Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
We Share the Love and Hope
of Jesus Christ.
August

Every Blessing in Abundance
Sometimes we wonder why we can’t have an experience like the one we imagine Moses
had. He had on his mind the idea that his people needed some direction, and so he went up the
mountain (where else?) to seek an answer. The Ten Commandments are the result of an earnest
request to God on behalf of the people of God. It worked.
Nowadays, it isn’t always so clear to us, how to settle a question on our mind, or address a
need we face. Why doesn’t God just come right out and speak to us?
And then, there are days like July 12. Into the food pantry walked K and T, literally off
the street, on foot. No home, no food, no transportation; only a few personal possessions and
22 cents. They had come from Florida to see K’s brother who was dying of cancer. After three
weeks in Michigan, and after burying K’s brother, they had run out. A Supplemental Security Income check (hers) had been used up on living expenses. His court case for disability support was
pending in Florida. He was being treated for cancer as well. They had stayed a while in a camper
near town but that option was no longer available. They slept on the front porch of an empty
house in Cedar Springs the night of July 11/12, and they were given a tent by a woman who
took pity on them and drove them from Grand Rapids to Cedar Springs the day before. Their
hope was to get back to Florida where there were resources, home and family.
After several phone calls to research potential assistance, it became clear to me that getting them home as soon as possible was the logical choice. I called Ann Scott to ask for counsel.
We concluded that our Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, designed to address emergency needs such
as utility bills, medical bills, or rent for local people, was the solution. Ann and I agreed this situation needed thinking outside the box. We determined that we’d use this Fund and appeal to our
congregation to replenish the funds so that we could help others. These are difficult times. We
don’t always understand how it is that people find themselves in dire straits. We only know that
they do. While each of us would deal with shortages differently than others, it doesn’t help to
blame these victims of circumstance. And we know that when Jesus faced a crowd of tired and
hungry people, he told his disciples “Give them something to eat.” (Matthew 14:16).
I’m a bit slow on the draw at times; I like to study and reflect before I
act. But when human need stares at me, I don’t need the directions written on
stone tablets. I’m betting most of us don’t, and that’s why I trust that enough
of our people will want to share in the Special Offering for the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund August 5 and 12. And just today, Monday, July 23, another homeless couple with another story, appeared at our door.

Bill

Prayer is the primary work of God’s people.
It is a vital connection to God where
we can hear from, listen to, and respond to God.
We encourage you to pray as part of being a healthy disciple.

Here are some folks you can pray for this week…
Names will remain on the prayer list for one month unless specified otherwise. Thank you.
Members

Friends

Leon Avery

Wanda, her family, (Ruth & George DeYoung)

Mel Zimmerman

George & Ruth DeYoung

Steve McClurken

Chloe Mason

Ethel Palmer

Sue Norton

Dale Waller

Shirley Neff

Naomi & Tony Fitzgerald

Dawn Pell

Greg & Sally Johnson

Mary Smith

Ed Johnson

Darcey Raymond

Amanda Selleck

Randy Truman

Jerry & Lois Collis

Linda & Doug Christensen & family

Bud & Helen Gambee

Angie Osburn

Fred & Carollee Gunnell

Deanna Magoon

Helen Tibbe

Evelyn Veltkamp

Albert Abel

Laars Helenius

John & Joyce Hansen

Jeannette Mansfield

Soonja Koole

Tim Price

Members and Friends in Care Facilities:
Metron of Cedar Springs: Rose Hunter, Lois Larson
The Sanctuary at St. Mary’s: Helen Tibbe
In Our Country’s Service:
Jordan Ackerman

Missionaries: Robert & Shirley Amundsen, Thousandsticks, KY
Kids Hope USA: Mentors, Prayer Partners, and Students

Elisabeth Bullen

Aaron Burnside

Kenny Neville

Waylon Carlson

Jake Merritt

Nick Segard

Tyler Hinton

Mitchell Phillips

Jenny Jo Collin

David Segard, III

James & Jackie Finley-Champion
Russell & Janet (Noreen) Scott, Evelyn & Noah

Peter & Mikelle Noreen

Ben & Sarah (Noreen) Smith, Kate

Sympathy to Dave & Nancy Carlson on the loss of Dave’s
sister-in-law, Joan. Our prayers are with your family.
Sympathy to Dale & Jeny Ransom on the passing of
Jeny’s mother, Angie Osburn, on July 23rd. Please keep their
family in your prayers.
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Dear Church Family,
Thank you for giving us the chance to go to camp. We had an amazing
time and fun happened everyday. So I thank you very much for the
help.
Love, Allison Scott
Dear Church Family,
Thank you for the opportunity to go to camp this summer. I had a lot of
fun. The food tasted good this year.
Sincerely, Lilly Scott

Save the date!
Families of kids from preschool through high school are
invited to a cookout at the Noreens’ house.
Saturday, September 15. More details to follow.

