
 

  

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 
We Share the Love and Hope 

of Jesus Christ.  
 

Can We Mend? Part I 
 

òAccept each other with love, and make an effort to  
preserve the unity of the Spirit with the peace that ties  

you together.ó (Ephesians 4:2-3, CEB) 
 
 

 

The United Methodist Church has a unique witness to the offer the world. This has been the case ever since 
John and Charles Wesley challenged their own denomination, the Church of England, to combine deep spir-
itual strength and fierce social justice into one. Through the evangelistic preaching of John and the well-
known hymnody of Charles (over 6000 hymns penned!) the brothers Wesley gave rise to a faith that meets 
common people where they live and draws them into a relationship with God which calls forth the best of 
us in offering Christ to the world. Though John was not successful in his own church, he launched a move-
ment both in England and the New World that spread the gospel of Jesus Christ in the cities, towns, villages 
and the wilderness of the two continents.  Today this movement has transitioned into a host of Methodist 
denominations with Wesleyan doctrine that resemble a dream of social holiness through the employment of 
scriptural truth, the gift of human reason, a rich Christian tradition and personal experience.  There truly is 
no Christian persuasion like òThe Methodistsó on the planet earth.  

 

Yet, since the 1972 General Conference, our United Methodist Book of Discipline has included divisive lan-
guage regarding homosexuality, and our people have been wrestling to find acceptable ways to speak with 
one another in love. As with many issues, faithful Christians differ in their opinions, citing well-thought-out 
biblical, theological and cultural evidence for their positions. Regrettably, the mission of the church òto 
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the worldó has suffered in the wake of our debate. 
Finally, at the 2016 General Conference a Commission was created to present our denomination with a way 
forward, with the hope of moving us to resolution. Their charge was to offer the Council of Bishops, our 
leaders, with a proposal for healing our denomination if possible.  For the past 18 months the Commission 
has worked to do this, and recently sent their proposal to the Bishops.  
 

Three options surfaced during the Commissionõs work:  
Affirm the current Book of Discipline language and place a high value on accountability. The church 
policy book says the practice of homosexuality òis incompatible with Christian teachingó and lists 
officiating at a same-gender union or being a òself-avowed practicingó gay clergy member as chargea-
ble offenses under church law. 

Remove the Book of Discipline's restrictive language and place a high value on contextualization. This 
sketch also specifically protects the rights of those whose conscience will not al-
low them to perform same-gender weddings or ordain LGBTQ people. 

Create multiple branches that have clearly defined values such as accountability, con-
textualization and justice. This model would maintain shared doctrine and ser-
vices and one Council of Bishops. 

 

 
Continued on page 2  

September 

At a special General Conference in February, 
2019, United Methodists will be faced with a 
decision regarding our denominationõs position 
on homosexuality. This monthõs column be-
gins a series that discusses the issue as our 
church prepares for the outcome. 
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Worship Messages 
If you were unable to attend worship, and would  like to 
listen to a recorded CD of the weekôs service, please  

contact  Cindy Scooros to request a copy.   

Continued from page 1é 
 
In February, 2019 in St. Louis, United Methodists will gather for a special General Conference to discuss leg-
islation based on the Commissionõs report, with the hope of finding common ground. The Commission has 
clearly favored the second of these three options, calling it òThe One Church Model,ó because it allows our local 
churches and regional judicatories to determine whatõs best for the context in which they live.  
 
However, all three options will be debatable. Until then, consider this question: Is diversity in the Cedar Springs 
United Methodist Church a strength, or a weakness? 
 

Next month, òCan We Mend: Part II will continue this discussion. Stay tuned! 

