
 

  

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 
We Share the Love and Hope 

of Jesus Christ.  
 

 

Practice Doesnôt Make Perfect (but itôs still a good idea!) 
 

In his new book, Coach Wooden and Me: Our 50-Year Friendship On and Off the Court, 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar describes the practice regimen that Coach John Wooden applied day in and 
day out as he ran his UCLA basketball troops through their workouts. The grueling pace and the 
constant movement meant they would always be in great shape. ñHe pummeled us with prepared-
ness to the point that we always felt confident when we faced an opponent that we were prepared 
for anything they could throw at us.ò  

 
And then, with the subtly of an avalanche, Abdul-Jabar writes a marvelous understatement: 

ñPractice did not make us perfect. We did lose two games during my four years there.ò Two losses. 
Four Years. Eighty-eight games at the highest level of college basketball. Not too shabby. Practice, 
while it may not make us perfect, sure beats little or no practice. 

 
Christians know that practice paves the way for living as disciples of Jesus. As individuals, 

we concentrate on prayer, fasting, giving, serving, meditation, scripture study and worship as ex-
amples of the historic disciplines that help us connect with God and Godôs purpose for us. But did 
you know that there are also some practices that churches can develop as habits, that strengthen 
local churches as we seek to become the hands and feet of Jesus in the world? 

 
In his landmark book, Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations, United Methodist Bishop 

Robert Schnase describes a core process by which he believes God uses congregations to make 
disciples. After studying hundreds of churches, he has found that these practices are consistently 
present in churches that are thriving as effective mission outposts in their communities. They are: 

Radical hospitality 
Passionate worship 
Intentional faith development 
Risk-taking mission and service 
Extravagant generosity 

 
During the season of Lent, our congregation will be centering our worship on these five 

practices, asking ourselves how Cedar Springs United Methodists can become 
more fruitful as Godôs people. Wonôt you plan be in worship to find out how we 
might bear fruit that will lead others to Jesus Christ?  See you in church! 

 

Bill  
 

Contact Information for Pastor:     Phone: (616) 366-2421        Email:  bjinside@gmail.com 

February 2018 
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Sharing Our Commissions -  Keith Caldwell CLM  
 

Isaiah prophesied of a Messiah that would be Emmanuel, John came to make the way straight, Je-
sus found Peter, and Nathanael was introduced to Christ by Philip. This is the story of Albert 
McMakin and his young friend Billy.   
ñBilly had been baptized and confirmed. He went to church each week, his family had Bible reading 
and prayer together, and he was vice president of the youth group at his church. But his real inter-
ests lay elsewhere. He hoped one day to play professional baseball. 
That September, when an evangelist named Mordecai Ham came to Charlotte to preach at what 
would become an 11-week crusade, Billy wanted no part of it. After a few weeks, however, he became 
curious. Ham was known for pointing out sin in the communities where he preached, and he 
claimed to have affidavits stating that students at one of Charlotteôs high schools were involved in 
immoral behavior at a house across the street from the school. Rumors then spread that students 
would protest at Hamôs meetings. 
These developments piqued Billyôs interest. And then a friend named Albert McMakin said, ñWhy 
donôt you come out and hear our fighting preacher?ò Billy liked the idea of a fighter. The deal was 
clinched when McMakin offered to let Billy drive his dairy truck to the meetings.  
After one service, Billy was hooked. He attended night after night, dutifully taking notes as Ham 
preachedðand becoming increasingly convicted that he was a sinner who did not know Jesus 
Christ. He began to realize that neither his baptism and confirmation nor his church attendance 
would save him.ò (From billygraham.org ). 

There are several versions of the Albert McMakin story, yet all of these stories are the same, one per-
son told one person about Jesus and millions of lives were changed. Wow, awesome! We do not 
have to transform the world by ourselves.  Telling one person may be all that is needed. 
 
With Christ as Our Shield.  

Pastor Bill will be away starting 01/28/18, until Wednesday, 02/07, for a vacation that was   
pre-arranged. In his absence, Pastor Inge Whittemore, East Nelson UMC pastor, will be on call for 
emergency pastoral matters. She can be reached at 616-443-8296.  
 
Sunday 02/04/18, we will welcome Rev. Craig Adams to worship with us. Pastor Craig served 
United Methodist Churches at Wolf Lake, Ganges, Saugatuck, Horton Bay, Ionia Zion, Weidman, 
Carlisle, Mt. Pleasant Trinity, Mt. Pleasant Countryside and Leaton. He regularly preaches for broth-
er and sister clergy in West Michigan.  
 
Pastor Email: Pastor Bill will be using his personal email address, bjinside@gmail.com for 
church email effective immediately.  Please send future correspondance to this address. Thank 
you! 

