Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
We Share the Love and Hope
of Jesus Christ.
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A Trace of Paradise
I know I’m pushing it, talking about baseball all the time. So, I beg forgiveness and keep on with it
for the few months of the year when the game takes center stage in my life. If you tire of reading
and hearing the references to America’s Pastime (true believer, here), then just turn the page and
enjoy the wealth of great articles shared by our people, assembled by all-star Ministry Assistant
Jennifer. The happenings recorded in this month’s issue knock it out of the park. (Sorry).
Anyway, conservative columnist George Will, in his book Men at Work: The Craft of Baseball,
quotes the late A. Bartlett Giamatti, President of Yale University until he got promoted to Commissioner of Major League Baseball. (Yeah, I said “promoted”).
He says Giamatti was fond of saying that the root of the word paradise is an ancient Persian word
meaning “enclosed park or green.” Ballparks exist, Giamatti says, “because there is in humanity ‘a
vestigial memory of an enclosed green space as a place of freedom or play.’”
Vestigial is a word that literature elites might use instead of the word “trace”.
So, Giamatti would have us believe that all of us dream of our beginnings in the Garden of Eden, a
poetic place where we had nothing to do except play until man and woman deceived God and
each other, and were banished from the first enclosed green space. Since we can’t have paradise,
we build ballparks and play baseball in memory of it. Makes perfect sense to me. As Annie says in
Bull Durham, “It’s a spiritual game.”
In addition to being baseball season, it is of course the Season After Pentecost in the Christian calendar. And Pentecost is the day we celebrate the return of God’s Spirit, filling the first Christians
with power to transform their world. So, if you don’t care for baseball, you can at least celebrate the
idea that God is continuing to pour out the Holy Spirit in order that we may transform the world. Not
a bad thing to do in any season.
To celebrate the Season After Pentecost is to look back on perfection, when differences of nationality and language evaporated, and all who were gathered there in one place saw paradise again.
Luke says it was a tsunami of wind and fire sweeping through the place. And just as Jesus had
promised, the Spirit empowered them, freed them to be everything that God wants the Church to
be.
Think of it as a way of life that is empowered – a way that enables the Church to be in mission. As
we are filled full of God’s Spirit, the Church becomes an instrument in God’s hands, making disciples and transforming the world.
Does the world need to be transformed? For United Methodists, that question has been answered.
United Methodists declare, “We will make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world.”
Transformation comes slowly, and for humans it is not easy. But with God, all things are possible,
and so even when times seem dark and paradise seems lost, we continue to look for the places
where God is at work transforming the world. Will we ever return to paradise on
earth? That’s not for us to say.
Our call is to receive God’s gift of the Holy Spirit, offer ourselves as instruments
in God’s hands, and wait for the Spirit to tell us how to live with power not of our
own doing, but God’s.
While we’re waiting, we can dream of the day when that enclosed green space is
not a trace of a memory, but the kingdom of God on earth.

Bill

Prayer is the primary work of God’s people.
It is a vital connection to God where we can hear from,
listen to, and respond to God.
We encourage you to pray as part of being a healthy disciple.

Here are some folks you can pray for this week…
Names will remain on the prayer list for one month unless specified otherwise on the prayer card. Thank you.
Members
Friends
Kerri Mayo

Rick Schaefer-Space

Tim Price

Ethel Palmer

Curt & Valerie Gates

Randy Truman

Leon & Janet Avery

Sue Norton

Mel Zimmerman

Shirley Neff

Susie Leal

Chloe Mason

Greg & Sally Johnson

Myranda (no last name given)

Dale Waller

Darcey Raymond

Family of Chance Cooper

Dawn Pell

Jerry & Lois Collis

Terry Bacon

Ed Johnson

Bud & Helen Gambee

Roger & Denice Belknap

Fred & Carollee Gunnell

Family of Jenny Byle

Helen Tibbe

Evelyn Veltkamp

Albert Abel

Terry Bacon

John & Joyce Hansen

Laar Helenius

Soonja Koole

Jeannette Mansfield

Members and Friends in Care Facilities:
Metron of Cedar Springs: Rose Hunter, Lois Larson
The Sanctuary at St. Mary’s: Helen Tibbe
In Our Country’s Service:
Jordan Ackerman

