
 

  

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 
We Share the Love and Hope 

of Jesus Christ.  
 

A Trace of Paradise 
I know Iôm pushing it, talking about baseball all the time. So, I beg forgiveness and keep on with it 
for the few months of the year when the game takes center stage in my life. If you tire of reading 
and hearing the references to Americaôs Pastime (true believer, here), then just turn the page and 
enjoy the wealth of great articles shared by our people, assembled by all-star Ministry Assistant 
Jennifer. The happenings recorded in this monthôs issue knock it out of the park.  (Sorry). 
Anyway, conservative columnist George Will, in his book Men at Work: The Craft of Baseball, 
quotes the late A. Bartlett Giamatti, President of Yale University until he got promoted to Commis-
sioner of Major League Baseball. (Yeah, I said ñpromotedò). 
He says Giamatti was fond of saying that the root of the word paradise is an ancient Persian word 
meaning ñenclosed park or green.ò Ballparks exist, Giamatti says, ñbecause there is in humanity óa 
vestigial memory of an enclosed green space as a place of freedom or play.ôò  
Vestigial is a word that literature elites might use instead of the word ñtraceò.  
So, Giamatti would have us believe that all of us dream of our beginnings in the Garden of Eden, a 
poetic place where we had nothing to do except play until man and woman deceived God and 
each other, and were banished from the first enclosed green space. Since we canôt have paradise, 
we build ballparks and play baseball in memory of it. Makes perfect sense to me. As Annie says in 
Bull Durham, ñItôs a spiritual game.ò  
In addition to being baseball season, it is of course the Season After Pentecost in the Christian cal-
endar. And Pentecost is the day we celebrate the return of Godôs Spirit, filling the first Christians 
with power to transform their world. So, if you donôt care for baseball, you can at least celebrate the 
idea that God is continuing to pour out the Holy Spirit in order that we may transform the world. Not 
a bad thing to do in any season.  
To celebrate the Season After Pentecost is to look back on perfection, when differences of nation-
ality and language evaporated, and all who were gathered there in one place saw paradise again. 
Luke says it was a tsunami of wind and fire sweeping through the place.  And just as Jesus had 
promised, the Spirit empowered them, freed them to be everything that God wants the Church to 
be.  
Think of it as a way of life that is empowered ï a way that enables the Church to be in mission. As 
we are filled full of Godôs Spirit, the Church becomes an instrument in Godôs hands, making disci-
ples and transforming the world.  
Does the world need to be transformed? For United Methodists, that question has been answered. 
United Methodists declare, ñWe will make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world.ò  
Transformation comes slowly, and for humans it is not easy. But with God, all things are possible, 
and so even when times seem dark and paradise seems lost, we continue to look for the places 
where God is at work transforming the world. Will we ever return to paradise on 
earth? Thatôs not for us to say.  
Our call is to receive Godôs gift of the Holy Spirit, offer ourselves as instruments 
in Godôs hands, and wait for the Spirit to tell us how to live with power not of our 
own doing, but Godôs. 
While weôre waiting, we can dream of the day when that enclosed green space is 
not a trace of a memory, but the kingdom of God on earth.  

         Bill 

July  
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Prayer is the primary work of Godôs people.  
It is a vital connection to God where we can hear from,  
listen to, and respond to God.  
We encourage you to pray as part of being a healthy disciple.  
 

Here are some folks you can pray for this weeké 
 

Names will remain on the prayer list for one month unless specified otherwise on the prayer card.  Thank you. 

 
Members and Friends in Care Facilities:   Missionaries: Robert & Shirley Amundsen, Thousandsticks, KY 
Metron of Cedar Springs:  Rose Hunter, Lois Larson  Kids Hope USA:  Mentors, Prayer Partners, and Students 
The Sanctuary at St. Maryôs:  Helen Tibbe 
 

In Our Countryõs Service: 

 

Members Friends   

Kerri Mayo Rick Schaefer-Space Tim Price 

Ethel Palmer Curt & Valerie Gates Randy Truman 

Leon & Janet Avery Sue Norton Mel Zimmerman 

Shirley Neff Susie Leal Chloe Mason 

Greg & Sally Johnson Myranda (no last name given) Dale Waller 

Darcey Raymond Family of Chance Cooper Dawn Pell 

Jerry & Lois Collis Terry Bacon Ed Johnson 

Bud & Helen Gambee Roger & Denice Belknap   

Fred & Carollee Gunnell Family of Jenny Byle   

Helen Tibbe Evelyn Veltkamp   

Albert Abel Terry Bacon   

John & Joyce Hansen Laar Helenius   

Soonja Koole Jeannette Mansfield   

Jordan Ackerman Elisabeth Bullen Aaron Burnside 

Kenny Neville Waylon Carlson Jake Merritt 

Nick Segard Tyler Hinton Mitchell Phillips 

Jenny Jo Collin David Segard, III   

James & Jackie Finley-Champion   

Russell & Janet (Noreen) Scott,  Evelyn & Noah Peter & Mikelle Noreen 

Ben & Sarah (Noreen) Smith, Kate   
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Next Blood Drive @ Cedar Springs UMC:  
Tuesday, July 17 starting @ 12:30 p.m. 

Join in celebration of the birth of Katherine (Kate) Elizabeth Smith.  She was 

born 06/11/18 weighing in at 7lb. 7oz. and 19ò long.  Parents are Ben & Sarah 

(Noreen) Smith, grandparents are Tom & Nancy Noreen and great-

grandmother is Marjorie Clark.  Congratulations to your family on this wonderful 

new addition. 

