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We Share the Love and Hope
of Jesus Christ.
January 2018
Greetings Friends!
What is new in your life?
For our fortieth birthdays, my friend Carter and I received the gift of a hot-air balloon ride. Our wives
sent us up, and their reason for this wacky scheme is still one of the biggest puzzles of my life. (I had heard life
begins, not ends, at forty). But I will never forget the wonder of it all, drifting over streets, golf-courses, highways,
fields, neighborhoods and shopping centers between Grand Rapids and Ada. The course for our flight was set,
in general: We knew there were gentle easterly winds. But the details got worked out along the way. At some
point I realized the unsettling truth, that we were at the mercy of the breeze and a pilot who looked way too
young to hold our lives in his hands. All that said, if you had asked me a day later, “What’s new in your life?” I
would have answered, “An exhilarating ride in a hot-air balloon.”
What’s new in your life, for 2018?
What kind of ride is in store in the coming year? Will there be quick bursts of flight, as if rising above the
treetops and telephone wires? Will you find yourself drifting at the mercy of winds beyond your control? Will
you rely on others to guide your safety? Will you land where you would like, or be forced to adjust in mid-flight
and find another place for settling?

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church is experiencing changing winds. Again. Three pastoral changes
in less than a year! And in fact the question, “What’s new?” must be sounding a bit all too familiar. The welcome
message might be, “Enough of ‘new’, give me a really substantial stretch of ‘same ole’ same ole’.” And yet…
Our rich heritage of 150 years is a rock-solid foundation, a presence in the community forged through
effective, resilient disciples of Jesus who through sacrifice and celebration have made us who we are. This heritage unfolded because the faithful before us were not afraid of change. I believe that in this time of erratic upheaval and uncertainty in the world around us, we dare not dwell on the past. We have a message that the Cedar
Springs community – indeed the whole world - needs. When John Wesley was in his last hours, he whispered to
his brother Charles, “Best of all is, God is with us… The best is yet to be.” Let’s listen to what God is speaking to us; in
the grief that inevitably surrounds change, let’s reassure one another with encouragement; let’s support the ministries and mission that make disciples for the transformation of the world; let’s be part of building the reign of
God among us.
“I will make all things new” is a promise that is always true. Whatever happens to us, I
believe God wants to guide our flight. We don’t get to control the winds, but the One who
made the wind will begin and end the year beside us. I pray we will go with God in the coming year, for with God life can be an exhilarating ride!
Blessings,
Pastor Bill
Contact Information for Pastor: Phone: (616) 366-2421 Email: pastor@cedarspringsumc.org

Prayer is the primary work of God’s people. It is a vital connection to God where we can hear from, listen
to, and respond to God. We encourage you to pray as part of being a healthy disciple. Here are some
folks you can pray for this week…
Members and Friends in Care Facilities:
Metron of Cedar Springs: Rose Hunter, Lois Larson
The Sanctuary at St. Mary’s: Helen Tibbe
Homebound: Barb Rowland

Members

Darcey Raymond
Tim & Dorothy Scott &
family
Ann Scott & family

Bud & Helen Gambee
Greg & Sally Johnson

Mary Smith
Lawrence Reyburn
Dale Waller

Friends

Barbara Hickam & family

Dee Cyom

Randy & Suzanne Neiderheide and family
Letha Gebhardt & family
Chris Segard
Bill & Mary Yuncker
Christian Covell
Fred & Carollee Gunnell
Helen Tibbe

Family of Brison Ricker

Chloe Mason

Family of Elayna Durso
Nesbit Family
Jim Everly
Sandy Mayo
Allyn Abel & family
Marily Stetson

Lori Ostrom
Lyn Berkompas
Ed Johnson
Mallory Johnson
Nancy Gerlich
Tim Price

Jackie & Madaline Harvey
Jerry & Lois Collis
Albert Abel
John & Joyce Hansen
Soonja Koole

