Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
We Share the Love and Hope
of Jesus Christ.
January 2019
Beyond Bethlehem
Luke 2:41-52
41 Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up
as usual for the festival. 43 When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his
parents did not know it. 44 Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day's journey. Then they started to look for
him among their relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 46 After three
days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard
him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to
him, "Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety." 49 He said to
them, "Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?" 50 But they did not understand
what he said to them. 51 Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all
these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.
Some years ago during the Christmas break, a friend stopped by, having traveled from Texas where
her family lives now; she had been active in youth ministry as a teenager; I had officiated at her wedding,
and later, at the baptism of her first child. She was home for Christmas, and brought with her, two daughters,
ages 13 and 14. I remember saying to this middle-aged mom of teenagers, “When did this happen?”
That same week I had dinner with some high school classmates, a kind of mini-reunion for those who were
in town for the holidays. I looked at my graying friends, and we said to each other, “Where did the time go?”
It goes; faster than we can ever imagine it will.
At no time in our faith story is this ever more clear than, one week after singing “Away in the Manger,” the
lectionary confronts us with Luke’s record of Jesus at approximately age 12, making the annual pilgrimage
to Jerusalem at Passover with his family. Wait, what?
I want to know about pre-school days…when did he learn to read…how old was he when he first
picked up a saw and mimicked in the carpenter’s shop? Did he play in the streets with neighbor children?
But no. The first time we meet Jesus in the gospels after his birth, is as a “tween-ager” dazzling the
elders at the Temple, with his understanding. The student had become the teacher.
How did this happen? We’re beyond Bethlehem now; Jesus is showing signs of wisdom, stature; signs that
he may be starting to think God has a mission for him.
The reality of human life is that time passes, and time often passes all too quickly.
As the earth predictably finishes another rotation around the Sun, it’s futile to ask,
“Where did the time go?” We can’t do much about the passage of time. So how about following Mary’s lead, treasuring all the time past in our hearts, and moving on with life. For
there is another question well-worth asking: “What are we doing with the time we have?”
May this new year bring us often to “our Father’s house,” where we may grow in wisdom,
and by God’s grace, earn favor with God and humankind. Happy New Year!

Bill
Pastoral Care:
January 14-February 14, 2019 – During Pastor Bill’s vacation, Rev. Chuck Smith will be on call for
all pastoral care needs. He can be reached at (616) 970-6269. During office hours, Mon-Thurs.
9am to 1pm, you may also leave work with Jennifer August at (616) 696-1140.

Prayer is the primary work of God’s people. It is a
vital connection to God where we can hear from,
listen to, and respond to God. We encourage you
to pray as part of being a healthy disciple.
Names will remain on the prayer list for 1 month unless notified. Thank you.
Members

Friends

Albert & Frances Abel

Roger & Margie Lovell

Family of Ronald Swoffer

Ken & Carol Brooks

Marshall Morris

Mallory Johnson

Stacey Grooters

Noah Stevens

Judy Meihls

Greg & Sally Johnson & family

Family of Noah Pearce

Amy Swan-Peterson

Nancy Carlson & family

Tim & Jennifer August family

Mary Smith

Roy & Marge Covell

John DeGraaf

Tim Price

Liz Becker

Jim DeGraaf

Randy Benedict

Ethel Palmer

Peggy Avery

Mel Zimmerman

George & Ruth DeYoung

Nace Emmorey

Chloe Mason

Dan & Diane Christie

Mitch & Ashley Plumb

Dale Waller

Jerry & Lois Collis

Natha Nelson

Dawn Pell

Fred & Carollee Gunnell

Tracey Alt

Ed Johnson

Members and Friends in Care Facilities:
Metron of Cedar Springs: Rose Hunter, Lois Larson
Missionaries: Robert & Shirley Amundsen, Thousandsticks, KY

Kids Hope USA: Mentors, Prayer Partners, and Students

In Our Country’s Service:
Jordan Ackerman

Elisabeth Bullen

Aaron Burnside

Kenny Neville

Waylon Carlson

Jake Merritt

Nick Segard

Tyler Hinton

Mitchell Phillips

Jenny Jo Collin
James & Jackie Finley-Champion
Russell & Janet (Noreen) Scott, Evelyn & Noah

Peter & Mikelle Noreen

Ben & Sarah (Noreen) Smith, Kate

Sympathy to Nancy
Carlson and family on
the passing of her husband, Dave Carlson.
Please keep their family
in your prayers.