Faith Classes will begin in October.
Kids' Choir for first graders and up will begin
Tuesday, September 11 from 3:40 - 4:30pm.
Youth Chimes for 6th-12th graders will also
begin Tuesday, September 11 from 2:30 - 3:15pm.
Contact Nancy Noreen at 696-5186 or 260-0663
with any questions.
Starting September 12 the Wednesday night Fellowship
dinners will be held each week at 5:30 p.m.
If you would like to volunteer time or meal items please
contact Sally Johnson @ 616-788-8225
Golf Outing Fundraiser: East Nelson UMC is sending a mission team to the Dominican Republic in January, 2019. We invite you and your church to partner with us in this effort by fielding a
team of golfers for our benefit golf outing on Sunday afternoon, Aug 26th, 1pm at Cedar Chase
Golf Club.
The cost is $60 per golfer ($240 for a team) and it includes a lunch, dinner and a chance to fellowship with other people wanting to help in the world. Not a golfer? Just join us for the dinner at 6pm ($20).
Would you consider joining us?! You can get a copy of the brochure with all
the information from East Nelson Church or our church office. What a fun way
to be of help! Join us!!
Inge Whittemore—Pastor, East Nelson UM Church
9024 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs MI. 49319 Phone: (616) 696-0661
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Thank you, Congregation, for your support of
Missions since January 1, 2018.
You have given over $5000 for the various askings.
Your support of the VBS project for money for water
was super!
The total given was $345.72 and that will purchase two treadle pumps through Heifer Project.
We received a thank-you from Midwest Mission for the school bags and health kit supplies we sent
as well as the money which will cover the shipping of these.
A group from CSUMC will be visiting the African immigrant church in Grand Rapids on Sunday, August 12. They worship at 1:30 pm and we will carpool from our church. Let the office or Pastor Bill
know if you are interested in being a part of this.
Our Mission offerings in August will be for the Pastor's Discretionary Fund. See Pastor Bill’s article
on page one explaining how this money is used and why the fund needs your gifts.
On August 5th and 12th we will receive a Special Offering for the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. Our
Missions Committee has set an ambitious goal of $1000 so that we can not only replenish the funds
used, but also have funds ready for the next situations that arise. The needs are never-ending, and
it’s just a matter of time before the next guests arrive at our doorstep with very little but the clothes
on their backs. Will you consider a gift on August 5 or 12, or any other time that works for
you? “ And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having
enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.”
2 Corinthians 9:8

Remember that extra garden produce is welcome at the Food Pantry.
Also, we will continue to collect school supplies through this month.
Mission Trip
The Habitat Mission team wants to thank
everyone who made our trip possible.
Prayers, donations for the spaghetti
fundraiser, buying studs, and much
more helped to pay our way.
We had a great time and are looking
forward to going back again next
summer. Mark your calendars to join
us July 7-13!
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Please check out our website, stop by the office or browse the bulletin boards for
minutes from the meetings of various Committees and Groups serving CSUMC.
Sharing Our Commissions - Keith Caldwell CLM
During the Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood intro, he’d sing a little jingle that many people remember beginning
with the line, “It’s a beautiful day in the neighborhood.” During his program he would elaborate on one or more
of the people or businesses he had visited. He found ways that everyone was a winner. For the people that grew
up watching him, Fred Rogers represents the most important of Christian values: respect, compassion, kindness,
integrity, humility and honesty.
Mister Rogers had found the true meaning of radical hospitality. He knew the people outside of his home, the
people in the world around him. Yes, the couple down the street, the firemen, the policemen, the nurses, and the
shoe repairman must have loved him as much he loved them.
Fred Rogers was an ordained minister. He taught these Christian values by living them and sharing them on his
program. No, he never preached a sermon on his program, but people new Jesus by the way Mister Rogers lived
and spoke. We can learn a lot about radical hospitality by following Mister Rogers’ example. Know our neighbors,
care about their concerns and follow the Christian values he found so important.