Dave Hamacher

Mel Zimmerman
Randy Truman
Kathy Morris

Family of Bob Townes
Dee Koopman

Missionaries: Robert & Shirley Amundsen, Thousandsticks, KY
Kids Hope USA: Mentors, Prayer Partners, and Students
In Our Country’s Service:
Jordan Ackerman
Elisabeth Bullen
Aaron Burnside
Kenny Neville
Wayne Carlson
Jackie Champion
Nick Segard
Tyler Hinton
Jake Merritt
Jenny Jo Collin
Peter Noreen
Mitchell Phillips
David Segard, III
Ben & Sarah (Noreen) Smith
Russell & Janet (Noreen) Scott: Evelyn, Noah
Names will remain on the prayer list for one month unless specified otherwise on the prayer card.
Thank you.
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Sympathy to:
Chris Segard, Dee Koopman & the family of Bob Townes on his
passing.
Letha Gebhardt & family on the passing of her husband, Al
Gebhardt.
Randy & Suzanne Neiderheide and family on the passing of
Randy’s mother.

Ann Scott, Tim & Dorothy Scott and their fmailies on the passing
of Ann’s husband, Jim Scott.

Please keep all of these families in your payers
Please send your special messages and “Thank You” notes to the Church Office if you would like
them in the Chimes Newsletter. You can drop off or email to: office@cedarspringsumc.org
We also welcome photos that we might be able to share! Send photos of Church events to the above
email with Subject Line: “Church Photos”. Please include a brief note about the event/photo and we
may use it in the newsletter.
Thank you to our CSUMC family,
We would like to express our gratitude for all the prayers, cards and beautiful service & luncheon that were given for our father, Robert Townes.
Thank you to Pastor Karen for her service and time spent with us, to the
UMW for the delicious luncheon they prepared, and to the church staff
for all the work that went into the day.
Our family appreciates everything that was done to honor our dad.
Chris Segard and family
To my CSUMC Family,
Thank you very much for the pretty red roses which were delivered to my
door. The arrangement was beautiful and has brightened my days in celebration of my 91st Birthday. Thanks for remembering in such a lovely
way.
Sincerely, Marge Clark
Dear CSUMC family,
Thank you everyone for the Christmas gift, cards and goodies.
It was very thoughtful and appreciated.
I am blessed to work for such a wonderful group of people who make
every day enjoyable at the office.
Jennifer August
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Monthly Meeting 01/13 @ 9:00 a.m.in parlor
“We demonstrate the love of Christ by
being brothers united in fellowship,
good works, recreation, and encouragement.
By supporting one another, and motivating one
another to develop stronger Christian
character as iron sharpens iron."

Please contact Tom Palmer
for upcoming meetings
and events information.

Please watch the church bulletin for information on
upcoming meetings and events.

To everyone who has supported our Food
Pantry in 2017…..
The hard work of all of our volunteers
(from staffing the pantry, helping clients,
stocking shelves and so much more) is
appreciated more than words can express.
The generous donations from all over our
community help to keep our shelves
stocked and provide a variety of options to
our clients.
For everything we say “Thank You” and
wish you all a Blessed New Year!
Feeding America,
West Michigan Food Bank

During the months of November and December we
put together a special “Meal –In-A-Bag” dinner for clients shopping in our food pantry. They received this
dinner in addition to their normal grocery items.
The idea is to provide a nutritious & healthy complete
meal that can easily be preparded at home.
Our meal choice for these months was: White Chicken Chili Dinner.

Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry can
buy food from Feeding America for 12, 13, 16
cents per pound!
If you wish to send a donation directly to them,
the address is:

The feedback we received from the food pantry clients
was that they liked and appreciated this addition to
their normal items. We will be continuing the program
in 2018.

