Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
We Share the Love and Hope
of Jesus Christ.
December 2018
I Believe in Babies
"And though she be but little, she is fierce." (Shakespeare, “Midsummer Night’s Dream)
Charles Osgood, the TV reporter and commentator, once said, “Every cliché you've ever heard about babies is
true, it seems to me. They are soft and warm, fascinating, cute, and lovable. I never met one that wasn't, and it's a good
thing, too, because if babies weren't so cute and lovable maybe we wouldn't so gladly put up with the fact that they're so
demanding and so much trouble. Babies are pure potential. You pick up a little baby and you're amazed by how light it is,
but you feel also that you're holding the future, the earth and the sky, the sun and the moon, and all of it, everything, is
brand new. Babies help us to put the changing world into perspective, too. Changing the world has to wait, when it's time
to change the baby.”
And I like what Carl Sandburg wrote: "A baby is God's opinion that the world should go on. Babies are pure potential." They come to bring hope with them, to make a difference. Our world needs such hope, needs these little ones
who come with such great power in their hands and hearts.
How ironic this is, for babies are the smallest of the small. They are tiny. They have such small hands and bodies. But God often uses the tiny to do great things. A little leaven in the dough; a tiny mustard seed; and Micah says that
the smallest village and tribe will produce the greatest leader of all: "O little town of Bethlehem…" We, too, know that inside each baby born there is "pure potential," even if we do not know just what it is or how it will be expressed. I believe
in babies.
* Think of that little baby born to a slave woman in Egypt. He became Moses and what a difference he made.
* Think of that little child born to a poor man and his wife living in colonial Kentucky. He became Abraham Lincoln. What
a difference he made.
* Think of all the babies, born throughout history, and the difference they made.
* Think of those babies perhaps just born, maybe in your neighborhood, and the difference they will make in our world.
Advent scriptures from the New Testament are about babies - John the Baptist growing inside his mother Elizabeth, and Jesus, growing inside his mother. Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about 3 months. No doubt they must have
talked about their babies, their hopes and dreams for them. And what a difference these two babies would make in the
world. I believe in babies.
And this is at the heart of Advent. A baby was born who would change everything. In that tiny body born in Bethlehem, the fate of the world rested, and still rests. I believe that baby came to change the world.
As Advent comes upon us, we welcome the One who, though little at first, grew to be fierce
in his love for justice, mercy, righteousness, peace; his commitment to follow the call that God had
sent him to accomplish – to bring hope in the midst of darkness of every sort. This is the hope of Jesus Christ, child, man, Savior. Without him, there is nothing to celebrate this season. With him, there
is everything: The hope of the world. Come, Lord Jesus.
The hope of Christ be with you,

Bill

Advent Worship Series
"All I Want for Christmas is..."An Awakening...
A God-Pleasing Life...Freedom from Fear...And a Peaceful Future".
Children's Christmas Program
Wednesday, December 19, 6:30 p.m.,
Christmas Music Ensemble- December 9, beginning at 9:45 a.m.,
Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship for all
December 24, at 7 p.m.
Join us as we welcome the Prince of Peace

Prayer is the primary work of God’s people.
It is a vital connection to God where
we can hear from, listen to, and respond to God.
We encourage you to pray as part of being a healthy disciple.

Here are some folks you can pray for this week…
Names will remain on the prayer list for one month unless specified otherwise. Thank you.
Members

Friends

Steve Mueller

Tracey Alt

Tim Price

Roy & Marge Covell

Family of Ronald Swoffer

Randy Benedict

Woody & Jan Avis

Mallory Johnson

Mel Zimmerman

Dave Carlson

Judy Meihls

Chloe Mason

Allyn Covell

Ron Smith

Dale Waller

Liz Becker

Isabella Kernen

Dawn Pell

Albert Abel

Amy Swan-Peterson

Ed Johnson

Ethel Palmer

Tabitha Krause

George & Ruth DeYoung

Family of Lawrence Bennet

Dan & Diane Christie

Liane Drier

Jerry & Lois Collis

Jay (Linda Hagan’s brother)

Fred & Carollee Gunnell

Mary Smith

Members and Friends in Care Facilities:
Metron of Cedar Springs: Rose Hunter, Lois Larson
In Our Country’s Service:
Jordan Ackerman

Missionaries: Robert & Shirley Amundsen, Thousandsticks, KY
Kids Hope USA: Mentors, Prayer Partners, and Students

Elisabeth Bullen

Aaron Burnside

Kenny Neville

Waylon Carlson

Jake Merritt

Nick Segard

Tyler Hinton

Mitchell Phillips

Jenny Jo Collin
James & Jackie Finley-Champion
Russell & Janet (Noreen) Scott, Evelyn & Noah