Begin your journey through Lent 
 

Ash Wednesday  
7:00pm February 14, 2018 
East Nelson Church  
9024 18 Mile Rd 

Cedar Springs MI 49319 
Sing / Pray / Hear / Experience   
Begin your walk to Calvary. 

mailto:bjinside@gmail.com
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Ushers: 
We need 4 people each Sunday to help take the offering.  If you are interested please see  
the  ñUsherò sign-up sheet on the bulletin board. 
Greeters: 
Offer the first impression and first connection that a long-time attendee or visitor has  
with us.   Please see Jo Furhoff or Shirley Neff to be a greeter. 
 

February 2018 Greeters Schedule: 

02/04 - Gerry Collis  02/11-Roy & Marge Covell  02/18-Marnie Swan & Audrey Cavner 
02/25-Nancy Buck 

Audio-visual & sound equipment:  
Our media ministry is an essential part of our church. The use of media and technology 
plays an important role in communicating the gospel in a dynamic way.  
Our ñmedia teamò looks at all things media-related. This would include, but not be limited to, 
our website, our Facebook page, our audio-visual equipment, and our Sunday morning wor-
ship service.  See Tim Scott for more information.   

Liturgists  
guide us in the liturgy,  which  literally means  
ñthe work of the people.ò  We participate in prayers as a community of faith.    
Please contact Sue Harrison with questions or to become a Liturgist. 

 
 
 

Nursery caregivers care for the youngest among us, nurturing their relationship with the church  from the 
very beginning.  Please contact Sally Johnson with questions. 

Coffee fellowship  hosts  
We provide a place of  touching base and keeping connected with each other as the Body  
of Christ.  Please contact Carolyn Davis with questions or to sign up. 

Sunday Worship Lenten Series:  
 

February 18: òRadical Hospitality: Whatever it Takesó  
God uses guests to breathe new life into congregations 
Scripture: Matthew 22:1-10 
 

February 25: òPassionate Worship: Happy Are Thoseó  
Passionate worship means being eager to offer our best, and connect others to God.  
Scripture: Psalm 84 
 

March 4: òIntentional Faith Development: Day By Dayó  
Intentional faith development means maturing in community with others.    Scripture Text: Acts 2:42-47 
 

March 11: òRisk-taking Mission and Service: Lose Yourselfó.    Scripture: Luke 9: 23-27 
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Prayer is the primary work of Godõs people. It is a vital connection to God where we can hear from,  
listen to, and respond to God. We encourage you to pray as part of being a healthy disciple.  
Here are some folks you can pray for this weeké 
 

Members and Friends in Care Facilities: 
Metron of Cedar Springs:  Rose Hunter, Lois Larson 
The Sanctuary at St. Maryõs:  Helen Tibbe 
 
Homebound:  Barb Rowland

 
 
Missionaries: Robert & Shirley Amundsen, Thousandsticks, KY 
Kids Hope USA:  Mentors, Prayer Partners, and Students 
In Our Countryõs Service: 

 
Names will remain on the prayer list for one month unless specified otherwise on the prayer card.   

 
 
 

 

Members Friends   

Darcey Raymond Fred Behziz & family Mary Smith 

Tim & Dorothy Scott & family Kathy Raudenbush Lawrence Reyburn 

Ann Scott & family Sally Grayvold & family Dale Waller 

Christian Covell Dave Hammacher Chloe Mason 

Fred & Carollee Gunnell Pam Benedict Lori Ostrom 

Helen Tibbe Cookie Jones & family Lyn Berkompas 

Jackie & Madaline Harvey Tarek Nasser Ed Johnson 

Jerry & Lois Collis Ken Wesche Mallory Johnson 

Albert Abel Mike Reed Nancy Gerlich 

John & Joyce Hansen Ron Wesche Tim Price 

Soonja Koole Barbara Mickam & family Mel Zimmerman 

Bud & Helen Gambee Family of Brison Ricker Randy Truman 

Greg & Sally Johnson Family of Elayna Durso Kathy Morris 

      

Jordan Ackerman Elisabeth Bullen   

Kenny Neville Wayne Carlson Jake Merritt 

Nick Segard Tyler Hinton Mitchell Phillips 

Jenny Jo Collin David Segard, III Aaron Burnside 

James & Jackie Finley-Champion   

Ben & Sarah (Noreen) Smith   

Russell & Janet (Noreen) Scott,  Evelyn & Noah   

Peter & Mikelle Noreen   
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Ralph & Karen Young  -  on the passing of Karenõs brother- in- law. 

 

Phil & Sue Harrison -   on the passing of Sueõs brother- in- law, Lou Grayvold. 

 

Fred Behziz & family  -  on the passing of Fredõs wife, Mary Anne Sawrey. 

 

Please keep all of these families in your payers. 