Feeding America
West Michigan Food Bank
864 West River Center Dr. NE
Comstock Park MI 49321-8955

Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry Report
Clients November 27 thru December 31, 2017
Families Served
Adults Served
Children Served
Food Purchased
Meijer Gift Cards Used
Food Pantry Balance:

ADD:
CSUMC Community Food Pantry Number
01290 so your gift can be applied to our account.
Thank you for your support.
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62
118
59
$ 473.15
$ 3649.29
$ 9873.74

2018 UMW Officers
President: Mari Anne Jones
Vice President: Shari Wesche
Treasurer: Betty VanderWal
Secretary: Bonnie Hitchingham
Devotions and Interpretation: Joyce Hansen
Love and Stitches: Kathy Makowski
Book club: Connie Kidder
Nominations: TBD
All women of the church are welcome to come to the meetings and help with our events. It’s a wonderful time for fellowship and supporting our missions.
Upcoming events:
2018 Meeting Schedule – 10AM in the church Library/Parlor:
Jan 20th (this will be our planning meeting for the year)
Feb 11th (Sunday 2PM – Spring Fling Planning meeting with the GR District UMW)
March TBD
May 19th
July TBD
September 15th
November 17th
GR District UMW Spring Fling March 17th:
CSUMW is hosting the Spring Fling Program this year for the conference. More information to come.

Spring Rummage Sale:
Sales dates April 11, from 9:00a.m. -7:00p.m. and April 12, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Set up starts after church on April 8th and will continue on Monday and Tuesday as needed. Sign-up sheets
will be available at a later date. Watch the bulletin and Chimes as we get closer to the date. Any help you
can give us will be appreciated. Donations can be put on the porch as you have them ready. Please place
your items on the right side of the porch and we will take care of them! (Reminder: no computers or TV’s
with the large backs as those don’t sell at the sales.)

Red Flannel Day Bake Sale: October 6th 9AM to TBD
The UMW Advent Event was beautiful. Our special program was
called Christmas from the Harp with harpist Jill Hoffman. Her talent was impressive and her witness inspiring. Thanks to all who
worked on this program and the social time following.
The UMW met for a few minutes after the program and approved
the slate of officers for 2018. They are: President - Marianne Jones,
Vice President-Shari Wesche, Secretary-Bonnie Hitchingham andTreasurer- Betty VanderWal. Thank you to each of these women
who have committed their time, abilities and prayers to serve our
UMW ministry.
The next meeting is scheduled for January 20th at 10:00 am. All
women are welcome. Come and help us plan our activities calendar
for the new year.
Happy New Year to all of you. May God give you a year of good
health, happiness and success as you walk through the year with
Him.
Mary Anne Yuncker. 2017 UMW President
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UMW Funeral Luncheon Coordinator:
UMW Funeral Luncheon Food Coordinator: After several years of taking care of the funeral luncheon meals, Marge Covell has decided to retire. We thank her for her service of this wonderful
mission we have for the community. We are looking for someone to take her place going forward. This would include making phone calls to the church family to see if they can provide salads, cakes or veggie trays for the luncheons. This would only need to happen when we have a
funeral luncheon at our church. She has notes and is willing to train as needed for the first luncheon that our church would provide after someone takes over. This person wouldn’t be expected to
work the luncheons or call for helpers. Betty VanderWal is still in charge of that. Thank you for
your consideration. You can contact Mari Anne Jones for more information.

JANUARY is NATIONAL MENTORING MONTH
National Mentoring Month is an annual designation observed in January.
January 18th is International Mentoring Day.
NMM celebrates mentoring and the positive effect it can have on young lives.
Its goals are to:
Raise awareness of mentoring in its various forms.
Recruit individuals to mentor, especially in programs that have waiting lists of
young people.
Promote the rapid growth of mentoring by recruiting organizations to engage their
constituents in mentoring.

If you see one of the following people please thank them for being part of our Kids’ Hope mentoring
program here at CSUMC: Mentors: Helen Caldwell, Jerry VanderWal, Janis Opperman, Marnie
Swan, Keith Caldwell, Sally Johnson, Paul Houghtaling, Nancy Carlson, and Ann Scott. Prayer
Partners: Betty VanderWal, Teresa Tibbe, Nancy Noreen, Dorothy Scott, Dan Davis, Helen Caldwell, Carol Houghtaling, Craig Gates, Janet Avery. Other volunteers: Bonnie Hitchingham, Rose
Kempf, and Joyce Hansen. If you know any of these people from East Nelson UMC they also deserve a thank you because they work with us in the CS Public Schools: Mentors Bill Ritsema, Judy
Gage, and Carol Scott.