 Bill 

Rick Miller, founder of Kids Hope and a professor at Arizona State University  has spent years do-
ing educational research.  He concludes that itôs not the crime in their neighborhoods, the absence 
of a father at home, or any other so-called ñrisk factorò that holds students back in school. 
It is the the absence of hope.  AND, he continues, this is a good thing for educators to understand, 
because teachers and education support professionals canôt control those factors anyway.  ñBut we 
can control the hope.  We can control whether we believe in them, whether we have their back, and 
whether we can help them plan for the future.ò 
 

Miller claims that kids do better when theyôre surrounded by adults who believe in them.  Kids do 
better when they have meaningful and sustainable relationships with adults.  Kids do better when 

they can articulate their futures.  THAT IS HOPEFULNESS.  
 

Hope, like reading and math, needs to be practiced.  The more hope students have, the happier and healthier they are, 
the more they persist in academic lessons, and the likelier they are to graduate. 
 

At CSUMC we have partnered with the Cedar Springs Public Schools to provide mentors to the children who long for 
HOPE.  Please consider joining us in the Kids Hope USA ministry.   

Contact Janis Opperman at 616-262-6507 or  janis@shaneravenuenursery.com 

Mark your calendars for 
Sunday ð December 9, 2018 
More details to come... 

Acoustical Instrumental Group:  
 

Join us for worship and fun through Christmas Music on Monday evenings in the 
sanctuary.   We will be meeting  October 8 thru November 26 at 7:00 pm.   
All instruments welcome!   For information, call Keith Caldwell @ 696-1246. 

The United Methodist Church and Homosexuality 
As noted in the pastor's column this month, the United Methodist denomination has been wrestling with how to treat peo-
ple of LGBTQ orientations for over 40 years. In February 2019 there will be a special General Conference called in order 
to help our church find a way forward. Every United Methodist Church will be affected by the outcome of this General 
Conference. In order for our church to prepare for the decision, whatever it is, there will be a series of conversations on 
Sunday evenings in October. The details are now being arranged, but for now, all are invited to 4 sessions, October 7, 
14, 21, and 28, 5:30-6:00 soup and sandwiches, followed by presentations and discussion from 6:00 pm to 7:00 p.m. 
Watch for more details in the Sunday bulletins and the October Chimes. 

mailto:janis@shaneravenuenursery.com


 

3 

Once again you have helped meet the goal of collecting enough school supplies for 200 bags.  We will pack and send them later. 
Meanwhile we need to have cloth bags sewn. Kits to sew are available in the church office. Your help with this is most appreciat-
ed.  Also, as this is written in mid-August, your support of the Pastorôs Discretionary Fund is restoring this much-needed resource. 
Thank you so very much for making it possible to bless people in need. 
 
Our missions of special emphasis in September will be: 
 
September 2 and 9---JFON--Justice For Our Neighbors--This organization in western MI offers high quality legal services and 
is a safe haven for all immigrants regardless of race or religion.  The people there walk people through the stages of legal immi-
gration. JFON welcomes families and protects their human rights with compassion. At this time, when there is so much confusion 
and anguish about immigration policies, this is one way we can offer support. Our gifts will help keep this service, which is rooted 
in the faith tradition of the United Methodist Church, available.  To learn more, Google JFON West Michigan. 
 
September 16 and 23---EnGedi--an after-school program which serves 6th, 7th and 8th graders.  Here the students can find help 
with homework, play games with friends and adult volunteers, participate in sports and art and music classes and enjoy snacks. 
EnGedi is meant to be a safe, encouraging place and is open from 2:15 to 5:15 Monday through Thursday and until 4:00 on early 
release Fridays. This Christ-centered, local mission has been serving students for several years from its location in the Red Hawk 
building. It is funded through contributions. Your gifts will benefit many. 
 
September 30--World Communion Sunday--observed the first Sunday in October by many denominations around the world. 
Since we get so busy with Red Flannel festivities that weekend, we are observing it early as well as on that day. The purpose of 
this observation is to strengthen Christian unity and ecumenical cooperation in our world. It seems this is needed more now than 
ever. The funds will provide scholarships for young scholars and seminarians.  During this time we are encouraged to pray for 
strengthening our witness and that of Christians everywhere. 
 