Peter & Mikelle Noreen

Ben & Sarah (Noreen) Smith, Kate

The Care and Counseling Team requests your prayers as we plan to develop an enhanced ministry outreach to address
the spiritual and emotional needs of our older school age children and their families. The goal is to promote each child’s
spiritual growth, as well as support parents as they strive to “make disciples” of their children. We pray that this initiative
will promote and help enhance the spiritual growth of families and help sustain the long-term presence and ministry effectiveness of our congregation in our community.
Please send your special messages and “Thank You” notes to the Church Office if you would like
them in the Chimes Newsletter. You can drop off or email to: office@cedarspringsumc.org
We also welcome photos that we might be able to share! Send photos of Church events to the above
email with Subject Line: “Church Photos”. Please include a brief note about the event/photo and we
may use it in the newsletter.
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Christmas Love Offerings: If anyone would like to give a
Love Offering for our staff, there are boxes labeled accordingly
in the back of the Sanctuary for the next three Sundays.

“The Christmas Pageant”
The Faith classes will share their Christmas program at 6:30 PM,
Wednesday, December 19 in the Fellowship Hall.

Wednesday Night Fellowship Meals
12/05—Pizza Dinner
12/12—Dinner by the Hansens
12/19—Potluck—bring a dish to share!
12/26—NO meal

Winter 2019 Class Offerings
Check out the classes offered at
www.michiganumc.org
Cedar Springs UMC is the location for them!
Information also on bulletin boards.

Christian Ed. Faith Classes
Contact Nancy Noreen at 696-5186
or 260-0663 with any questions.
Faith Classes meet Wednesdays 6:20-7:00 p.m. in the church’s basement piano room.
They are preceded by a community
supper in the gym starting at 5:30 p.m.
Classes for: 3-5 year olds, Kdg.-5th
grades, 6th-12th grade Youth Group &
Adult

Schedule:

December 5
December 12
December 19-Christmas Program
January 9
January 16
January 23
January 30

Adult Classes—Bible Study
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday nights at 6:15 p.m.
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December, 2018, Chimes Mission News
Advent--a time of hope as we look forward
to renewed awareness of the wonder of
God’s greatest gift to us and all people.
Our Advent mission offerings will be divided between the two following needs:
Bishop David Bard says, “Advent is about arrival and hope. Nothing speaks of the arrival of hope
more than UMCOR.” He has asked all in our denomination to support UMCOR with Advent offerings.

UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) for disaster relief. Natural disasters have
struck in areas near and far in recent months. They have inflicted suffering on many. Some reeling in the aftermath of storms and earthquakes are in far-away places like the Philippines or Indonesia. Others are closer to home, recovering from fires in California and hurricanes on the
east coast of the US and northern Florida. Michigan disasters aren’t named Harvey, Florence or
Michael, but people have been hurt and property damaged by torrential rains in places like Midland and Houghton.
In these and many other cases UMCOR has partnered with Annual Conferences and local agencies to bring help, hope and healing. The 2018 Advent Offering of the MI Conference will support
work for domestic, international and Michigan recovery.
Our tradition here at CSUMC has been to also select a local ministry for Advent giving emphasis.
This year the effort is Pack the Pantry! The stocks need replenishing. More families are
coming for this assistance. In addition to your gifts of food items, know that your money is also
needed.

LET’S FILL THE PANTRY! Members and friends are invited to replenish the severely depleted Community Food Pantry by bringing non-perishable food to worship every week from now
until the end of the year. Whenever you shop consider adding a can of soup, beans, corn, bread
or box of cereal. We'll be collecting the food at the altar during the opening hymn each week.
Let's make sure that no one is needlessly hungry this Advent Season!
Your gifts in support of these ministries will reach far into the New Year giving hope and showing
your love in very real and needed ways.
(For the latest information about UMC ministries go to michiganumc.org for the weekly update.)
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Cedar Springs Community
Food Pantry Report
Clients for the month of October 2018

Families Served
Adults Served
Children Served
Food Purchased
Meijer Gift Cards Used
Food Pantry Balance

80
150
60
$ 2,001.21
$ 3,230.40
$ 4,677.47

Feeding America, West Michigan Food Bank
Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry can buy food from
Feeding America for 12, 13, 16 cents per pound!
If you wish to send a donation directly to them at:
Feeding America
West Michigan Food Bank
864 West River Center Dr. NE
Comstock Park MI 49321-8955
ADD: CSUMC Community Food Pantry Number 01290
so your gift can be applied to our account. Thank you for
your support.

