Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
We Share the Love and Hope
of Jesus Christ.
November 2018
Happy Hallow/giving/vent…
Driving home the other night we saw the first Christmas light display of the season decking the
roofline, doors and windows of a home near us. Oh Lord, already? Still over a week to go for Halloween, and now this.
At first, I was frustrated about the all-too-early rush toward Christmas. And then I began to think…
maybe I could get into the spirit this year earlier than normal. So here goes…
“God is watching us…” Bette Midler intoned three decades ago…“from a Distance,” and popular
music tried it’s hand at a theology of God’s relationship with the earth and humankind. For some,
the song worked. The sentimental thought of looking down on creation to see that, from a distance
all cultural, racial or national differences vanished; borders blurred and countries blended together
in a collage of ocean blue and rich evergreen. Wars ceased and conflicts vanished into the clouds.
Nice thought. Except, that’s just the opposite of what Christians believe.
Christians believe that God once was birthed through a young woman engaged to a very decent
man, a Nazarene carpenter who risked embarrassment to begin a puzzling life with his beloved,
trusting a dream about how this came to be. Whatever it was, it was not God watching this from a
distance; God knocked on their door and upended the lives of these two peasants. The rest of the
story is what we call the Advent of Christ. Christmas is about God being with us, not from a distance, but in the flesh.
Advent is when we remember this story, and in wonder and amazement retell the message of how
God chose to reveal steadfast love, mercy, justice and peace through the life of One of us, connecting heaven and earth through the mystery.
2018 has been incredulous. The temptation to fret in despair is a daily experience. I’m ready for
Advent now. Really ready. As the season arrives December 2, the season that we say is all about
preparation and anticipation, I pray you will pause for whatever time God grants you, to remember
the greatest blessing we know: God is with us; with us through hurricane and fire, markets rising
and falling, failed leadership and unpredictable politics.
We are invited again to prepare, anticipate and get ready for a visit from God. Will you open your
heart as did that Middle Eastern peasant couple 2000 years ago? Will you dream of a miracle ––
where God comes to live in you, upending your life?
In anticipation,

Bill

Your commitment to Missions is an inspiration. You have
given to local, national and world-wide missions with great
generosity throughout this year. Recently you have sewn
dresses and school bags, contributed food items and encouraged others to do likewise, bought Simply Give cards,
baked and cooked for Red Flannel fund-raisers, and
walked and pledged for CROP.

In the coming weeks we’re emphasizing the following opportunities to meet needs:
November 4 and November 11---Pastor’s Benevolent Fund--The following are some of the
needs this fund has met: A couple needed gas for their car to drive to and from Butterworth where
their daughter was hospitalized. We provided two $25 gas cards. A single mom landed a job at
Bishop Hills and needed gas to get to GR for the required physical and drug screening before
starting work. We provided a $25 gas card. A young family out of work was about to be evicted
from their mobile home and needed the balance of their rent due in two days. We paid the park
$140. A couple needed to return home to Florida after coming to MI for a family funeral. Their
monthly income was stable in FL but they ran out of money here due to the lengthy illness that
preceded the death of their brother. They both had prescriptions for medicines waiting for them in
FL. We provided funds for their travel. There are needs presented nearly every day. Just know
that your caring and kindness is truly showing the love and hope of Jesus as each one right here
in our community is helped.
November 18--Christmas blessings through North Kent Connect. The little tree you are
used to seeing will appear again with tags stating requests for particular items. Take a tag (one or
more), purchase the item(s) and return to the church by December 9. These will be taken to NKC
where they will be put into the special Christmas store. (Don’t confuse this with the regular store
that operates there.) The “shoppers” in the Christmas store are only those who are registered clients of NKC. This is an opportunity for the clients to give new, needed gifts with dignity.
November 25--United Methodist Student Day--The funds raised this day throughout our UMC
provide scholarships for students who are committed to serving God, their church, and others.
The envelope that will be in the bulletin this day gives an inspiring testimonial from just one student who is benefiting from one of these scholarships.
November 27—Giving Tuesday—As we enter the time of year when we are looking for gifts for
those we love, remember that there are many ways to honor them other than buying more “stuff”.
We have some suggestions in a folder that will be on the table near the sanctuary doors. Also,
Giving Tuesday, enables you to choose from many worthy causes supported by our denomination. You give on-line at engage@mail.umcmission.org.
Remember to look at the small grocery cart for a list of the
items needed for the special recipe of the month”. It would be
a good time to pick up some extra items for the Food Pantry as
well.