Please send your special messages and “Thank You”
notes to the Church Office if you would like them in
the Chimes Newsletter. You can drop off or email to:
office@cedarspringsumc.org
We also welcome photos that we might be able to
share! Send photos of Church events to the above
email with Subject Line: “Church Photos”. Please
include a brief note about the event/photo and we
may use it in the newsletter.
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Thank you to the CSUMC family for the Christmas love offering and also, for all the
prayers, thoughts and help with Tim’s upcoming surgery. Your generosity is greatly
appreciated. We are blessed to have so many caring friends.
Tim & Jennifer August and family
Thank you to everyone who volunteered in 2018
to be on a board or committee, perform a job,
support a mission, prepare a meal, sing or play
music for worship, decorate, and any one of the
other many tasks that are a part of our day to
day church life.
Your support and hard work are appreciated and
continue to make CSUMC a welcoming church
for everyone!

Thank you to everyone who donated items to
North Kent Connect’s
Christmas “Star Tree” program.
Because of your kind generosity, many
families were able to enjoy a great Christmas.

Sally Johnson & Evelyn Veltkamp are sending a huge “Thank You” to all the
helpers for Wednesday night dinners. We could not do this without you.
Also a big shout out to the Hansen’s for their dinner on the 12th of December.
Starting in January, we will be having Potluck twice a month. We are getting a
larger crowd each Wednesday—the average is around 65 people. We appreciate any help you can give.
Our adopted family has been so successful this season. Words cannot express how thankful they
are.. We are so blessed to be helping this family in their time of need. Blessings to each and everyone of CSUMC family.
Sally Johnson & Evelyn Veltkamp
Baptism: On January 13, we will be celebrating “The Baptism of Jesus” in scripture and sermon. We invite any who are interested in learning about baptism and considering receiving this
sacrament, to contact Pastor Bill @ (616) 366-2421 or bjinside@gmail.com.
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January 20109, Chimes Mission News
This is written in mid-December. Therefore we don’t have the totals
on our Advent giving for UMCOR Disaster Relief and the Pack the
Pantry. We will continue asking that you bring gifts of food throughout the month of January. The number of families coming to the
Pantry always increases as heating bills and doctor bills rise at this time of year.
With 2019 we are officially one Conference--the Michigan Conference. There are some differences in the choices we have among missions to support in the coming months. The Missions
Team is reviewing the projects and personnel and will be prayerfully selecting the ones brought
before you. There are Conference projects, National projects and those that will come from our
Midwest District. Along with these, there are the local needs which you support so well. We have
many opportunities to accomplish much in the name of Jesus.

In January our missions are:
January 6 and 13 - JFON--Justice for Our Neighbors. This is a faith-driven ministry that welcomes immigrants and refugees into churches and communities by providing free legal services
to those immigrants who cannot afford a private attorney. It is also committed to providing education to the immigrant community and the community at large and advocacy for fair and humane
laws and policies. As our nation struggles to determine how best to meet the needs of those who
are driven from their home countries by violence and poverty, JFON assists those attempting to
abide by the laws governing immigration.
January 20--Human Relations Day -This offering is taken throughout the UMC. Through your
generous gifts today, you strengthen community outreach and empower at risk youth and bring
about long term change. Be sure and read the story in the envelope which will be in your bulletin
to get a feel for the impact of your gifts.
January 27---The Community Food Pantry - Let’s help get the fund on secure footing so that
basic goods can be purchased when the prices are the best. This way, we will be able to continue meeting the many needs of our neighbors who are struggling to put adequate food on their
tables for their families. You have a long history of giving for this need compassionately and generously.
Thank you for considering each of these Missions. Each serves people with great needs. Together we can do more.
Ann Scott, Missions Team Leader