Definitions of Kids Hope Volunteers
Mentor- A volunteer willing to share his/her most precious commodity: time.
Convinced that a student’s life can change when given the chance within the context of a reliable relationship, a mentor provides the love of presence and the
hope of a better tomorrow. Together, with a prayer partner, a mentor’s deepest
desire is to see a difference.

Prayer partner-A volunteer matched with every mentor, this behind-the-scenes role provides support, encouragement, and accountability (and prayers, of course) that ensure an enduring and successful relationship.
Data shows that a highly engaged prayer partner has a strong, positive effect on the mentorstudent relationship. As an old proverb says, “No road is long with good company.”

Next Blood Drive @ Cedar Springs UMC:
Tuesday, August 21 starting @ 12:30 p.m.

The Love & Stitches group:
The Love & Stitches group meets once weekly, September through May, on
Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. in the church parlor/library. From June through August
we meet at noon on the second Tuesday for lunch at the Cedar Café. This
month’s lunch will be August 14. We are a welcoming group; join us if you
can.
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2018 UMW Officers
President: Mari Anne Jones
All women of the church are welcome
Vice President: Shari Wesche
to come to the meetings and help with
Treasurer: Betty VanderWal
our events. It’s a wonderful time for
Secretary: Bonnie Hitchingham
fellowship and supporting our misDevotions and Interpretation: Joyce Hansen
sions.
Love and Stitches: Kathy Makowski
Book club: Connie Kidder
Nominations: TBD
2018 Meeting Schedule – 10AM in the church Library/Parlor:
September 15th
November 17th –Reminder: we will install our 2019 board at this meeting

Red Flannel Day Bake Sale:
October 6th 9AM to ? in the Fellowship Hall (first Saturday in October)
Advent Event:
TBD

Cedar Springs Community
Food Pantry Report
Clients June 01 thru June 30, 2018
Families Served
Adults Served
Children Served
Food Purchased
Meijer Gift Cards Used

Feeding America, West Michigan Food Bank
Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry can buy food
from Feeding America for 12, 13, 16 cents per pound!
If you wish to send a donation directly to them at:

77
146
46

Feeding America
West Michigan Food Bank
864 West River Center Dr. NE
Comstock Park MI 49321-8955

$ 1,090.70
$ 4,175.60

ADD:
CSUMC Community Food Pantry Number 01290
so your gift can be applied to our account.
Thank you for your support.

Meijer 2017 Simply Give campaign is back!
Program dates: August 19 – September 15. If you purchase a “Simply Give” card at the Cedar
Springs Meijer they will match that amount for a double donation to our Cedar Springs Community
Food Pantry housed here at CSUMC. Cards can be found in the checkout lanes in the store and in
the church office. This a GREAT time to give to the hungry!
“We demonstrate the love of Christ by being brothers united in fellowship, good
works, recreation, and encouragement. By supporting one another, and motivating
one another to develop stronger Christian character as iron sharpens iron."
Please watch the church bulletin for information on upcoming meetings and events.
All men are welcome to attend.

Friday, August 11th Meeting - @ 9:00 a.m. in church Parlor
"Thank you to everyone who participated in the July roadside clean up. It is because of volunteers like you that we are
able to continue to participate in these kinds of activities to benefit our community!”
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Looking for good homes!
There are six (6) church pews that will be available for free
on a first come basis.
Please contact John Hansen if you are interested in one.
(616) 350-2764

CSUMC Summer Sale
Thursday, August 16, 9-6, Friday, August 17, 9-6
Saturday, August 18, 9-2
This will be a new experience for our Sales. This sale will be a CHURCH fundraiser. We
will be open on Thursday, Friday & Saturday. The bag sale will begin on Friday with bags
of clothing/linens priced $3.00 per bag AND buy 2 bags get 1 free. Saturday will be $1.00
per bag for clothes/linens plus 1/2 off everything else.
We will need lots of help setting up and working the sale as well as cleaning up! Sign-up
sheets will be available outside of the Sanctuary.
As of August 12 we will be moving the donations from the porch to the fellowship hall. We
will start this process after the worship service. We appreciate any volunteers who can
help!
Sale set-up times: Sunday 8/12 from 12-2pm (feel free to bring your lunch)
Monday 08/13 from 9am-1pm,
Tuesday 08/14 from 9am-1pm and Wednesday 08/15 from 9am-?