Missionaries: Robert & Shirley Amundsen, Thousandsticks, KY
Kids Hope USA: Mentors, Prayer Partners, and Students

Elisabeth Bullen

Aaron Burnside

Kenny Neville

Waylon Carlson

Jake Merritt

Nick Segard

Tyler Hinton

Mitchell Phillips

Jenny Jo Collin

David Segard, III

James & Jackie Finley-Champion
Russell & Janet (Noreen) Scott, Evelyn & Noah

Peter & Mikelle Noreen

Ben & Sarah (Noreen) Smith, Kate
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Next Blood Drive @ Cedar Springs UMC:
Tuesday, July 17 starting @ 12:30 p.m.
Remember, during the summer months the need for blood skyrockets! So if you can donate,
please do so…and bring a friend; we need you both!
Every individual donation can save up to three separate lives!

Join in celebration of the birth of Katherine (Kate) Elizabeth Smith. She was
born 06/11/18 weighing in at 7lb. 7oz. and 19” long. Parents are Ben & Sarah

(Noreen) Smith, grandparents are Tom & Nancy Noreen and greatgrandmother is Marjorie Clark. Congratulations to your family on this wonderful
new addition.
A big thank you for all the support from my church family--prayers,
cards, food, transportation and Pastor Bill's calls and visits. It was all
greatly appreciated. Thank you!
Shirley Neff

Dear Church Family,
What a wonderful retirement gathering. Thank you for your zestful singing, to Pastor Bill for his
kind words of appreciation and asking me to help serve communion. Receiving communion and
serving communion is very meaningful to me and gives me a sense of peace.
A very big THANK YOU for all the cards and wonderful love gift I received from all of you (my
church family). It was a great surprise. For those who were able to stay tor the potluck, Rose
Kempf for her fine presentation, the cake, plant, certificate, my family and anything else I may
have missed. I am not leaving – I will see you at church.
With a heart full of gratitude and thanks for knowing you and being your organist all
of these years. With Love and humility,
Janet Avery

Sympathy to Bill and Mary Yuncker on the loss of
Bill’s mother, Louise Yuncker.
Please keep their family in your prayers.
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Are you checking the colored graphs on the bulletin boards which
give a quick snapshot of our mission giving? All of your designated
gifts for missions are reflected here.
Update from Africa University which is supported through our ministry shares: 616 students from 21 countries graduated recently. Their
speaker, an executive from Boeing, challenged them to become exemplary leaders. He also gave
$130,000 to support a permanent scholarship for women studying education.
We sent 129 Little Dresses for Africa. Several women of the church sewed them. Others gave fabric and the United Methodist Women paid to send them.
Special missions for July 2018 are:
July 1 and 8---Community Food Pantry for personal care items. You may bring items such as
toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, conditioner or bar soap, or you may give money so these can be
purchased. Simply Give funds cannot be used for these products. Personal care is very important
to the dignity of the Pantry clients. Please continue your generous support.
July 15---United Methodist Camps--Maintaining the physical features of our camps is important
for continuing the experiences many have in these settings. Time spent at camp leads many to a
fuller understanding of what being a disciple is and can be. Many adults point to their church camp
time as significant in their Christian beliefs and actions today.
Pray for the safety and witness of our Mission Team working with Habitat for Humanity in the Upper
Peninsula this week.
July 22 and 29---School bag supplies--This past May we sent 216 bags. We hope to send at
least that many in 2019. Now is the time--during the Back To School sales-- to make the dollars
stretch. Each bag requires 3 spiral notebooks, 1 package of loose leaf notebook paper, 1 box of 24
crayons, 1 pair of blunt tip, metal scissors, a 12-inch ruler, 6 unsharpened pencils, 1 pencil sharpener and 1 large (2”) eraser. There will be tubs on each level of the church to collect the items or you
may leave them in the church office. If you choose to give money, designate that it is for school
bag supplies.
One more thing--Do you or your neighbors have extra garden goodies? The Food Pantry would
welcome these to share with the families they serve.