PACK THE PANTRY!
Members and friends are invited to replenish the severely depleted Community Food
Pantry by bringing non-perishable food to
worship every week from now thru January.
Whenever you shop consider adding a can
of soup, beans, corn, bread or box of cereal. We'll be collecting the food at the altar
during the opening hymn each week.
This mission is an important part of our community.
Let's make sure no one is needlessly hungry this winter!
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Feeding America, West Michigan Food Bank

Cedar Springs Community
Food Pantry Report

Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry can buy food from Feeding America for 12, 13, 16 cents per pound!
If you wish to send a donation directly to them at:

Clients for the month of November 2018

Families Served
Adults Served
Children Served
Food Purchased
Meijer Gift Cards Used
Food Pantry Balance

89
181
69

Feeding America
West Michigan Food Bank
864 West River Center Dr. NE
Comstock Park MI 49321-8955

$
976.17
$ 2,376.53
$ see treasurer

ADD: CSUMC Community Food Pantry Number 01290 so
your gift can be applied to our account. Thank you for your support.

To everyone who has supported our Food
Pantry in 2018…..
The hard work of all of our volunteers (from staffing the pantry, helping clients, stocking shelves
and so much more) is appreciated more than
words can express.
The generous donations from all over our community help to keep our shelves stocked and provide a variety of options to our clients.
For everything we say “Thank You” and wish
you all a Blessed New Year!

Pantry Cleaning - volunteers needed on
Wednesday, January 9 @ 1:00 p.m.
to help clean the food pantry.
Contact Judy Murray if you can help.
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Sharing Our Commissions - Keith Caldwell CLM
God has provided many opportunities. 2018 was a wonderful year, CSUMC breathed a breath of
fresh air and we saw The Holy Spirit at work. We grew in faith, numbers and resources. What
could we possibly do to make 2019 even better? There are 26,000 people in our community and
only 12% say their faith really matters to them. How can we reach them? We know a lot about
them as a family, they like stock cars, state parks, unspoiled splendor, they are filled with confidence and importance of family matters, you might describe them as Red, White and Bluegrass.
The average age is 36 years, housing and incomes are above state averages. Only 1 in 8 consider

attending church with a family as important. In Matt. 9:37-38 Jesus said, to his disciples,
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out
laborers into his harvest.”
What can one person do? If a person worked very diligently they might help several people find
faith, but if 125 people, shared their faith with one person many could be brought to know Christ. I
know some will question the data, they will not believe only 12% consider religion maters, (their
friends are all Christians) Jesus found this same thing in the synagogues, so He went to the streets
where the sinners were. Jesus found many things the same then as they are now, His solution is
as good now as it was then, if we pray every moment of every day for the, “Lord of the harvest to

send out laborers into his harvest.” He will respond.
Next Blood Drive @ Cedar Springs UMC
Tuesday, January 15
The Love & Stitches group:
The Love & Stitches group meets once weekly, September through May, on Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m.
in the church parlor/library. We meet at noon on the second Tuesday for lunch at the Cedar Café.
This month’s lunch will be January 8. We are a welcoming group; join us if you can!