Please send your special messages  and òThank Youó notes to the Church Office if you would like them 
in the Chimes Newsletter.  You can drop off or email to:   office@cedarspringsumc.org 
We also welcome photos that we might be able to share!  Send photos of Church events to the above 
email with Subject Line:  òChurch Photosó.  Please include a brief note about the event/photo and we 
may use it in the newsletter. 

Dear CSUMC family, 
Thank you so much for the Christmas Love gift.  It is greatly appreciated.  I treasure your friend-
ship, kindness and generosity given to me throughout the years.  Janet Avery 

Thank you, dear church family, for all you did as we celebrated Jimôs life.  Thank you for the prayers 
offered up, the visits made, the food prepared and served, the music played and the words, cards 
and hugs of condolence, the preparation of the building and the operation of the sound and video 
systems.  Thank you Pastor Bill and Pastor Mary for leading us in our time of recognition of Jimôs 
faith and life.  The prayers and support you have offered in the past years are also appreciated 
more than you can know. Just as it takes a village to raise a child, that support is most helpful when 
one has to part with one dearly loved.  May you continue to bless each other in the days ahead and 
through any trying times that will come. 
The Family of Jim Scott 

Thank you to our wonderful Church family for doing Dad, Jim Scott's, service, and to the ladies who 
did the luncheon afterwards. Our family loves and appreciates all the help you have been through it 
all.  Thank you, Tim and Dorothy Scott and family 

PLEASE RECYCLE DEVOTIONALS:   
Please remember to recycle your used devotional materials (The Upper Room, Our Daily Bread, etc.) 
in the container under  the table outside the sanctuary.  They are sent to Love Packages, an organi-
zation that ships them to areas in need of Bible teaching materials. Thank you! 

Worship Messages 
If you were unable to attend worship, and would  like to listen to a recorded CD  

of the weekôs service, please contact  Cindy Scooros to request a copy.   
Thanks to Cindy and Mark Scooros for their leadership in this ministry!   
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Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry Report 
 

Clients January 1 thru January 28, 2018 
 

  

 Families Served                 56    
 Adults Served               105 
 Children Served         53  
 Food Purchased        $      718.31 
 Meijer Gift Cards Used     $    3622.11 
 Food Pantry Balance:      $ 12,941.00 

Feeding America,  
West Michigan Food Bank  
 

Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry can 
buy food from Feeding America for 12, 13, 16 
cents per pound!    
If you wish to send a donation directly to them, 
the address is: 
 

Feeding America 
West Michigan Food Bank  
864 West River Center Dr. NE 
Comstock Park MI 49321-8955 
 
ADD: 
CSUMC Community Food Pantry  Number 
01290 so your gift can be applied to our ac-
count. 
 
Thank you for your support. 

 

Food Pantry Thank You! 
 
Thank you to Danielle & Lizzie August 
for packing all of Januaryôs special 
ñMeal-In-A-Bagò tuna noodle casserole 
dinners.   
 

These meal bags are given to clients each month 
when they come to our food pantry.   
 

We appreciate the time and work you put into helping 
make the food pantry a great resource for local fami-
lies. 

Next Blood Drive  
@  

Cedar Springs UMC:  
Tuesday, February 20  

    Free  
   Health Checks 
  
 
Mark the following dates on your calendar! 

03/25 & 04/22 
 
Health checks will located downstairs in 
the church. 
Thank you Valerie Drier for providing this 
service to our church family! 

 
 Every Sunday Morning at 9:00 in the parlor.  
 
This series follows "The Luminous Mysteries of our Lord".   
 

"The Baptism in the Jordan"  Matthew 3:13-17 
"The Wedding at Cana" John 2:1-12 
"The Proclamation of the Kingdom"   Matthew 4:17-5-16 
"The Transfiguration" Luke 9:28 -36 
"The Institution of the Communion (Eucharist)" 1 Corinthians 11:23 -29 Matthew 26:26 -30 
 
Although these studies present "The Luminous Mysteries of our Lord", each is independent  
and participant are not required to come to each class.  
No books are required, Scripture is furnished or use your own Bible. 
The institution of Communion presents an understanding of Communion that is helpful in serving.  
Tom Noreen and I will be teaching.   Blessings, Keith Caldwell 
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ñWe demonstrate the love of Christ by  
being brothers united in fellowship,   

good works,  recreation, and encouragement.  
By supporting one another, and motivating one  

another to develop stronger Christian  
character as iron sharpens iron." 

 
Please watch the church bulletin for information on  

upcoming meetings and events.  
All men are welcome to attend. 

No February 2018 Meeting 

Please join us in celebrating 
Scout Sunday at our 10:15 
a.m. Service on February 4, 
2018. 
 

It is a privilege for Cedar 

Springs UMC to hold the 

Charter for Cub Scout Pack 

3220, to offer our building for their use as these 

young people mature through the outstanding 

contributions of scouting.  We also thank them for 

providing cookies for our fellowship time 02/04. 