Whitecaps Outing August 26
Join our members and friends for a great Sunday afternoon family day
at 5/3 Park as our Whitecaps take on the Great Lake Loons at 2:00
p.m.

Game Highlights: Helen DeVos Children's Hospital Family Day. The
first 1,000 kids eat free! Get your face painted on the concourse from
1pm - 3pm. Also get autographs and play catch on the field before the game from 1:15-1:30pm.
Kids Run the Bases after the game.
Game Highlight: Yoga Day - Gates open early for anyone that wants to participate in pregame yoga on the field.
We have reserved a block of tickets until August 13, at $12.50 per person, or $16.50 with
hotdog and soda. Sign up on the Connect Card, the signup sheet in our gathering area or by calling the church office: 616-696-1140.
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Church
Ministry
Opportunities

PLEASE RECYCLE DEVOTIONALS:

Please remember to recycle your used devotional materials
(The Upper Room, Our Daily Bread, etc.) in the container under
the table outside the sanctuary. They are sent to Love Packages, an organization that ships them to areas in need of Bible
teaching materials.

Offer the first impression and first
connection that a long-time attendee or visitor has with us.
Please see Jo Furhoff or Shirley
Neff to be a greeter.

Worship Messages
If you were unable to attend worship,
and would like to listen to a recorded CD
of the week’s service, please contact
Cindy Scooros to request a copy.
Ushers:

July 2018 Greeters Schedule:

We need 4 people each
Sunday to help take the
offering.

08/05— Sally Johnson & Aurora Dandridge
08/12— Tom & Hazel Palmer
08/19— Pete & Robin Kribbet
08/26— Kathy Makowski

If you are interested, please see the “Usher”
sign-up sheet on the bulletin board.

Liturgists
They guide us in the liturgy, which literally means “the work of the people.”
We participate in prayers as a community of faith.
Please contact Sue Harrison with questions or to become a Liturgist.
Coffee Fellowship Hosts
We provide a place of touching base and keeping
connected with each other as the Body of Christ.
If you would like to contribute to
Coffee Fellowship, we welcome
donations of packaged cookies.
They can be dropped off in the
church kitchen at any time convenient for you. Thank you!

Nursery caregivers care for the youngest among
us, nurturing their relationship with the church
from the very beginning. Both adults and teenagers can be volunteers.
Please contact Sally Johnson with questions.

Audio-visual & sound equipment:
Our media ministry is an essential part of our church. The use of media and technology plays an important role in communicating the gospel in a dynamic way.
Our “media team” looks at all things media-related. This would include, but not be
limited to, our website, our Facebook page, our audio-visual equipment, and our
Sunday morning worship service. See Tim Scott for more information.
"Techies" Needed: We are expanding our Sunday morning media team to operate our sound
and screen programs during worship. If interested, please contact Pastor Bill, or a member of the
Lay Leadership Committee: Shari Wesche, Stephanie Tabor, Keith Caldwell. Our goal is for Team
members to serve one time per month.
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Financial Reports for the church can be obtained by request from the church
treasurer. Please contact the church office if you would like information.
The YTD figures will be published in the September Chimes.
Finance Meetings:
We are now meeting on the 3rd Monday of each month for the rest of 2018: August 20, September
17, October 15, November19 & December 17.
Church Council Meetings:
Just a reminder that our Church Council will now meet the fourth Tuesday of the month, starting in
August. The dates for the rest of 2018 are:
August 27, September 25, October 22, November 26 and December (TBD)
Please send your special messages and “Thank You” notes to the Church Office if you would like them
in the Chimes Newsletter. You can drop off or email to: office@cedarspringsumc.org
We also welcome photos that we might be able to share! Send photos of Church events to the above
email with Subject Line: “Church Photos”. Please include a brief note about the event/photo and we
may use it in the newsletter.

Midwest District & MI Conference West Open House: Sept. 23
September 23 @ 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm
You’re invited to attend an open house to meet the new Midwest Dis
trict Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Margie Crawford and see the new MI
Conference West and Midwest District offices on Sunday, September
23 from 3-5pm! Save the date!