Christian Ed. Faith Classes
Contact Nancy Noreen at 696-5186 or 260-0663 with any questions.
Faith Classes meet Wednesdays - 6:20-7:00 p.m. in the church’s basement piano room.
They are preceded by a community supper in the gym starting at 5:30 p.m.
Classes for: 3-5 year olds, Kdg.-5th grades, 6th-12th grade Youth Group & Adult
Schedule:
January 9
January 16
January 23
January 30

Adult Classes—Bible Study
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & Wednesday nights at 6:15 p.m. Both meet in the Parlor.
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Thank you to everyone who had their family photos taken for our 2019 Church
Directory. Watch for them to be published the end of January.
If you have not picked up the hard copy of your photo, please stop by the
church office to get it. If you did not receive an email copy, and would like one,
please send an email to office@cedarspringsumc.org and will can get it out to
you.

Adult Wood Carving:
Starts on Monday, January 7th.
Classes will be Monday nights from
6:00-8:00 p.m. in the parlor.
If you have any questions, please
contact Dan Davis at 616-696-1939.

Winter & Summer Camps:
Check out the bulletin board downstairs or
contact Nancy Noreen for information on
upcoming winter and summer camps for
kids and adults.

Family Movie Day!
January 20
2:00 p.m.
Watch bulletins
For details

Free Health Checks
Sunday, January 6
11:30 a.m.
Downstairs after
Worship Service

January is National Mentoring Month
Launched in 2002 by MENTOR: The National Mentoring Partnership (MENTOR) and
the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health, National Mentoring Month focuses national attention on the need for mentors, as well as how each of us—individuals, businesses, government agencies, schools, faith communities and nonprofits—can work
together to increase the number of mentors to help ensure positive outcomes for our young people.
This campaign celebrates mentoring and the positive effect it can have on young lives. Its goals
are to:
• Raise awareness of mentoring in its various forms
• Recruit individuals to mentor, especially in programs that have waiting lists of young people
• Promote the rapid growth of mentoring by recruiting organizations to engage their constituents
in mentoring National partners work with local leaders to organize special events in their communities supported by local media outlets and public officials. These events help interested
adults learn how to turn their concern for young people into direct action by becoming mentors.
The following days have been set aside for special mentoring attention:
January 4, 2019 – I Am a Mentor Day
• A day for volunteer mentors to celebrate their role and reflect on the ways mentees have enhanced their world.
January 17, 2019 – International Mentoring Day
• A day of international conversation on social media where photos, videos and messages of
powerful mentoring stories are shared.
January 21, 2019 – Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service
• A day to share in the inspirational words of Dr. MLK, Jr. and elevate the spirit of service
through volunteerism.
January 30- February 1, 2019 – National Mentoring Summit
January 31, 2019 – #ThankYourMentor Day

7

Financial Reports for the church can be obtained
by request from the church treasurer.
Please contact the church office if you
would like information.
Dear Members and Friends,
Thank you for your extravagant generosity during 2018, demonstrating your faith through giving that has
supported our ministries and our mission at Cedar Springs United Methodist Church. Our efforts in working
together have allowed us to fully fund every request from our leaders, and best of all, we have been able to fulfill
100% of our commitment to Conference and District Ministry Shares in the amount of $28,327! This is over and
above our missions giving to all other projects. Watch The Chimes for the report from Ann Scott describing our
amazing 2018 missions giving. We thank our Finance Committee and all our ministry leaders for responsible
stewardship in the past 12 months and for remaining hopeful as we shared our prayers, our presence, our gifts,
our service and our witness in the world.
Praise God from whom all blessings flow!
Now, on to 2019! For those who have made an Estimate of Giving for 2019, our estimates total over
$155,000 to be given over the next 12 months. This is an outstanding demonstration of trust and commitment to
the life and work of our congregation in the coming year. Along with other sources of income we are confident
that we will be able to fully fund our ministry and mission in 2019. If you have turned in an Estimate of Giving
card for 2019, Jennifer August has recorded the amount below as your good-faith estimate. If you had intended
to turn in an Estimate of Giving card and have not yet done so, it’s not too late. Cards are available in the office
and the sanctuary.
Blessings to all in this season of joy, as we anticipate once more the wonders of Christ’s coming to bring
salvation to the world. Thanks be to God for this good gift!
Sincerely in Christ,
Bill Johnson
Pastor
All women of the church are welcome to come to the meetings and help
with our events. We would love to have you join us in our faith walk.
In 2019 UMW as a whole will be celebrating our 150 Year Anniversary. This is exciting.!
2019 UMW Board
President: Mari Anne Jones
2019 Meeting Schedule – 10AM in the
Vice-President: Shari Wesche
church Library/Parlor:
Secretary: Bonnie Hitchingham
January 19th
March 23rd
th
Treasurer: Betty VanderWal
May 18
July 20th
st
Devotions and Inspiration: Joyce Hansen
September 21
November 16th
Nominations: Open
UMW Parsonage Rep: Linda Hagan
If you are interested in learning more about UMW, please don’t hesitate to ask one of the ladies listed
above. We always welcome questions and interest in what we do.
Upcoming meeting and event schedule:
Our Spring Rummage sales dates are set for Thursday, May 2nd through Saturday, May 4th. We will be doing our
usual set-up process starting Sunday, April 28th after church. More information to come from Teresa Tibbe..
Blessings, Mari Anne Jones, UMW President
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“We demonstrate the love of Christ by being brothers united in fellowship, good works, recreation,