The next meeting of the Missions Team is Wednesday, September 12, in the Parlor. 

Cedar Springs Community  
Food Pantry Report 

 

Clients July 01 thru July 31, 2018 
  
 Families Served                 59 
 Adults Served                 116 
 Children Served       50  
 
Food Purchased     $   1,382.01 
Meijer Gift Cards Used     $   2,355.43 
See Treasurer for food pantry balance 

Feeding America, West Michigan Food Bank  
 

Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry can buy food from Feeding 
America for 12, 13, 16 cents per pound!    

If you wish to send a donation directly to them at: 
 

Feeding America 
West Michigan Food Bank  

864 West River Center Dr. NE 
Comstock Park MI 49321-8955 

 

ADD:  CSUMC Community Food Pantry  Number 01290  so your gift 
can be applied to our account.  Thank you for your support. 

Meijer 2017 Simply Give campaign is back!   
Program continues through September 15.   If you purchase a ñSimply Giveò card at the Cedar Springs Meijer they will 
match that amount for a double donation to our Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry housed here at CSUMC.  Cards 
can be found in the checkout lanes in the store and in the church office.  Double match day is September 7th! 
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Next Blood Drive  
@ Cedar Springs UMC:  
Tuesday, September 18  
starting @ 12:30 p.m. 

Thank you all who prayed for a successful sale, donated the sale 
items, helped to set-up and clean-up, work the sale & brought cook-
ies for the hospitality cart! 
 
This was a first All Church Sale.  We changed the days and times to 
allow more of our church family to participate.  Special thanks to the 
children who brought down so many of the donations from the porch 
and came to help during the entire process! 
 
With everyone's help we raised over $1800.00 which will go towards 
the project you voted for   - replacing the kitchen sink and faucet.   
If any funds are left over, they will go toward your second choice:  a 

new fellowship hall floor! 
 
Your Summer Sale Team,  Teresa Tibbe, MariAnne Jones & Nancy Kidder  
 
 
 Dear Church Members, 

ñThanks for being in our community for all our people and for our Lord.ò 
       Lyle Perry, Jr. 

Our condolences to  
Fred & Carollee Gunnell & 
John & Cam Teusink 
on the loss of  

Fred and Camôs sister,  
Nancy Bremmer.   

Please keep their family 
in your prayers.  

Sharing Our Commissions  - Keith Caldwell CLM  
 

Two quotes I have read many times: 
 
"All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey every-
thing that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age."  
Jesus Christ Our Lord, Matthew 28:18-20 
 
òYou have nothing to do but to save souls.  Therefore spend and be spent in this work.  And go not only to 
those that need you, but to those that need you mostéIt is not your business to preach so many times, and to 
take care of this or that society; but to save as many souls as you can; to bring as many sinners as you possibly 
can to repentance.ó  John Wesley 
 
I think we all want to introduce our friends to our Savior, but sometimes we just donõt know where to begin.  We 
say be a friend, but we still have fears of how people will react.  What would I say if someone asks a question, or 
asks what our denomination believes?  There are many great books available; several are in our church library. 
One of the best places to learn about how we can serve is our Midwest District Lay Servant Classes.  These are 
held several times a year.  Fall registration is open now and if you have any questions about a course ask Pastor 
Bill, Tom Noreen or myself.  
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Prayer is the primary work of Godôs people.  
It is a vital connection to God where  
we can hear from, listen to, and respond to God.  
We encourage you to pray as part of being a healthy disciple.  
 

 
Here are some folks you can pray for this weeké 
 

Names will remain on the prayer list for one month unless specified otherwise.  Thank you. 
 