May you celebrate a most blessed Thanksgiving!
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Sharing Our Commissions - Keith Caldwell CLM
Several years ago in a “Spiritual Gifts Class,” we did a short service where each of us prayed that
the Holy Spirit would bring specific gift to us. My assignment was to pray for “The Gift of Hospitality.” After writing this prayer, and I know God answers all prayer, I thought, “What would happen if I
prayed this prayer every day for a month?” My next thought was what would happen if each person that reads this would pray that same prayer for a month?
Please join me in praying this every day until the next “Chimes” comes out.
Prayer for Hospitality
Father You are awesome. You are everywhere and with everyone.
I confess that many times I enjoy fellowship with my Christian friends,
And will not even walk across the room to meet a stranger.
Give me strength to enter other worlds, Help me to be a friend to the lonely, the poor, the arrogant,
the rich, and to anyone that has not found the peace that only Jesus can bring.
Give me power to change lives, though genuine hospitality, guided by your Holy Spirit.
Father I pray this, through your son Jesus Christ, with the power of the Holy Spirit.
Next Blood Drive @ Cedar Springs UMC
Tuesday, November 27
What is Kids’ Hope USA NEXT all about?
At CSUMC we have four mentors involved in the Kids’ Hope NEXT program. Keith
Caldwell, Paul Houghtaling, and Bill Ritsema (ENUMC) are working with 6 th graders,
and Janis Opperman is working with an 8th grader.
KIDS HOPE USA NEXT mentors have the same basic goals they had in elementary
school. They show up at the school regularly to help meet the social, emotional, and academic
needs of their students. The difference is that the social, emotional, and academic needs of middle
school students are changing, and the mentor needs to be able to change with them in order to
continue to meet the student’s needs. Before starting the NEXT program the value of participation
must be agreed upon by administration, parents, student, and mentor.
Three things remain true for all KHUSA NEXT mentors:
1. They operate under the umbrella of their church's KIDS HOPE USA program and under the supervision of the KIDS HOPE USA program director, not as independent individuals.
2. Only mentoring relationships that started in elementary school and continue into middle school
are eligible to participate. This is what the NEXT refers to: mentors are taking the next step with
their students into middle school.
3. Students in NEXT programs will be in 5th, 6th, 7th or 8th grade.
Students in the NEXT program are not taken out of class, but meet with their mentor either during
their lunch period or after school. Cedar Springs Public Schools allow these students to ride the
elementary bus home if it is inconvenient for the parents to provide after-school transportation.
Worship Messages
If you were unable to attend worship, and would like to
listen to a recorded CD of the week’s service, please

Mark your calendars for
Sunday — December 9, 2018
More details to come...
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Church Directory

We will be taking family photos for the church directory on the following
dates: Sundays - 11/04 & 11/11, Tuesdays - 11/06 & 11/13.
These photos will be loaded into our Church Windows Membership software
to be included in the new church directory. A copy of the image can be sent
to you for free by request if you would like to print copies for yourself or family. If you haven’t contacted the
church office, please do so to schedule your photos. Also, please contact the church office to update your
contact information if you have changes. Thank you.

Poinsettias
Poinsettias can be ordered again this year “In Remembrance” or “In Honor” of loved
ones or special persons in your life.
Order forms will be included in the November 25th Worship Bulletins, on the upstairs table, or can
be obtained at the Church Office.
This year’s poinsettias are 6 1/2” pots for $7.00 each. Poinsettia colors are: Red or White
Orders will be taken from 11/25/18—12/04/18. Please fill out the forms and return them with the
payment to the Church Office or place in the offering basket during service.
Winter Snowbirds….Please make sure you give your information to the office
of what months you will be gone and your address for the winter. That way we
can keep you up-to-date on all the activities and news for the church during the
winter months!
See you next spring!

Congratulations to Mark & Allyn Covell on the birth of their daughter, Sofia Grace
Covell. Please keep their family in your prayers during this happy time.
Be sure to extend those well wishes to proud grandparents Roy & Marge Covell.

Thank you to everyone who supported this year’s Crop Walk. Whether you
participated in the walk itself, pledged toward a walker, or just made a general
Donation, your support is appreciated and helps keep these programs in our
community.
It was cold and it was raining on & off, but that didn’t stop you from supporting our
UMM Food Booth or our UMW Bake Sale! They were both a great success and
raised funds to be used for various upcoming needs. Without the kind support of
our friends and church family these events would not be able to take place! Thank
You!
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Prayer is the primary work of God’s people.
It is a vital connection to God where
we can hear from, listen to, and respond to God.
We encourage you to pray as part of being a healthy disciple.