The next Mission Team meeting is scheduled for 11:30 am on July 17 in the Parlor/Library.
Celebrating Our Missions Giving
Congratulations are in order for the outstanding generosity toward our mission giving in the first half
of 2018. In addition to our first Ministry Shares payment of $651.00. We have gone the second
mile with sending special offerings totaling $4598.01. Mission giving and Ministry Shares payments
will be sent monthly to the Conference Treasurer's Office for the reminder of 2018, so they can be
distributed directly to the missions we support.
Stephanie Tabor, Finance Chair
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Please check out our website, stop by the office or browse the bulletin boards for
minutes from the meetings of various Committees and Groups serving CSUMC.
Mission Trip
You can still support the Habitat for Humanity
Mission Trip through our Buy-a-Stud fundraiser. For $10.00, you can buy an 8-ft stud and
personalize it. Over the years, we have incorporated these studs into a number of the
homes we have worked on. (See pictures).
For more information on this event or the Habitat trip, please contact me at: (616) 696-5186
or tomnoreen@aol.com.
Blessings,
Tom Noreen

2018 Summer Vacation Bible School (VBS)

Another fun summer of VBS has just ended
and what a great turnout! With over twenty
children attending this year, all the fun things to
do kept them busy and active.
Our VBS Mission Offering this year:
Clean Water--The theme of VBS is Rolling River Rampage. It is just a
natural connection to talk about the many people in the world who
don’t have access to adequate clean water and how that affects their
health, food production and the time they have to go to school, work, or
care for a family. The entire congregation is invited to consider what it
means to have safe water readily available and give so that wells can
be drilled and irrigation pumps can be bought. We hope to raise at
least $300 for this cause. Your gifts toward this mission will greatly help
us and encourage the children to help families in Jesus’ name.
Many, many THANK YOU'S to everyone who helped in any way for
VBS. It would not have been a success without you.
Thank you again,
Sally Johnson
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Church
Ministry
Opportunities
Offer the first impression and first
connection that a long-time attendee or visitor has with us.
Please see Jo Furhoff or Shirley
Neff to be a greeter.

Worship Messages
If you were unable to attend worship,
and would like to listen to a recorded CD
of the week’s service, please contact
Cindy Scooros to request a copy.
Ushers:

July 2018 Greeters Schedule:

07/01
07/08
07/15
07/22
07/29

-

Anna Truman, Ethyl Palmer & Penny Harvey
Bob & Kathy Ries
Phil & Shari Wesche
Bob & Bev Hale
Shirley Neff & Jo Furhoff

We need 4 people each
Sunday to help take the
offering.
If you are interested, please see the “Usher”
sign-up sheet on the bulletin board.

Liturgists
They guide us in the liturgy, which literally means “the work of the people.”
We participate in prayers as a community of faith.
Please contact Sue Harrison with questions or to become a Liturgist.
Coffee Fellowship Hosts
We provide a place of touching base and keeping
connected with each other as the Body of Christ.
If you would like to assist with this ministry please
contact Pastor Bill.

Nursery caregivers care for the youngest among
us, nurturing their relationship with the church
from the very beginning. Both adults and teenagers can be volunteers.
Please contact Sally Johnson with questions.

Audio-visual & sound equipment:
Our media ministry is an essential part of our church. The use of media and technology plays an important role in communicating the gospel in a dynamic way.
Our “media team” looks at all things media-related. This would include, but not be
limited to, our website, our Facebook page, our audio-visual equipment, and our
Sunday morning worship service. See Tim Scott for more information.
"Techies" Needed: We are expanding our Sunday morning media team to operate our sound
and screen programs during worship. If interested, please contact Pastor Bill, or a member of the
Lay Leadership Committee: Shari Wesche, Stephanie Tabor, Keith Caldwell. Our goal is for Team
members to serve one time per month.
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Cedar Springs Community
Food Pantry Report
Clients May 01 thru May 31, 2018
Families Served
Adults Served
Children Served

Feeding America, West Michigan Food Bank
Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry can buy food
from Feeding America for 12, 13, 16 cents per pound!
If you wish to send a donation directly to them at:

63
121
47

Food Purchased
Meijer Gift Cards Used
Food Pantry Balance:

Feeding America
West Michigan Food Bank
864 West River Center Dr. NE
Comstock Park MI 49321-8955

$ 1,417.33
$ 2,666.17
$ 7,747.18

ADD:
CSUMC Community Food Pantry Number 01290
so your gift can be applied to our account.
Thank you for your support.