 
Members and Friends in Care Facilities: Missionaries: Robert & Shirley Amundsen, Thousandsticks, KY 
Metron of Cedar Springs:   
 Rose Hunter, Lois Larson  Kids Hope USA:  Mentors, Prayer Partners, and Students 
The Sanctuary at St. Maryôs:   
 Helen Tibbe 
 
In Our Countryõs Service: 

 
 
 
CSUMCõs Care and Counseling Team asks for your prayer support.  Please pray for the counseling sessions we currently 
provide for those in need.  

Members Friends   

Woody & Jan Avis John Meekler Angie Osburn 

Diane Christie Carolyn Zank Tim Price 

Tim & Linda Hagan Laars Helenius Randy Benedict 

Leon Avery Fred & Sandy Mayo Mel Zimmerman 

George & Ruth DeYoung Delores Davis & family Chloe Mason 

Ethel Palmer Ed Bremmer & family Dale Waller 

Greg & Sally Johnson Family of Johnathon Edwards Dawn Pell 

Jerry & Lois Collis Kathy Burton Ed Johnson 

Bud & Helen Gambee Family of Linda Christensen   

Fred & Carollee Gunnell Dan Truesdale   

Helen Tibbe Family of Jack Averill   

Albert Abel Kayla Horton   

John & Joyce Hansen Steve McClurken   

Soonja Koole Mary Smith   

Jordan Ackerman Elisabeth Bullen Aaron Burnside 

Kenny Neville Waylon Carlson Jake Merritt 

Nick Segard Tyler Hinton Mitchell Phillips 

Jenny Jo Collin     

James & Jackie Finley-Champion   

Russell & Janet (Noreen) Scott,  Evelyn & Noah Peter & Mikelle Noreen 

Ben & Sarah (Noreen) Smith, Kate   
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Please send your special messages  and òThank Youó notes to the Church Office if you would like them 
in the Chimes Newsletter.  You can drop off or email to:   office@cedarspringsumc.org 
We also welcome photos that we might be able to share!  Send photos of Church events to the above 
email with Subject Line:  òChurch Photosó.  Please include a brief note about the event/photo and we 
may use it in the newsletter. 

Looking for good homes! 
There are six (6) church pews that will be available for 
free on a first-come basis.   
Please contact John Hansen if you are interested in one.  
(616) 350-2764 

  

  Starting September 12 the Wednesday night Fellowship  
  dinners will be held each week at 5:30 p.m.   
  If you would like to volunteer time or meal items please  
  contact Sally Johnson @ 616-788-8225 

Save the date! 
Kids from 3 years through high school, along with their parents, are 
invited to a Christian Ed. picnic @ 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, Septem-
ber 15 at the Noreensô home. This will be a time of fellowship & 
planning.   Please contact Nancy Noreen for more details and to 

RSVP:  (616)696-5186 or nanoreen@aol.com   
 

Confirmation Meeting:  SundayðSeptember 9 @ 11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 
Parents of middle school age students & above are invited to attend! 

 
 

Faith Classes will begin in October. 
 

Kids' Choir for first graders and up will begin  
Tuesday, September 11 from 3:40 - 4:30pm.  
 

Youth Chimes for 6th-12th graders will also begin Tuesday,  
September 11 from 2:30 - 3:15pm.  Contact Nancy Noreen at  
696-5186 or 260-0663 with any questions. 

Hi Everyone, 
Wow, hasnôt the summer flown by!  Itôs time for a new choir season. 
Our rehearsals will be Wednesdays at 6:45 PM in the church sanctuary.   
Weôll rehearse approx. 1 hour each Wednesday night.  
The first Sunday weôll be singing in worship will be September 9, 2018.   
  
Iôm excited to welcome some new singers and welcome everyone back for an exciting year of sing-
ing and sharing together.  Bring your friends who like to sing.  Hope to see you all there!  
 