Remember to say thanks to the Cub Scouts and 

their leaders today!  

2018 UMW Officers 
 
President:  Mari Anne Jones 
Vice President:  Shari Wesche 
Treasurer:  Betty VanderWal 
Secretary:  Bonnie Hitchingham 
Devotions and Interpretation:  Joyce Hansen 
Love and Stitches:  Kathy Makowski 
Book club:   Connie Kidder 
Nominations:  TBD 
 
All women of the church are welcome to come to the meetings and help with our events.  Itôs a won-
derful time for fellowship and supporting our missions.   
 
Upcoming meeting and event schedule: 
 
2018 Meeting Schedule ï 10AM in the church Library/Parlor: 
Feb 11th (Sunday 2PM ï Spring Fling Planning meeting with the GR District UMW at CSUMC) 
March 10th   

May 19th 

July 14th 
September 15th 
November 17th (as a reminder we will need to install our 2019 board at this meeting) 
 
GR District UMW Spring Fling March 17th: 
CSUMW are hosting the Spring Fling Program this year for the conference.  More information to come in re-
gards to this program and sign up.  
 
Spring Rummage Sale: 
Sales dates April 11th 9 to 7 and April 12th 9 to 2 
 
Set up starts after church on April 8th and will continue on Monday and Tuesday as needed.  Take down will 
start Thursday at 2 when the sale ends.  Sign-up sheets will be available at a later date.  Watch the bulletin 
and Chimes as we get closer to the date.  Any help you can give us will be appreciated.  Donations can be 
put on the porch as you have them ready.  Please place your items on the right side of the porch and we will 
take care of them!  (Reminder:  no computers or TVôs with the large backs as those donôt sell at the sales.) 
 
UMW Sunday:  TBD       Back to School/Summer Rummage Sale:  August 2018 
 
Red Flannel Day Bake Sale:  October 6th 9AM to ? Advent Event:  TDB 
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The Love &  Stitches group   
The Love & Stitches group meets once weekly,  
Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. in the church parlor/library.  
This month's second Tuesday lunch at the  
Cedar Cafe (noon) will be February 13.  
 

We are a welcoming group,  
join us if you can. 

From a Kids Hope USA Mentor: 
Henry and I have been hanging out for 5 years now. Most of the time, we just read,  
play games, eat (because itõs over lunch hour these days), and talk. If he has some homework  
I help him with that as well. Heõs a good kid. Heõs a fun kid. We have built a great friendship,  
but there is always this lingering, am I really doing anything for him? Since day 1 of mentoring  
Henry Iõve wondered if what I was doing really was making a difference. I even had re-assurance 
from the teacher and others that I was making an impact, but it just never seems like enough. 
Thereõs so much more I could and want to do for him, but for now, this is where Iõm supposed  
to be. So, Iõve decided to embrace the statements that I am making a difference even though I donõt usually feel 
like it. Iõve embraced just seeing him for 20-30 minutes instead of an hour some years because thatõs all the time 
he had between classes after being in Middle School. 
Last year was the first time I ever realized I was making a difference. 
It was our last time being together before the summer and I always like to reassure him that Iõll be back in the fall 
as long as he wants me to. So I mentioned, òWell, Iõm hoping to come back next year as along as thatõs okay with 
you.ó 
I waited for a head nod or some affirmation that he had even heard what I said. He tends to not focus the best. 
Then he replied with the sweet words that have been on repeat in my head all summer long, òAll the years!ó With 
much enthusiasm and enjoyment. 
That was the first verbal affirmation in 5 years that I received which leads me to believe that maybe I am making 
a difference. So for all those mentors out there who think they arenõt, just keep showing up and getting to know 
your student. YOU. ARE. MAKING. A. DIFFERENCE. Live into that truth even if you donõt feel like it most 
weeks. Your steady presence is impacting a life and you may not see the impact for years, but you are helping 
guide them to a life where they have the option to make better choices and understand those choices. Cheers to 
all those who will stick around for òAll the years!ó 

Faith classes will continue to meet Wednesday evenings at 6:20 PM.  There are 
groups for pre-school; kdg.- 5th grades; and 6th-12th grades.  The Adult Choir 
also rehearses at 6:45.  To make it easier for families and folks to participate 
there will be a light supper for them at 6 PM.   

Volunteers are needed to help prepare meals and clean up each week (and of 
course enjoy supper).  If you or your group would like to sign up or get more information please 
email Nancy Noreen (nanoreen@aol.com).  
 
Many thanks to ... Ann Scott for the January 17th meal. ...Tom Noreen for January 24th 
           ...Adult Choir for January 31   ...Rose Kempf for March 14 
 

There will be no Faith classes/meals needed February 14, April 4 or after May 9. 

mailto:nanoreen@aol.com