Please send your special messages and “Thank You” notes to the Church Office if you would like them
in the Chimes Newsletter. You can drop off or email to: office@cedarspringsumc.org
We also welcome photos that we might be able to share! Send photos of Church events to the above
email with Subject Line: “Church Photos”. Please include a brief note about the event/photo and we
may use it in the newsletter.

The Dr. and Mrs.
Teusink Loan was
established to help
students pay for educational costs.

What kids need most.

Too many students stand just one
close adult relationship away from
thriving in school and in life. This
gap hinders education; loneliness
Yet every
Loan funds are available to stu- obstructs learning.
dents connected to our church church’s most abundant resource
family. More information and ap- is people.
plications are available in the Kids’ Hope provides structure, training, support,
church office.
and resources designed for use in public
schools by churches to give kids what they
PLEASE RECYCLE DEVOTIONALS:
need most : hope and love from a mentor.
Please remember to recycle your Together, we can make a life-long difference. In
used devotional materials (The Up- every school, in every community; one young
heart at a time.
per Room, Our Daily Bread, etc.) in

CSUMC will begin its ninth year in partnership
with the Cedar Springs Public Schools during
side the sanctuary. They are sent to
the 2018-2019 school year. Please give prayerLove Packages, an organization that
ful thought to joining us as a mentor. You will be
ships them to areas in need of Bible blessed as much as the children.
the container under

the table out-

teaching materials.
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2018 UMW Officers
President: Mari Anne Jones
All women of the church are welcome
Vice President: Shari Wesche
to come to the meetings and help with
Treasurer: Betty VanderWal
our events. It’s a wonderful time for
Secretary: Bonnie Hitchingham
fellowship and supporting our misDevotions and Interpretation: Joyce Hansen
sions.
Love and Stitches: Kathy Makowski
Book club: Connie Kidder
Nominations: TBD
2018 Meeting Schedule – 10AM in the church Library/Parlor:
July 14th
September 15th
November 17th –Reminder: we will install our 2019 board at this meeting

UMW Sunday Recap:
June 3rd – What a great service! We were blessed to be able to share what we do as UMW and hear a great message from Jolene DeHeer. Thank you to everyone for their great support of the UMW.
Upcoming Events
Back to School/Summer Church Rummage Sale: August 16, 2018 – This one will be put on by the church as
a fundraiser with Teresa T, Nancy K and Mari Anne taking the lead. More details included in this newsletter.
Red Flannel Day Bake Sale:
Advent Event:
th
October 6 9AM to ? in the
TBD
Fellowship Hall (first Saturday in October)
“We demonstrate the love of Christ by being brothers united in fellowship, good
works, recreation, and encouragement. By supporting one another, and motivating
one another to develop stronger Christian character as iron sharpens iron."
Please watch the church bulletin for information on upcoming meetings and events.
All men are welcome to attend.

Friday, July 13 Meeting - @ 9:00 a.m. in church Parlor
"Roadside Clean-up - Volunteers Needed!: We will be doing the next roadside clean-up on Friday, July 13 at 10:00 a.m.
Volunteers will meet behind Huck’s store on corner of Algoma & 17 Mile. Clean up takes about 1 ½ hours. Contact Tom
Palmer for information – this is open to all church members & friends.