Here are some folks you can pray for this week…
Names will remain on the prayer list for one month unless specified otherwise. Thank you.
Members

Friends

Allyn Covell

Family of Wayne VerStrate

Walt & Helen Nielson

Bud & Helen Gambee

Pastor Ben Lester

Steve McClurken

Liz Becker

Family of Shelly Gilman

Laars Helenius

Albert Abel

Family of Deanne Hamelink

Mary Smith

June Price

Jaran & Samantha (Gould) Malafa

Tim Price

Ethel Palmer

Mitch & Ashley Plumb

Randy Benedict

Linda Hagan family

Sarah Brygal

Mel Zimmerman

George & Ruth DeYoung

Ron Swoffer

Chloe Mason

Dan & Diane Christie

Ada Ashley

Dale Waller

Jerry & Lois Collis

Doc VanOtteren

Dawn Pell

Fred & Carollee Gunnell

Seemann family

Ed Johnson

Members and Friends in Care Facilities:
Metron of Cedar Springs: Rose Hunter, Lois Larson

Missionaries: Robert & Shirley Amundsen, Thousandsticks, KY
Kids Hope USA: Mentors, Prayer Partners, and Students

Please keep these families in your prayers…
Sympathy to Pastor Bill & Judy Johnson on the loss of Bill’s brother-in-law, Wayne
VerStrate.

In Our Country’s Service:
Jordan Ackerman

Elisabeth Bullen

Kenny Neville

Jake Merritt

Nick Segard

Mitchell Phillips

Jenny Jo Collin

Waylon Carlson

James & Jackie Finley-Champion

Tyler Hinton

Russell & Janet (Noreen) Scott, Evelyn & Noah

Peter & Mikelle Noreen

Ben & Sarah (Noreen) Smith, Kate

Aaron Burnside
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Children’s Faith Classes are in progress!

Contact Nancy Noreen at 696-5186 or 260-0663 with any
questions.
Faith Classes meet Wednesdays from 6:20-7:00 in the church basement piano room.
They are preceded by a community supper in the gym starting at 5:30.

Classes: 3-5 year olds, Kdg.-5th grades, 6th-12th grade Youth Group, Adult

Schedule:
November 7
December 5

November 14
December 12

November 21-NO Classes
November 28
December 19-Christmas Program

Youth Ovenight! November 9-10

For 6th grade and above.
Arrive November 9 at Wesley for
dinner @ 5:30 pm.
Hockey
game, games, dinner and more!
$15.00/person. Contact Tim Scott
for more details if interested .

Mark your calendar!
The Faith classes will share their
Christmas program at 6:30 PM,
Wednesday, December 19.

Adult Classes—Bible Study
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. in the Parlor.
Wednesday nights at 6:15 p.m. will begin again on November 7 in the Parlor.

The Cedar Springs Public Library invites you to join in a festive holiday
event that will be held on Friday, November 9 from 1:00-2:00 p.m. The
library will be honoring our local artist and treasure, Marge Clark, with a
holiday display of counted cross-stitch. Marge will be at the library to
greet everyone during this time. Along with honoring Marge, there will be
cross-stitch demonstration by our local seamstresses Pat Capek & Dorothy
Bishop. And best of all there will be refreshments!
We hope that you will be able to join us for this unique holiday kick-off celebration. Two of Marge’s
works are already on display in the library near the fireplace. Stop in and check them out!
PLEASE RECYCLE DEVOTIONALS:
Please remember to recycle your used devotional materials (The Upper Room, Our Daily Bread,
etc.) in the container under the table outside the sanctuary. They are sent to Love Packages, an
organization that ships them to areas in need of Bible teaching materials.