Thank you to Seth Donnan and everyone at Edward
Jones for supporting the Cedar Springs Community
Food Pantry. It is because of giving people like you
that we are able to offer these services to our communi-

Please check out our website, stop by the office or browse the bulletin boards for
minutes from the meetings of various Committees and Groups serving CSUMC.
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Sharing Our Commissions - Keith Caldwell CLM
December 2 is the first Sunday in Advent, it is also the first day of our New Christian year. It is a
time of anticipation and preparation. It is also a time to savor the events of the past year and a
time of planning for our journey with Christ in this New Year. Advent is a time to think about our
need for a Savior. As we await the coming of the Christ Child, let’s take the Scripture from our worship service and spend the week searching it for meaning we have not found before. It is a time to
study prophesies of Isaiah found in chapters 2, 7, 9, 11 and 35 of his book.
Advent is a time to find joy in the Joyous Mysteries of our Lord: Mary’s Song of Praise, Luke 1:4655; The Annunciation, Luke 1:26-38; The Visitation, Luke 1:39-45; The Nativity, John 1:14 and
Luke 2:1-19; The Presentation, Luke 2:21-39; and finding the Christ Child in the temple, Luke 2:4152.

As we approach Christmas, I was thinking about the origin of that word - Christ and Mass. Christ is
the anointed one, the Messiah sent from God. But why mass? Where does mass come from?
Mass comes from the Latin word missa which means to be sent or to have a mission. Christ was
sent from God with a mission. But what is our mission? Christ had a mission to be the Word of
God. He shared that mission with us in Matthew 28:18-20 “18 And Jesus came and said to them,
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
At the completion of Holy Communion, we are sent on that Mission when we pray this Closing
Prayer: “Eternal God, we give thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us.
Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”
This is the gift God gave us that we can give to others!
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to those on whom His favor rest.”
Next Blood Drive @ Cedar Springs UMC
Tuesday, December 18
Winter Snowbirds….Please make sure you give your information to the office
of what months you will be gone and your address for the winter. That way we
can keep you up-to-date on all the activities and news for the church during the
winter months! See you next spring!
The Love & Stitches group:
The Love & Stitches group meets once weekly, September through May, on Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m.
in the church parlor/library. We meet at noon on the second Tuesday for lunch at the Cedar Café.
This month’s lunch will be December 11. We are a welcoming group; join us if you can!

Mark your calendars for
Sunday — December 9, 2018
2:00 p.m.

Worship Messages
If you were unable to attend worship, and would like to
listen to a recorded CD of the week’s service, please
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We still have church family members who have not had their picture taken for
the new directory. If you haven’t contacted the church office, please do so to
schedule your photos.
A copy of your photo will be provided to you free (via email or hard copy-if you
don’t have email) so that you are able to print copies for yourself or family.
We are excited to make this directory as complete and updated as possible
and we “Thank you” for helping us accomplish this!
Poinsettias
Poinsettias can be ordered again this year “In Remembrance” or “In Honor” of loved
ones or special persons in your life.
Order forms due back to the office by 12/04/18—extra forms on table outside of Sanctuary.
This year’s poinsettias are 6 1/2” pots for $7.00 each. Poinsettia colors are: Red or White
Please fill out the forms & return with the payment to the Church Office or place in the offering basket during service.
Thank you to everyone who helped with the cleanup after the Generosity Brunch.
It was greatly appreciated.
Robin Kribbet
******************************************************************************
Thanks so much for all the participation and assistance with the Thanksgiving Dinner.
We had 85 people attend and we could not have had such a successful meal without all
the help.
From its inception KIDS HOPE USA has been a ministry founded on prayer.
That’s why each of our KIDS HOPE USA Mentors at CSUMC has a prayer partner.
Their role is critical!
Their prayers are an essential ingredient in the work we
do with kids in the Cedar Springs Elementary Schools.
“You can do more than pray after you have prayed,
but you cannot do more than pray until you have prayed…” S.D. Gordon
We ask that our prayer partners please continue to pray faithfully for our KIDS HOPE Program!
•
•
•
•


For mentors- that they may reflect Christ’s unconditional love
For kids and their families- for their well being and relationship with Christ
For the director- for wise council and vision for the future
For prayer partners-that they may be faithful and fervent
For KIDS HOPE USA- for growth and effectiveness

Prayer Partners, as you pray for your mentor this acronym may be helpful:
K
I
D
S