Blessings,  Sue Harrison, Choir Director 
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Ministry Shares  
Although the name is familiar to many, some have asked for a more detailed description of 
ñMinistry Sharesò (formerly ñApportionmentsò).  Our Finance Committee wants to be sure that our 
people understand this missional effort required by all United Methodist Churches, so we are going 
to be sharing some details in the coming months. We begin with our understanding of United Meth-
odism as a ñConnectional Church.ò This means we combine our resources to accomplish amazing 
missions that none of us could accomplish by ourselves. Together, the impact is incredible 
throughout the world. In future issues of the ñChimesò we will be describing the many ways that we 
make a difference. Watch this space! 

As some of our people are aware, the Conference has offered us a grace period during 2018 due 
to our previous temporary financial struggles. However, so far this year Cedar Springs UMC has 
payed $1952 of our total $28,327, or 2.97% of our 2018 Ministry Shares. Those who have gener-
ously designated giving to enable us to pay Ministry Shares can be assured that their offerings are 
sent to the Conference Treasurer monthly as they are given. Beginning in September, our Finance 
Committee is also sending contributions from the General Operating Fund to supplement these 
designated amounts. Our intention is to continue sending as much as we are able for the remain-
der of this year.   
Anyone can check on our Ministry Shares payments throughout the year by going to the following 
link:  http://wmc.umconline.org/access/church.php .  Churches are listed by district, and Cedar 
Springs is #3060ðclick on the name and a page will open showing what we have paid for the year.  
If you want more information, please feel free to contact the church treasurer. 

Financial Reports for the church can be obtained 
 by request from the church treasurer.   
Please contact the church office if you  

would like information. 
 

Please check out our website, stop by the office or browse the bulletin boards for  
minutes from the meetings of  various Committees and Groups serving CSUMC.   

Looking for a good book to read?  Want to dig deeper into your 
faith?  Perhaps you want to share a good story with your children?   
Make sure you stop by the church library located in the Parlor and 
ñcheck outò all the resources that can be found there.  Take a fic-
tion story home to enjoy or perhaps learn a new craft from one of 
the instruction books.  Whatever you findðwe hope you enjoy it 
and come back again and again! 

Winter Snowbirdsé.Please make sure you give your information to the of-
fice of what months you will be gone and your address for the winter.  That way 
we can keep you up-to-date on all the activities and news for the church during 
the winter months!   See you next spring! 

Discovery Classes: 
4-week class for those interested in knowing more about our church and United Methodism.     

See Pastor Bill if interested.  Class dates:  Wednesdaysð10/03, 10/10, 10/17 & 10/24 @ 6:20 p.m. 
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ñWe demonstrate the love of Christ by being brothers united in fellowship, good works, recreation, 
and encouragement.  By supporting one another, and motivating one another to develop stronger 

Christian character as iron sharpens iron." 
 

Please watch the church bulletin for information  on  upcoming meetings and events.  
All men are welcome to attend. 

 
Saturday, September 8 Meeting  -  @ 9:00 a.m. in church Parlor 

Followed by a work project day (approximately 2 hrs.) 

2018 UMW Officers 
President:  Mari Anne Jones 
Vice President:  Shari Wesche 
Treasurer:  Betty VanderWal 
Secretary:  Bonnie Hitchingham 
Devotions and Interpretation:  Joyce Hansen 
Love and Stitches:  Kathy Makowski 
Book club:   Connie Kidder 
Nominations:  TBD 
2018 Meeting Schedule ð 10AM in the church Library/Parlor: 

September 15th November 17th ïReminder:  we will install our 2019 board at this meeting 
 

Red Flannel Day Bake Sale:       Advent Event: 
October 6th 9AM to ? in the Fellowship Hall  (first Saturday in October)  TBD 

 
All women of the church are welcome to 
come to the meetings and help with our 
events.  Itôs a wonderful time for fellow-
ship and supporting our missions.   

 
The Men's Group (now the Cedar Springs United Methodist Men) have been perform-
ing roadside cleanup along 17 Mile Road between Algoma Ave and Olin Lake Road. 
 