 
 

A big thank you for all the support from my church family--prayers, 
cards,  food, transportation and Pastor Bill's calls and visits.  It was all 
greatly appreciated.  Thank you!  
      Shirley Neff 
 
 
 
Dear Church Family, 
 

What a wonderful retirement gathering. Thank you for your zestful singing, to Pastor Bill for his 
kind words of appreciation and asking me to help serve communion. Receiving communion and 
serving communion is very meaningful to me and gives me a sense of peace. 
 

A very big THANK YOU for all the cards and wonderful love gift I received from all of you (my 
church family). It was a great surprise. For those who were able to stay tor the potluck, Rose 
Kempf for her fine presentation, the cake, plant, certificate, my family and anything else I may 
have missed.  I am not leaving ï I will see you at church. 
 

With a heart full of gratitude and thanks for knowing you and being your organist all  
of these years.  With Love and humility, 
        Janet Avery 
 
 

 
   Sympathy to Bill and Mary Yuncker on the loss of  
   Billôs mother, Louise Yuncker.   
 
   Please keep their family in your prayers. 

Remember, during the summer months the need for blood skyrockets!  So if you can donate, 
please do soéand bring a friend; we need you both! 

 
Every individual donation can save up to three separate lives! 
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Are you checking the colored graphs on the bulletin boards which 
give a quick snapshot of our mission giving?  All of your designated 
gifts for missions are reflected here.   
 

Update from Africa University which is supported through our minis-
try shares: 616 students from 21 countries graduated recently.  Their 
speaker, an executive from Boeing, challenged them to become exemplary leaders.  He also gave 
$130,000 to support a permanent scholarship for women studying education. 
 

We sent 129 Little Dresses for Africa.  Several women of the church sewed them.  Others gave fab-
ric and the United Methodist Women paid to send them. 
 

Special missions for July 2018 are: 

 

July 1 and 8---Community Food Pantry for personal care items.  You may bring items such as 
toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, conditioner or bar soap, or you may give money so these can be 
purchased.  Simply Give funds cannot be used for these products.  Personal care is very important 
to the dignity of the Pantry clients.  Please continue your generous support. 
 

July 15---United Methodist Camps--Maintaining the physical features of our camps is important 
for continuing the experiences many have in these settings.  Time spent at camp leads many to a 
fuller understanding of what being a disciple is and can be.  Many adults point to their church camp 
time as significant in their Christian beliefs and actions today. 
 

Pray for the safety and witness of our Mission Team working with Habitat for Humanity in the Upper 
Peninsula this week. 
 

July 22 and 29---School bag supplies--This past May we sent 216 bags.  We hope to send at 
least that many in 2019.  Now is the time--during the Back To School sales-- to make the dollars 
stretch.  Each bag requires 3 spiral notebooks, 1 package of loose leaf notebook paper, 1 box of 24 
crayons, 1 pair of blunt tip, metal scissors, a 12-inch ruler, 6 unsharpened pencils, 1 pencil sharpen-
er and 1 large (2ò) eraser. There will be tubs on each level of the church to collect the items or you 
may leave them in the church office.  If you choose to give money, designate that it is for school 
bag supplies. 
 

One more thing--Do you or your neighbors have extra garden goodies?  The Food Pantry would 
welcome these to share with the families they serve. 
 

The next Mission Team meeting is scheduled for 11:30 am on July 17 in the Parlor/Library. 

Celebrating Our Missions Giving  
 
Congratulations are in order for the outstanding generosity toward our mission giving in the first half 
of 2018. In addition to our first Ministry Shares payment of $651.00.   We have gone the second 
mile with sending special offerings totaling $4598.01.  Mission giving and Ministry Shares payments 
will be sent monthly to the Conference Treasurer's Office for the reminder of 2018, so they can be 
distributed directly to the missions we support.  
      Stephanie Tabor, Finance Chair 



 

5 

 
Mission Trip 

 
  

You can still support the Habitat for Humanity 
Mission Trip through our Buy-a-Stud fundrais-
er.  For $10.00, you can buy an 8-ft stud and 
personalize it.  Over the years, we have incor-
porated these studs into a number of the 
homes we have worked on.  (See pictures). 
 

For more information on this event or the Habi-
tat trip, please contact me at:  (616) 696-5186 
or   tomnoreen@aol.com.  
      
   Blessings,  
    Tom Noreen 

   

Please check out our website, stop by the office or browse the bulletin boards for  
minutes from the meetings of  various Committees and Groups serving CSUMC.   

2018 Summer Vacation Bible School  (VBS) 
 
Another fun summer of VBS has just ended 
and what a great turnout!  With over twenty 
children attending this year, all the fun things to 
do kept them busy and active. 

 
Our VBS Mission Offering this year: 

Clean Water--The theme of VBS is Rolling River Rampage. It is just a 

natural connection to talk aboutthe many people in the world who 

donôt have access to adequate clean water and how thataffects their 

health, food production and the time they have to go to school, work, or 

care for afamily. The entire congregation is invited to consider what it 

means to have safe water readilyavailable and give so that wells can 

be drilled and irrigation pumps can be bought. We hope toraise at 

least $300 for this cause. Your gifts toward this mission will greatly help 

us and encourage thechildren to help families in Jesusô name. 

Many, many THANK YOU'S  to everyone who helped in any way for 
VBS.  It would not have been a success without you.    
     Thank you again,  
       Sally Johnson 


