i ¢ TN Es\Ela n s
We participate in prayers as a communi E h .
Pl ease contact Sue Harrison with quest: MNISTRIES bl bec
Coffee Fellowship Host s
We provide a place of Nowuslke+ry caregivers care or
ing base and keeping |doome youngest among us, ndr -
nected with each other JJdurtimg their relationshi Wi
Body of Christ. the church from the very be
I f you would Iike to cplgininbng.
ute to Coffee Fell owshlfjp, we wel come dona-
tions of packaged cooklBes h aduhey a&mat tkeeenagerg ca
dropped off in the chufjch kitchen at any ti me
convenient for you. T gl ke aysoeu !lcont act Sally Johf@gson
OQur media ministry is an essential par
technology plays an important rolefin
ic way. Our fAmedia teamdel abkd. aThHiad |
cl ude, but not be | imited to, ourj] web
vi sual equi pment, and our Sunday mpr ni
See Tim Scott for more information
"Techies" NeededNe are expanding our Sunday morning media team to operate our sound and qcreen
during worship. If interested, please contact Pastor Bill, or a member of the Lay Leadership Comnjittee: S
Stephanie Tabor, Keith Caldwell. Our goal is for Team members to serve one time per month.

We are working on a new church directory this fall, so if you have not conttted the

with changes to your phone, address or email, please do so before Septemper 15tt

There will be several dates coming up to have family photos taken. Thesg

photos

uploaded into our Church Windows Membership software and included in the new

ry. Watch the Sunday bulletin for upcoming dates more details in the bullet

n.