As pictured, the MDOT sign indicates the cleanups are now a CSUMC church-wide 
activity.  This change was made because the UMM have lately been unable to muster 
an adequate number of able-bodied workers from their membership for these clean-
ups.  However, for now, UMM will continue to organize them. 
 
MDOT schedules three of these each year. Participants must be at least 14 years of 
age with those under 16 supervised by an adult. Ideally. the crew will consist of 8 peo-

ple working in pairs for about 1 1/2 hours.  Your help would be appreciated. Please contact Tom Palmer with 
questions.  The final cleanup date this year will be announced and will be between Sept. 22nd and 29th.  

Cedar Springs United Methodist MenñRed Flannel Day Food BoothñSaturday, 10/06 
Please bring items to church by 10/03/18.  Call Keith Caldwell @ 616.696.1246 with questions.  
Cookbooks will also be available for purchase at the event! 
 

UMW Red Flannel Day Bake SaleñSaturday, 10/06 from 9:00 a.m.ñ3:00 p.m. 
Everyone is invited to bring goodies to sell!  Contact Helene Caldwell @ 616.696.1246 for infor-

mation.  Drop off times are:  Friday, 10/05 from 9:00 a.m.ñ1:00 p.m. or Saturday 10/06 before 9:30 a.m. 
 

Sign-up sheets will be outside of the Sanctuary in September , or contact the numbers listed.  They also need 
helpers, food, and monetary donations.  Thank you! 

The Love & Stitches group:   
The Love & Stitches group meets once weekly, September through May, on Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. in the 
church parlor/library.   We meet at noon on the second Tuesday for lunch at the Cedar Caf®.  This monthôs 
lunch will be September 11.    We are a welcoming group;  join us if you can! 
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Our media ministry is an essential part of our church. The use of media and 
technology plays an important role in communicating the gospel in a dynam-
ic way. Our ñmedia teamò looks at all things media-related. This would in-
clude, but not be limited to, our website, our Facebook page, our audio-
visual equipment, and our Sunday morning worship service.   
See Tim Scott for more information.  

 
"Techies" Needed: We are expanding our Sunday morning media team to operate our sound and screen programs 
during worship. If interested, please contact Pastor Bill, or a member of the Lay Leadership Committee: Shari Wesche, 
Stephanie Tabor, Keith Caldwell.  Our goal is for Team members to serve one time per month.  

Liturgists  
They guide us in the liturgy, which literally means ñthe work of the people.ò   
We participate in prayers as a community of faith.    
Please contact Sue Harrison with questions or to become a Liturgist. 

 
Nursery caregivers care for 
the youngest among us, nur-
turing their relationship with 
the church  from the very be-
ginning.    
 
Both adults and teenagers can be volunteers. 
 
Please contact Sally Johnson with questions. 
 

Coffee Fellowship Hosts  
We provide a place of  touch-
ing base and keeping con-
nected with each other as the 
Body of Christ. 
If you would like to contrib-
ute to Coffee Fellowship, we welcome dona-
tions of packaged cookies.  They can be 
dropped off in the church kitchen at any time 
convenient for you.  Thank you! 

 Offer the first impression and first connection that a long-time attendee or visitor has 
with us.   Please see Jo Furhoff or Shirley Neff to be a greeter. 
 
September 2018 
09/02ðJerry Collis    09/23ðAnn Scott 
09/09ðJanet Avery & Dawn Hall  09/30ðArt & Roseann Gerhardt 
09/16ðDiane Bengtson & June Price 

Ushers: 
 
We need 4 people each Sunday to help take the offering.   
If you are interested, please see the  ñUsherò sign-up sheet on the bulletin board. 
 

We are working on a new church directory this fall, so if you have not contacted the church 

with changes to your phone, address or email, please do so before September 15th. 

There will be several dates coming up to have family photos taken.  These photos will be 

uploaded into our Church Windows Membership software and included in the new directo-

ry.  Watch the Sunday bulletin for upcoming dates more details in the bulletin. 