Sharing Our Commissions - Keith Caldwell CLM
Who is my friend? Who is my neighbor? They say that with the use of modern technology the
world is our neighbor, but do we know the person next door? If you draw a diamond on a map extending from Sand Lake UMC to East Nelson UMC, to Rockford UMC, to Sparta UMC and back to
Sand Lake, within that diamond are 25,604 people. What do we know about these people? Do we
know what kind of people they are? Do they live in a mansion or small home? Drive a sports car or
a pickup truck? Listen to Beethoven or bluegrass? Is their favorite sport cricket or football? Would
they rather watch a tennis match or a baseball game? Yes, the list goes on and on. Christ commanded us to take his word to every corner of the earth, but even 26 thousand are a lot of people to
know. We might do better if we just went to the 3,651 in Cedar Springs. Or how about if we just
know the people within 2 houses in each direction of ours and share Christ with them. The fact is,
after we have gone to a specific church for 10 or more years we find 90% of our friends are within
the walls of our church. What can we do to tear these walls down and let our love spill out into the
streets? Imagine a church without walls. One where we really do take the Body and Blood of our
Savior out into the world.
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Financial—YTD Totals: January 1—May 31, 2018

YTD General Giving:
YTD General Expenses:

$68,624.87
$41,469.11

Finance Meetings:
We are now meeting on the 3rd Monday of each month for the rest of 2018: July 23, August 20,
September 17, October 15, November19 & December 17.

CSUMC Summer Sale
Thursday, August 16, 9-6, Friday, August 17, 9-6
Saturday, August 18, 9-2
This will be a new experience for our Sales. This sale will be a church fundraiser. We
will be open on Thursday, Friday & Saturday/ The bag sale will begin on Friday with bags of clothing/linens
priced $3.00 per bag AND buy 2 bags get 1 free. Friday will be $1.00 per bag for clothes/linens plus 1/2 off
everything else.
We will need lots of help setting up and working the sale as well as cleaning up! Sign-up sheets will be available
the middle of July.
Please feel free to bring your items in and place them on the porch! If you place them on the right side of the
porch, we will come in and stack them up as neatly as we can. Reminder: We are no longer accepting the tv's/pc
monitors with the large backs on them. We are no longer able to donate them if they do not sell and need to pay
disposal fees to take care of them.
Thank you, your Sale Team: MariAnne Jones, Nancy Kidder & Teresa Tibbe

Recently immigration issues are critical in many ways. It is good that children are no longer going to be separated
from their parents when they are seeking asylum. Unfortunately, there are more than 2000 children who have
been taken and are being held in many different places in the country. It is important to continue to ask that
these families be reunited as soon as possible. It is most important that we let our legislators know the urgency
we feel that this issue be resolved.
You may contact our Senators and Representative in this way:
Senator Debbie Stabenow, www.stabenow.senate.gov/contact/email
Or (202) 224-4822 Or 731 Hart Senate Office Bldg, Washington, D.C. 20510-2204
Senator Gary Peters, www.peters.senate.gov/contact/email-gary
Or (202) 224-6221 Or Hart Senate Office Bldg. Suite 724, Washington, D.C., 20510
Representative Justin Amash, http://amash.house.gov
Or (616) 451-8383 Or 114 Cannon HOB, Washington , D.C., 20515
The Love & Stitches group:
The Love & Stitches group meets once weekly, September through May, on
Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. in the church parlor/library. From June through August
we meet at noon on the second Tuesday for lunch at the Cedar Café. This
month’s lunch will be July 10. We are a welcoming group; join us if you can.
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Birthdays
Ruth DeYoung
Alec Falicki
Leon Avery
Doug Ruth
Timothy Scott
Ralph Young
Dawn Hughey
Mari Jones
Kerri Mayo
Dawn Hall
Helene Caldwell
Thomas Decker
Dan Nielsen
Robin Jean Kribbet
George DeYoung
Gloria Gebhardt
Mike Price