and encouragement. By supporting one another, and motivating one another to develop stronger
Christian character as iron sharpens iron."
All men are welcome to attend.
Next Meeting: January 12, 2019 @ 9:00 a.m.
Greeters: Offer the first impression and first connection that a long -time attendee or visitor has with
us. Please see Jo Furhoff or Shirley Neff to be a greeter.
January 2019:
01/06 - Gerry Collis
01/13 - John & Joyce Hansen
01/20 - Nancy Buck
01/27 - Penny Harvey & Ethyl Palmer
Ushers:
We need 4 people each Sunday to help
take the offering. If you are interested,
please see the “Usher” sign-up sheet on
the bulletin board.

Liturgists
They guide us in the liturgy, which literally means “the work of
the people.” We participate in prayers as a community of faith.
Please contact Sue Harrison with questions or to become a Liturgist.

Coffee Fellowship Hosts: We provide a place of touching base and keeping connected with each other
as the Body of Christ. If you would like to contribute to Coffee Fellowship, we welcome donations of packaged cookies. They can be dropped off in the church kitchen at any time convenient for you. If you would
like to find out more, please contact Carolyn Davis, Ann Scott or Hazel Palmer. Thank you!
Media Ministry is an essential part of our church. The use of media and technology plays an important role
in communicating the gospel in a dynamic way. Our “media team” looks at all things media-related. This
would include, but not be limited to, our website, our Facebook page, our audio-visual equipment, and our
Sunday morning worship service. See Tim Scott for more information.

"Techies" Needed: We are expanding our Sunday morning media team to operate our sound and screen programs
during worship. If interested, please contact Pastor Bill, or a member of the Lay Leadership Committee: Shari Wesche,
Stephanie Tabor, Keith Caldwell. Our goal is for Team members to serve one time per month.
Nursery caregivers care for the youngest among us, nurturing their relationship with the church
from the very beginning. Both adults and teenagers can be volunteers. Please contact Sally Johnson with
questions.

Wednesday Night Fellowship Meals
01/02 - NO Meal
01/09 - Potluck
01/16 - Potluck
01/23 - Potluck
01/30 - to be announced

Winter 2019 Lay Servant Training
Check out the classes offered at
www.michiganumc.org
Cedar Springs UMC is the location for them!

Worship Messages
If you were unable to attend worship, and would like to listen to a recorded CD of the week’s service,
please contact Mark Scooros to request a copy.