Please check out our website, stop by the office or browse the bulletin boards for
minutes from the meetings of various Committees and Groups serving CSUMC.
Please send your special messages and “Thank You” notes to the Church Office if you would like them
in the Chimes Newsletter. You can drop off or email to: office@cedarspringsumc.org
We also welcome photos that we might be able to share! Send photos of Church events to the above
email with Subject Line: “Church Photos”. Please include a brief note about the event/photo and we
may use it in the newsletter.
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Financial Reports for the church can be obtained
by request from the church treasurer.
Please contact the church office if you
would like information.
Ministry Shares
United Methodist Churches all share a portion of their expenses for the mission of United Methodism across the world. The portion amount is based on local church expenses from two years previous to the current year. When the aggregate of all United Methodist Churches is totaled, this becomes the budget for the Michigan Conference. Each church is then “apportioned” an amount
based on each local church’s portion of the total. Our Ministry Share amount for 2018 is
$26,138.00 for Conference Ministry Shares, and another $2,189.00 for District Ministry Shares.
As some of our people are aware, the Conference has offered us a grace period during 2018 due
to our previous temporary financial struggles. However, thanks to the generosity and the extra designated giving of our people, Cedar Springs UMC has paid $18,745.00 of our total $28,327.00, or
66% of our 2018 Ministry Shares as of November 4. Those who have generously designated giving
to enable us to pay Ministry Shares can be assured that their offerings are sent to the Conference
Treasurer monthly as they are given. Our Finance Committee also began sending contributions
from the General Operating Fund to supplement these designated amounts as of September. Our
intention is to pay 100% of our Ministry Shares for 2018.
Anyone can check on our Ministry Shares payments throughout the year by going to the following
link: http://wmc.umconline.org/access/church.php . Churches are listed by district, and Cedar
Springs is #3060—click on the name and a page will open showing what we have paid for the year.

If you have any questions regarding Ministry Shares or would like to view any of the church’s financial reports, please contact Treasurer, Art Gerhardt or Pastor Bill Johnson.
Building Use Schedules for 2019— due into the office.
Please reserve your building usage to ensure no conflicts.
Church Conference Paperwork
Don’t forget that your forms Are due into the church office
by November 12. If you have any questions or need another copy of your forms, you can contact
Jennifer—Monday through Thursday 9:00a.m. to 1:00p.m.

The church website is currently under reconstruction - We appreciate your patience as we get it
back up and running. Please check often as it is constantly being worked on.
Don’t forget—If you usually listen to the worship sermons online,
you can request a CD copy from Mark Scooros or a member of the
Sunday worship team.
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2018 UMW Officers
President: Mari Anne Jones
Vice President: Shari Wesche
Treasurer: Betty VanderWal
Secretary: Bonnie Hitchingham
Love and Stitches: Kathy Makowski
Devotions and Interpretation: Joyce Hansen
Book club: Connie Kidder
Nominations: TBD

All women of the church are welcome to
come to the meetings and help with our
events. It’s a wonderful time for fellowship and supporting our missions.

2018 Meeting Schedule – 10AM in the church Library/Parlor:
November 17th
 we will be installing our 2019 board
 we will be approving our budget for 2019
 we are planning on lunch to celebrate our fellowship and continued support of our missions
2019 Meeting Schedule – 10AM in the church Library/Parlor:
These dates will be published in the December Chimes.
“We demonstrate the love of Christ by being brothers united in fellowship, good works, recreation, and

encouragement. By supporting one another, and motivating one another to develop stronger Christian character as iron sharpens iron."
Please watch the church bulletin for information on upcoming meetings and events.
All men are welcome to attend.
Saturday, November 10th Meeting - @ 9:00 a.m. in church Parlor

Cedar Springs Community
Food Pantry Report
Clients for the month of September 2018
Families Served
Adults Served
Children Served

Food Purchased
Meijer Gift Cards Used
Food Pantry Balance

53
105
32

$ 1,214.98
$ 2,554.53
$ 5,703.89

Feeding America, West Michigan Food Bank
Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry can buy food from Feeding
America for 12, 13, 16 cents per pound!
If you wish to send a donation directly to them at:
Feeding America
West Michigan Food Bank
864 West River Center Dr. NE
Comstock Park MI 49321-8955
ADD: CSUMC Community Food Pantry Number 01290 so your gift
can be applied to our account. Thank you for your support.

Meal-In-A-Bag
Thank you everyone for the donations to our November “Meal-In-A-Bag” program. We will be providing a Vegetable Macaroni and Cheese Casserole dinner for the Meal-In-A-Bag. The pantry is still looking for donations of the
following items: Low-sodium chicken broth (32oz. Containers), small bottles of olive oil, bags of small onions
and 1-pound packages of pasta noodles. Please drop donations into the small cart outside of the Sanctuary or
you can bring them to the church office. Thank you for your support.
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Wednesday night Fellowship dinners take place each week at 5:30 p.m. If you
would like to volunteer time or meal items please contact Sally Johnson @ 616788-8225.
November Menus
November 7—Pizza Dinner
November 14—Thanksgiving Dinner—Bring a Pumpkin Dessert to share!