Mark your calendars for
Sunday — December 9, 2018
More details to come...
We will be updating and publishing a new church directory
this fall for our church.

If you have not contacted the

church with any changes to your phone, address or email,
please do so before September 1st.
There will be several dates in September to have family
photos taken.

These photos will be uploaded into our

Church Windows Membership software and also included
in the new directory. Watch the Sunday bulletin for upcoming dates and detailed information.
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Birthdays
Aug. 1

Lauren Falicki

Aug. 19

Darcey Raymond

Aug. 2

Danielle Phillips

Aug. 21

Judy Murray

Aug. 5

Karen Young

Aug. 22

Andy Tibbe

Aug. 6

Frances Abel

Aug. 23

Ken Brooks

Aug. 9

Jenny Jo Collin

Aug. 23

Tim Covell

Aug. 10

James Scott

Aug. 27

Sabrina Tabor

Aug. 11

Allison Scott

Aug. 28

Chris Lyon

Aug. 12

Lena Wesche

Aug. 29

Kara Smith

Aug. 13

Steve Mueller

Aug. 30

Nancy Carlson

Aug. 17

Nancy Buck

Aug. 17

Pastor Bill Johnson

Anniversaries
Aug. 4
Aug. 14
Aug. 20
Aug. 23
Aug. 25

Eric & Caroline Galle
Dennis & Nancy Buck
John & Cindy Wolfe
Robert & Deanna Smith
Gerry & Gloria Gebhardt
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Weekly

Weekly

Weekly

Weekly

Weekly

Weekly

Weekly

9am-Adult Bible
Study in parlor

6:30pm-Grief
Share in parlor

10am-Women’s
Bible Study in
parlor

1pm-6pm
Counseling in
Quiet Room

Office closed

1

2

3
Linda
Christensen
Funeral
Luncheon
12pm
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9
10
Metron
Worship-10am

11
Men’s Group9am

16
Rummage
Sale

17
Rummage
Sale

18
Rummage
Sale &
Cleanup

25

10:15am-Worship 1pm-6pm
w/Children’s
Counseling in
Church
Quiet Room

11:30am-Coffee
& Fellowship
Worship

5
Communion
Sunday

6

7
Congregational
Care Meeting12pm

12
Rummage Sale
Setup
Outreach
Meeting-12pm
Green Acres
Worship-3pm

13
14
Rummage Sale Rummage Sale
Setup
Setup

15
Rummage Sale
Setup

Bible Study @
Brewery-7pm

Trustee’s
Meeting-7pm

Chimes
Articles Due!

19

20
Finance
Meeting-7pm

21
Blood Drive12:30pm

22
Community
Players6:30pm

23
Community
Players6:30pm

24
Community
Players6:30pm

29
Community
Players6:30pm

30
Community
Players6:30pm

31

SPRC Meeting6pm
Scout Recruit.
Meeting-6:30pm
26

27

28
Community
Players-6:30pm
Church Council
Meeting-7pm
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OUR VISION AT CEDAR SPRINGS UMC:
We share the love and hope of Jesus Christ...







by inviting people of all ages to participate with
openness and sincerity
by worshipping through music and fellowship
by studying God's Word together
by praying and caring for each other
by serving each other, our community, and
our world
by giving of our time, talent, gifts, and resources

August 2018

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church

Pastor
Bill Johnson
bjinside@gmail.com
(616) 366-2421

Church Office
Phone: 616-696-1140
Fax: 616-696-2582

Pastor Office Hours
Tues. & Wed.

Ministry Assistant
Jennifer August
office@cedarspringsumc.org
Church Office Hours
Mon.-Thurs.
9:00a.m. to 1:00p.m.

140 S. Main St., PO Box K
Cedar Springs MI 49319
Worship Schedule
Sunday Worship Service
at 10:15 a.m.

Website & Email
Wednesdays:
www.cedarspringsumc.org
office@cedarspringsumc..com 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education
(Ages: 2yrs-High School)
With a 6:00pm dinner
Chimes Newsletter Articles:
Send information to
office e-mail Subject line
“Chimes”
by the 15th of each month.

Supervised Nursery Care
Activity Bags & Books Available
for services

Find us on Facebook: Cedar Springs United Methodist Church

Chimes
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