- Kindness (able to demonstrated Christ’s compassion and care)
- Inspiration (motivated to do God’s work with their child)
- Director (have clear picture of what will work best with their child)
- Spirit fill (reliant on God and guided my His spirit)
Fellow Congregants, your prayers are welcomed and appreciated!
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Financial Reports for the church can be obtained
by request from the church treasurer.
Please contact the church office if you
would like information.
Ministry Shares –
One way that we share the love and hope of Jesus Christ
Ministries of The United Methodist Church (UMC) are supported, in
part, by a system of apportionments or “Ministry Shares.” Each
church receives a goal, based on previous finances, a fair share contribution toward UMC ministries, missions and infrastructure here and
abroad. By pooling resources The UMC is able to accomplish much more than a single church
could alone.
As many are aware, during 2017 our congregation experienced financial stress for a variety of reasons and therefore received a reprieve from the Conference Treasurer’s office to “do the best we
could.” Our Finance Committee then established a plan of returning to our long-standing tradition of
paying 100% of our Ministry Shares. This plan assumed it could take several years for us to
bounce back.
HERE IS THE GREAT, GOOD NEWS….
Due to the outstanding stewardship of our leaders in monitoring spending and encouraging
“extravagant generosity” through the year, as you read this issue of “Chimes” we can report that
our final 2018 payment enables to reach 100% of Ministry Shares in 2018 – several years ahead of
schedule!!!!
We have much to celebrate as the Advent Season begins, not the least of which is our faith in
God’s presence with us this year. “All things are possible for God!”
A hearty thank you for the faithfulness of our people, and for this sign of resilience and hope in the
One who directs our paths. To paraphrase one of our young, but wise ones, “Praise the Lord, and
let’s “move on!”

North Kent Connect – Christmas Tree of Hope Campaign
The little star tree with tags stating requests for particular items for NKC
is outside of the Sanctuary. Take a tag (one or more), purchase the
item(s) and return to the church by December 9. These will be taken to
NKC where they will be put into the special Christmas store.
www.cedarspringsumc.org is back up and running!
We have given the site a new look and are streamlining the pages to make them more user friendly.
Let us know what you think...we’d love to hear
from you.
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“We demonstrate the love of Christ by being brothers united in fellowship, good works, recreation,

and encouragement. By supporting one another, and motivating one another to develop stronger
Christian character as iron sharpens iron."
All men are welcome to attend.
No December Meeting
Greeters: Offer the first impression and first connection that a long -time attendee or visitor has with
us. Please see Jo Furhoff or Shirley Neff to be a greeter.
December 2018:
12/02 - Brian & Kathy Percy
12/09 - Michael & Cathy Forest
12/16 - Jerry & Betty VanderWal
12/23 - Roy & Marge Covell
12/24 - Jo Furhoff & Shirley Neff
12/30 - Bob & Bev Hale
Ushers:
We need 4 people each Sunday to help
take the offering. If you are interested,
please see the “Usher” sign-up sheet on
the bulletin board.

Liturgists
They guide us in the liturgy, which literally means “the work of
the people.” We participate in prayers as a community of faith.
Please contact Sue Harrison with questions or to become a Liturgist.

Coffee Fellowship Hosts: We provide a place of touching base and keeping connected with each other
as the Body of Christ. If you would like to contribute to Coffee Fellowship, we welcome donations of packaged cookies. They can be dropped off in the church kitchen at any time convenient for you. If you would
like to find out more, please contact Carolyn Davis, Ann Scott or Hazel Palmer. Thank you!
Media Ministry is an essential part of our church. The use of media and technology plays an important role
in communicating the gospel in a dynamic way. Our “media team” looks at all things media-related. This
would include, but not be limited to, our website, our Facebook page, our audio-visual equipment, and our
Sunday morning worship service. See Tim Scott for more information.

"Techies" Needed: We are expanding our Sunday morning media team to operate our sound and screen programs
during worship. If interested, please contact Pastor Bill, or a member of the Lay Leadership Committee: Shari Wesche,
Stephanie Tabor, Keith Caldwell. Our goal is for Team members to serve one time per month.
Nursery caregivers care for the youngest among us, nurturing their relationship with the church
from the very beginning. Both adults and teenagers can be volunteers. Please contact Sally Johnson with
questions.