The Love & Stitches group
The Love & Stitches group meets once weekly, Tuesdays at
1:00 p.m. in the church parlor/library.
This month's second Tuesday lunch at the Cedar Cafe (noon) will be January 9th.
Adult Wood Carving:
Wood carving with Dan Davis and Gary Brooks will begin on
Monday, January 8th. Classes will be Monday nights from 6:008:00 p.m. in the parlor. If you have any questions, please contact
Dan Davis at 616-696-1939.
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There are some changes in our Missions direction as we go into
the new year. Since we as a congregation are having financial
difficulties that keep us from having a full time pastor, we have decided that we will discontinue supporting the Aundsens in their
work in Thousandsticks, KY. I’m not sure how long we have been
contributing to their support but we did have a baby shower for
their son and he is now a junior in high school. It is painful to
break this relationship.

The missions we are highlighting for the month of January are:
January 14--Human Relations Day. This is an offering that will be taken in United Methodist
Churches across the country. Funds raised through this offering support the Community Developers Program and community advocacy through United Methodist Voluntary Services. One area of emphasis is reaching at-risk teens through the Youth Offender Rehabilitation program,
General Board of Church and Society. This is another opportunity to reach much further because we are United than we could do alone.
January 21--United Methodist Committee on Relief--UMCOR--for domestic relief following
natural disasters here in our country. The impact of hurricanes, flood and fires is keeping many
people from “going home”. Our gifts will help beyond the immediate relief needs. They will be
used to get families back into their own homes so the healing can continue in their lives.
January 28--Community Food Pantry--This is an important mission in our town and surrounding area. Many concerned people work together to see that everyone has an opportunity to keep
their family fed even when emergencies such as medical expenses, transportation crises or even
a layoff from a job happen. Your support means that no one has to go hungry. The volunteers
who serve those who come appreciate that they can be generous because you care and share.

We need people to sew the bags that will hold the school supplies that have been collected. We
have kits of fabric, pre-cut, in the Office. We need these returned by mid-April. It is good to work
on these during the indoor times these winter months provide.
The next Mission Team meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 3 @ 10:00 a.m. in the
Parlor/Library. If you would like to make a suggestion for our mission emphases in the coming
year, we’d like to hear from you.
Thank you to Darcey Raymond for creating the charming bird houses and feeders which were
donated earlier this fall. He indicated that the contributions given for these go to the Redbird
Conference, where the Amundsens are. Darcey, we appreciate your sharing, which resulted in
almost $200.00 being donated.
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Ushers:
We need 4 people each Sunday to
help take the offering.
If you are interested please see the “Usher” sign-up sheet on the
bulletin board.

Greeters:
Offer the first impression and first connection that a long-time attendee or visitor has with us. Please see Jo Furhoff or Shirley Neff
to be a greeter.
January 2018 Greeters Schedule:
01/07—Tom Decker
01/14—Penny Harvey, Ethyl Palmer, Anna Truman
01/21—Pete & Robin Kribbet
01/28—Casey & Esther VanDerMaas

Next Blood Drive
@
Cedar Springs UMC:
Tuesday, January 16, 2018

Liturgists
guide us in the liturgy, which literally means
“the work of the people.” We participate in
prayers as a community of faith. Please
contact Sue Harrison with questions or to become a Liturgist.

Coffee fellowship
hosts
We provide a
place of touching
base and keeping
connected with each other as the
Body of Christ.
Please contact Carolyn Davis with
questions or to sign up.

Nursery caregivers care for the youngest among us, nurturing their
relationship with the church from the very beginning. Please contact
Sally Johnson with questions.