Please check out our website, stop by the office or browse the bulletin boards for
minutes from the meetings of various Committees and Groups serving CSUMC.
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Anniversaries
Woody & Janet Avis
01/09
Bud & Helene Gambee
01/17

Mark & Allyn Covell
01/19

Birthdays
Michael Smith

1/8

Aurora Jean Dandridge

1/9

Shirley Neff

1/10

Rachel Armstrong

1/11

Megan Kilts

1/12

Alice Powell Anderson

1/13

Carol Kidder

1/13

Eric Galle

1/13

Lois Collis

1/14

Ken Shaw

1/15

Cindy Scooros

1/17

Bud Gambee

1/19

Heather Miller

1/21

Jordyn Wagner

1/22

Katelyn Johnson

1/30
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Weekly

Weekly

Weekly

Weekly

Weekly

Weekly

Weekly

9am-Adult Bible
Study in parlor
10:15am-Worship
w/Children’s
Church

1pm-6pm
Counseling in
Quiet Room

10am-Women’s
Bible Study in
parlor
1:00pm-Love &
Stitches
2:35pm-Youth
Chimes

11:30am-Coffee
& Fellowship
Worship

3:45pm-Kids’
Choir
1
Happy New
Year 2019!

5:30pmFellowship
Meals

1pm-6pm
Counseling in
Quiet Room

6:20 pm–
Christian Ed.

6:30pm-Cub
Scouts

Office closed

6:45pm-Adult
Choir
2
NO Meal
NO Chris. Ec.

3

4

5

9
Mom’s Group10am

10
Metron-10am

11

12
GR District
Training

Office closed

6
Communion
Sunday

7
Adult Wood
Carving—6pm

Free Health
Finance-7pm
Checks-11:30am

8
Love-n-Stitches
Cedar Café12pm
Trustees-7pm

13
14
Outreach-11:30a Adult Wood
Carving—6pm
The Brook-2pm
Worship
Green AcresDesign –
3pm
6:30pm

15
Blood Drive12:30pm

20 Special
Sunday-Human
Relations Day

21
Adult Wood
Carving—6pm

22
SPRC-6pm

28
Adult Wood
Carving—6pm

29

Movie Event2pm
27

Food Pantry
Cleaning –1pm

16

UMM-9am

17

18

Chimes News
Articles Due!

Council-7pm

19
Lion’s
Pancake
Breakfast
UMW—10am

23
Mom’s Group10am

24

30

31

25

26
GR District
Training

PLEASE RECYCLE DEVOTIONALS: Please remember to recycle your used devotional materials (The Upper Room, Our Daily
Bread, etc.) in the container under the table outside the sanctuary. They are sent to Love Packages, an organization that ships
them to areas in need of Bible teaching materials.
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OUR VISION AT CEDAR SPRINGS UMC:
We share the love and hope of Jesus Christ...







by inviting people of all ages to participate with
openness and sincerity
by worshipping through music and fellowship
by studying God's Word together
by praying and caring for each other
by serving each other, our community, and
our world
by giving of our time, talent, gifts, and resources

January 2019

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church

Pastor
Bill Johnson
pastor@cedarspringsumc.org
(616) 366-2421
Pastor Office Hours
Tues. & Wed.
Ministry Assistant
Jennifer August
office@cedarspringsumc.org
Church Office Hours
Mon.-Thurs.
9:00a.m. to 1:00p.m.

140 S. Main St., PO Box K
Cedar Springs MI 49319

Church Office
Phone: 616-696-1140
Fax: 616-696-2582

Sunday Worship Service
at 10:15 a.m.

Website & Email
www.cedarspringsumc.org
office@cedarspringsumc.org

6:20-7:00pm Christian Education
(Ages: 2yrs-High School)

Wednesdays:

With a 5:30pm dinner

Chimes Newsletter Articles:

Send information to
office e-mail Subject line
“Chimes”
by the 15th of each month.

Supervised Nursery Care
Activity Bags & Books Available
for services

Worship Schedule

Find us on Facebook: Cedar Springs United Methodist Church

Chimes
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