All women of the church are welcome to come to the meetings and help
with our events. We would love to have you join us in our faith walk.
In 2019 UMW as a whole will be celebrating our 150 Year Anniversary. This is exciting.!
2019 UMW Board
2019 Meeting Schedule – 10AM in the
President: Mari Anne Jones
church Library/Parlor:
Vice-President: Shari Wesche
January 19th
March 23rd
Secretary: Bonnie Hitchingham
May 18th
July 20th
Treasurer: Betty VanderWal
st
September 21
November 16th
Devotions and Inspiration: Joyce Hansen
If you are interested in learning more about UMW, please don’t hesitate to ask one of the ladies listed
above. We always welcome questions and interest in what we do.
Upcoming meeting and event schedule:
Our Spring Rummage sales dates are set for Thursday, May 2nd through Saturday, May 4th. We will be doing our
usual set-up process starting Sunday, April 28th after church. More information to come.
Blessings, Mari Anne Jones, UMW President
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Birthdays
Dec. 1
Dec. 3
Dec. 5
Dec. 6
Dec. 8
Dec. 11
Dec. 21
Dec. 24
Dec. 25
Dec. 29
Dec. 31

Richard Makowski
Elizabeth Neiderheide
Woody Avis
Nancy Kidder
Cameron Thacker
Tonnie Smith
Bob Ries
Jerry VanderWal
Dennis Cassady
Cheryl Viau
T.J. Pelon
Christian Miller
Kathy Percy
Dave Carlson
Rose Hunter
Tim August
Ann Scott
Karen Makarewicz
Mark Tabor

Anniversaries
Dec. 12
Dec. 13
Dec. 20
Dec. 21
Dec. 29
Dec. 31
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Ken & Carol Brooks
Richard & Kathleen Makowski
Roy & Marjorie Covell
Tom & Hazel Palmer
Bill & Judy Johnson
Jim & Cathy Loder

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Weekly

Weekly

Weekly

Weekly

Weekly

Weekly

Weekly

9am-Adult Bible
Study in parlor
10:15am-Worship
w/Children’s
Church

1pm-6pm
Counseling in
Quiet Room

10am-Women’s
Bible Study in
parlor
1:00pm-Love &
Stitches
2:35pm-Youth
Chimes

11:30am-Coffee
& Fellowship
Worship

3:45pm-Kids’
Choir

5:30pmFellowship
Meals

1pm-6pm
Counseling in
Quiet Room

6:20 pm–
Christian Ed.

6:30pm-Cub
Scouts

Office closed

6:45pm-Adult
Choir
1
Hanging of the
Greens
10am

2
Communion
Sunday

3

4
Trustees-7pm

5
Mom’s Group10am

6

7

8
SPRC Cluster
Meetings

9 2nd Sunday of
Advent
Outreach-11:30a
Conference–
2pm
The Brook-2pm
Green Acres3pm

10
Worship
Design-6:30
pm

11
Love-n-Stitches
Cedar Café12pm

12
Mom’s Group10am

13
Metron-10am

14

15

16
3rd Sunday of
Advent

17
Finance-7pm

18
Blood Drive12:30pm

19

20

21

22
Christie
Family Bday11am

27

28

29

1st Sunday of
Advent

Chimes News
Articles Due!

NO KIDS CHOIR
23
4th Sunday of
Advent

24
Christmas Eve

25
26
Merry Christmas NO MEAL

Office Closed

Office & Food
Pantry Closed

Food Pantry
30

31
New Year’s
Eve
Office & Food
Pantry Closed

NO KIDS CE
NO CHOIR

January 1, 2019
HAPPY NEW
YEAR!!!

PLEASE RECYCLE DEVOTIONALS: Please remember to recycle your used devotional materials (The Upper Room, Our Daily
Bread, etc.) in the container under the table outside the sanctuary. They are sent to Love Packages, an organization that ships
them to areas in need of Bible teaching materials.
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OUR VISION AT CEDAR SPRINGS UMC:
We share the love and hope of Jesus Christ...







by inviting people of all ages to participate with
openness and sincerity
by worshipping through music and fellowship
by studying God's Word together
by praying and caring for each other
by serving each other, our community, and
our world
by giving of our time, talent, gifts, and resources

December 2018

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church

Pastor
Bill Johnson
pastor@cedarspringsumc.org
(616) 366-2421
Pastor Office Hours
Tues. & Wed.
Ministry Assistant
Jennifer August
office@cedarspringsumc.org
Church Office Hours
Mon.-Thurs.
9:00a.m. to 1:00p.m.

140 S. Main St., PO Box K
Cedar Springs MI 49319

Church Office
Phone: 616-696-1140
Fax: 616-696-2582

Sunday Worship Service
at 10:15 a.m.

Website & Email
www.cedarspringsumc.org
office@cedarspringsumc.org

6:20-7:00pm Christian Education
(Ages: 2yrs-High School)

Wednesdays:

With a 5:30pm dinner

Chimes Newsletter Articles:

Send information to
office e-mail Subject line
“Chimes”
by the 15th of each month.

Supervised Nursery Care
Activity Bags & Books Available
for services

Worship Schedule

Find us on Facebook: Cedar Springs United Methodist Church

Chimes
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