Audio-visual &
sound equipment:
Our media ministry is an
essential part of our church. The use of media
and technology plays an important role in communicating the gospel in a dynamic way.
Our “media team” looks at all things media-related. This would
include, but not be limited to, our website, our Facebook page,
our audio-visual equipment, and our Sunday morning worship
service.
See Tim Scott for more information.
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Worship Messages
If you were unable to attend
worship,
and would like to listen to a
recorded CD of the
week’s service, please contact
Cindy Scooros to request a
copy.
Thanks to Cindy and Mark
Scooros
for their leadership in this ministry!

Welcome to our new pastor, Bill Johnson and his wife Judy.
Please join us on Sunday, January 7 for Pastor Bill’s first service.
We also invite everyone to come enjoy a Potluck Celebration
to welcome & meet Pastor Bill and Judy on
Wednesday, January 10th @ 6:00 pm. - In the Fellowship Hall.
Please bring a dish and come share in good food & fellowship.
Getting to know Pastor Bill…...
Michigan has been Bill’s home for most of his life, attending Grand Rapids Ottawa Hills High School
and Western Michigan University. While in seminary at Boston University School of Theology he
and Judy were married. They have a son and daughter, and two grandsons. Ordained as a United
Methodist pastor, he has served in New England and West Michigan. Beyond ministry in the local
church, his experiences include leadership in District and Conference organizations. For fun, Bill
enjoys rooting for the Detroit Tigers and swimming. He was appointed as Pastor at Cedar Springs
UMC January 1, 2018.
Thank you to everyone who volunteered to be on a committee during 2017. We would also
like to say thank you Tom Noreen for his many years as Council Chair for CUSMC. Your
time and dedication are greatly appreciated.
Thank you, also, to Adam Hutchinson for taking time out of his busy schedule to help get
our audio/video computer back up and running so that we can enjoy our Proclaim during
service.

Sharing Our Commissions - Keith Caldwell CLM
“Tempus Fugit.” Oh, how time flies. Jan 7th, Epiphany Sunday, is almost here. Isaiah tells us,
"Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. For darkness
shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his
glory will appear over you” (Isaiah 60:1-2, NRSV). This week the Church celebrates the Solemnity
of the Epiphany. "The Lord and ruler is coming; kingship is his, and government and power." With
these words the Church proclaims that today's feast brings to a perfect fulfillment all of the purposes
of Advent.” Pius Parsch. Christ is here with us, He is truly Emmanuel.
A new year, a time for making resolutions, a time for new growth, and a time for “Making Disciples
of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World”. The Magi paid our Lord homage and brought
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. Jesus gave us His life, His Body and Blood. What can we
bring Him? What would He like? What did He ask for? Christ told us, “Whoever wishes to be great
among you must be a slave to all.” He certainly asked that we serve others. He commanded us to
“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.” This is the
one thing He asks of us. I know of no other demand. Can our number one resolution for 2018 to
make disciples of Him each day of this New Year?
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Birthdays

Anniversaries
Woody & Janet Avis
01/09
Bud & Helene Gambee
01/17
Mark & Allyn Covell
01/19

Michael Smith

1/8

Aurora Jean Dandridge

1/9

Shirley Neff

1/10

Rachel Armstrong

1/11

Megan Kilts

1/12

Alice Anderson

1/13

Carol Kidder

1/13

Eric Galle

1/13

Marcia Lemery

1/13

Lois Collis

1/14

Ken Shaw

1/15

Cindy Scooros

1/17

Jack Duran

1/17

Bud Gambee

1/19

Madison Ruth

1/20

Casey VanDerMaas

1/21

Heather Miller

1/21

David Stout

1/22

Jordyn Wagner

1/22

Katie Hill

1/25

Connor Lyon

1/27

Kyle Kellogg

1/27

Hannah Duran

1/29

Katelyn Johnson

1/30

PLEASE RECYCLE DEVOTIONALS:
Please remember to recycle your used devotional materials (The Upper Room, Our Daily Bread, etc.)
in the container under the table outside the sanctuary. They are sent to Love Packages, an organization that ships them to areas in need of Bible teaching materials. Thank you!
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Sunday