1
4
5
8
10
11
15
15
15
17
18
18
22
23
30
30
30

Michigan Conference – The Last and the First!
A half century of making disciples and transforming the
world came home to the Grand Traverse Resort in Acme,
Michigan, where the 2018 Michigan Conference was in
session May 31-June 3.
An opening video on May 31 celebrated 49 years of United Methodists in the Detroit and West Michigan conferences making disciples and transforming the world in the
state. The theme for the 2018 Annual Conference,
“ENGAGE With”, was lived out in times of worship, learning, decision-making, celebration, giving and dedication.
Nine TOM Talks (Transformational Outreach Ministries)
offered presentations from 20 individuals on engagement
with communities, schools, the poor, the struggling, Hispanic/Latino neighbors, youth, the world, refugees and the
church.
Bishop Bard spent two hours after the 10:30 pm close of
legislation on Saturday evening engaging interested people in a Question and Answer around the Commission on
A Way Forward and the 2019 General Conference. Resolutions passed by the Michigan Annual Conference included two that spoke to LBGTQI inclusion, with conference
members remembering words of John Wesley who argued that diversity provides opportunity for us to grow in
holiness. Other resolutions: 1) call for support of the Poor
People’s Campaign with prayer and witness; 2) call for
Michigan legislators to advocate for a state ban on private
ownership of AR-15s; 3) call for Michigan legislators to
support 17-year-olds to be considered juveniles in criminal
court; 4) call for U.S. Senators to end U.S. military support
of the Saudi coalition for war on Yemen. Ministry was celebrated with the ordination of five elders and three deacons and the commissioning of nine elders; average age
35 years. Twenty-nine clergy retired. While the Michigan
Conference is not a legal entity until January 2019, United
Methodists will begin functioning as a new conference on
July 1, 2018.

Anniversaries
July
July
July
July
July
July
July

1
6
8
10
15
15
29

Tim & Jennifer August
Clare & Connie Kidder
Tom & Nancy Noreen
Phil & Sue Harrison
Jackie & Micki Harvey
Ed & Rosalind McIntyre
Dan & Sondra Nielsen

If we have missed your
Birthday or Anniversary,
please let the office know.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Weekly

Weekly

Weekly

Weekly

Weekly

Weekly

Weekly

9am-Adult Bible
Study in parlor

6:30pm-Grief
Share in parlor

10am-Women’s
Bible Study in
parlor

1pmCounseling in
Quiet Room

Office closed

5

6

7

12

13

14

10:15am-Worship 1pmw/Children’s
Counseling in
Church
Quiet Room

11:30am-Coffee
& Fellowship
Worship
1
Communion
Sunday

2

3

Bible Study @
Brewery-7pm

4
Happy
Independence
Day!
Office Closed

8

9

10

11

Outreach/
Women’s
Evangelism Mtg.- club—9am
12pm

Care Counseling
Team Mtg5:15pm

Community
Players-1pm

Men’s Group
Mtg –9am

Community
Players –9am

Green Acres
Worship-3pm

Lay Leadership
Mtg.-6pm

Worship Design
Team-7pm

Roadside
Cleanup-10am

UMW mtg10am

Trustee Mtg-7pm
15

16

17

**Chimes Articles Bible Study @
Due Today!**
Brewery-7pm

Blood Drive-12pm

22

24

23

18

19

20

21

25

26

27

28

Community
Players-1pm
SPRC-6pm
Council-7pm
29

30

31

Bible Study @
Brewery-7pm

Community
Players-1pm
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OUR VISION AT CEDAR SPRINGS UMC:
We share the love and hope of Jesus Christ...







by inviting people of all ages to participate with
openness and sincerity
by worshipping through music and fellowship
by studying God's Word together
by praying and caring for each other
by serving each other, our community, and
our world
by giving of our time, talent, gifts, and resources

July 2018

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church

Pastor
Bill Johnson
bjinside@gmail.com
(616) 366-2421

Church Office
Phone: 616-696-1140
Fax: 616-696-2582

Pastor Office Hours
Tues. & Wed.

Ministry Assistant
Jennifer August
office@cedarspringsumc.org
Church Office Hours
Mon.-Thurs.
9:00a.m. to 1:00p.m.

140 S. Main St., PO Box K
Cedar Springs MI 49319
Worship Schedule
Sunday Worship Service
at 10:15 a.m.

Website & Email
Wednesdays:
www.cedarspringsumc.org
office@cedarspringsumc..com 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education
(Ages: 2yrs-High School)
With a 6:00pm dinner
Chimes Newsletter Articles:
Send information to
office e-mail Subject line
“Chimes”
by the 15th of each month.

Supervised Nursery Care
Activity Bags & Books Available
for services

Find us on Facebook: Cedar Springs United Methodist Church

Chimes
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