Monday
1
Happy New
Year!
Office Closed
Food Pantry
Closed

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2 No Love &
Stitches
No Kids Choir or
Handchimes
Food pantry
closed

3
No Fellowship
Meal
No Kids
Christian Ed.

4

5

6
8am-Lions
Breafast

7
8
Communion Sun. Office closed
10:15am-Worship
11:30am-Coffee 11:30am-Red
Hats
12:30pm-Mom’s
Group
6pm-Adult
Woodcarving

9 10amWomen’s Bible
12pm-Love&St.
Lunch-Café
1pm-Love &Stitch
2:45pm-Kids
Hand Chimes
3:40pm-Kids’Chr.
6pm-Scouts-Cls.
6:30pm-Finance
7pm-Trustee Mtg.

10
6p.m. Potluck
Celebration
Dinner
6:20pm-Kids
Christian Ed.

11
10am-Metron

12

13
9am-Men’s
Group

14
10:15am-Worship
11:30am-Coffee
& Fellowship
11:30am-Evang.
Mtg-Parlor
3pm-Green Acres

16 10amWomen’s Bible
Study-Parlor
12pm-Blood Dr.
1pm-Love &
Stitch.-Parlor
2:45pm-Kids
Hand Chimes
3:40pm-Kids’Chr
6pm-Scouts-Cls.
6pm-SPRC
7pm-Council

17
Watch your
bulletin for
Fellowship Meal
information

19

20

23
10am-Women’s
Bible -Parlor
1pm-Love & Stit.
2:45pm-Kids
Hand Chimes
3:40pm-Kids’Chr
6pm-Scouts-Cls.

24

25

6:20pm-Kids
Christian Ed.

6:30pm-Scouts

30
10am-Women’s
Bible -Parlor
1pm-Love & Stit.
2:45pm-Kids
Hand Chimes
3:40pm-Kids’Chr
6pm-Scouts-Cls.

31
6:20pm-Kids
Christian Ed.

Sp. Offering:
Human Relations

15
Office closed
Chimes Articles
Due on the
15th!
6pm-Adult
Woodcarving

21

22
Office closed
10:15am-Worship 12:30pm-Mom’s
Kids Music &
Group
Acoustic Music
6pm-Adult
11:30am-Coffee Woodcarving
& Fellowship

6:45pm-Adult
Choir

18

6:30pm-Scouts

10am-UMW
Meeting

6:20pm-Kids
Christian Ed.
6:45pm-Adult
Choir

6:45pm-Adult
Choir

Sp. Offering:
UMCOR
28
29
10:15am-Worship Office closed
11:30am-Coffee
& Fellowship
6pm-Adult
Woodcarving
Sp. Offering
Food Pantry

6:30pm-Scouts

6:45pm-Adult
Choir

11

26

27

OUR VISION AT CEDAR SPRINGS UMC:
We share the love and hope of Jesus Christ...







by inviting people of all ages to participate with
openness and sincerity
by worshipping through music and fellowship
by studying God's Word together
by praying and caring for each other
by serving each other, our community, and
our world
by giving of our time, talent, gifts, and resources

January 2018

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church

140 S. Main St., PO Box K
Cedar Springs MI 49319

Pastor
Bill Johnson

Church Office Hours
Tues.-Fri. 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Church Office
Phone: 616-696-1140
Fax: 616-696-2582

Email
office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor’s Office Hours

Ministry Assistant
Jennifer August
Chimes Newsletter Articles:

Website:
www.cedarspringsumc.org

Send information to office e-mail
Subject line “Chimes”
by the 15th of each month.

Worship Schedule
Sunday Worship Service
at 10:15 a.m.

Wednesdays: Food & Faith
6:00pm dinner
6:20-7:00pm Christian Education
(Ages: 2yrs-Highschool)

(September-May)
Supervised Nursery Care
Activity Bags & Books Available
for services

Find us on Facebook: Cedar Springs United Methodist Church

Chimes
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