Greeters: Offer the first impression and first connection that a long-time attendee or visitor has with
us. Please see Jo Furhoff or Shirley Neff to be a greeter.
November 2018:
November 4 - Dan & Diane Christie
November 18 - Helene Caldwell

November 11 - Marnie Swan
November 25 - Jo Furhoff & Shirley Neff

Ushers: We need 4 people each Sunday to help take the offering. If you are interested, please see
the “Usher” sign-up sheet on the bulletin board.
Liturgists
They guide us in the liturgy, which literally means “the work of the people.” We participate in prayers as a
community of faith. Please contact Sue Harrison with questions or to become a Liturgist.
Coffee Fellowship Hosts: We provide a place of touching base and keeping connected with each other
as the Body of Christ. If you would like to contribute to Coffee Fellowship, we welcome donations of packaged cookies. They can be dropped off in the church kitchen at any time convenient for you. If you would
like to find out more, please contact Carolyn Davis, Ann Scott or Hazel Palmer. Thank you!
Media Ministry is an essential part of our church. The use of media and technology plays an important role
in communicating the gospel in a dynamic way. Our “media team” looks at all things media-related. This
would include, but not be limited to, our website, our Facebook page, our audio-visual equipment, and our
Sunday morning worship service.
See Tim Scott for more information.

"Techies" Needed: We are expanding our Sunday morning media team to operate our sound and screen programs
during worship. If interested, please contact Pastor Bill, or a member of the Lay Leadership Committee: Shari Wesche,
Stephanie Tabor, Keith Caldwell. Our goal is for Team members to serve one time per month.
Nursery caregivers care for the youngest among us, nurturing their relationship with the church
from the very beginning. Both adults and teenagers can be volunteers. Please contact Sally Johnson with
questions.
The Love & Stitches group:
The Love & Stitches group meets once weekly, September through May, on Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. in the church
parlor/library. We meet at noon on the second Tuesday for lunch at the Cedar Café. This month’s lunch will be
November 13. We are a welcoming group; join us if you can!
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Anniversaries
Nov. 2
Nov. 7
Nov. 8
Nov. 10
Nov. 16
Nov. 24
Nov. 24

Birthdays

Bill & Mary Yuncker
Gary & Teresa Tibbe
Chuck & Tonnie Smith
Leon & Janet Avery
Doug Ruth & Kari Lyon-Ruth
Albert & Frances Abel
Dennis & Evilo Cassidy

Nov. 1
Nov. 2
Nov. 3
Nov. 7
Nov. 10
Nov. 11
Nov. 14

Nov. 17
Nov. 19
Nov. 20
Nov. 23
Nov 24
Nov. 25
Nov. 30

Sunday—November 4
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Rosann Gerhardt
Danielle August
Emily Neiderheide
Mark Scooros
Randy Neiderheide
Gerald Collis
Lennen Johnson
Brenden Morris
Dan Christie
Kevin Morris
Craig Gates
Janet Avis
Marjorie Clark
Dan Davis
Sandy Johnson
Kara Johnson
Will Wright
Tom Noreen

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Weekly

Weekly

Weekly

Weekly

Weekly

Weekly

Weekly

9am-Adult Bible
Study in parlor
10:15am-Worship
w/Children’s
Church

1pm-6pm
Counseling in
Quiet Room

1:00pm-Love &
Stitches
2:35pm-Youth
Chimes

11:30am-Coffee
& Fellowship
Worship

4
Change your
clocks-Daylight
Savings Ends

3:45pm-Kids’
Choir

5
Acoustic
Music-7pm

Church Pictures
18

6
Trustees-7pm

1pm-6pm
Counseling in
Quiet Room

6:20 pm–
Christian Ed.

6:30pm-Cub
Scouts

Office closed

6:45pm-Adult
Choir

7
Mom’s Group10am

1

2

3

8
Metron-10am

9

10
Community
Players-9am

Church Pictures

12
Worship
Design-6:30
pm
Acoustic
Music-7pm
19
Finance-7pm

13
Love-n-Stitches
Cedar Café12pm

26

14

15

16

Chimes News
Articles Due!

17
UMW Meeting10am

Church Pictures
20
Blood Drive12:30pm
NO KIDS CHOIR

25

5:30pmFellowship
Meals

UMM Meeting9am

Church Pictures

11
Outreach Mtg 11:30am
The Brook-2pm
Green Acres3pm

10am-Women’s
Bible Study in
parlor

27
SPRC-6pm
Council-7pm

21
NO MEAL

22 Happy
23
Thanksgiving!

NO KIDS CE

Office Closed
No Food
Pantry

28
Mom’s Group10am

29

24
Decker/
Holman
Commitment
Ceremony2pm

30

Mark you calendars for this event—All are welcome to participate!
Saturday, December 1 Starting @ 10:00 a.m.
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OUR VISION AT CEDAR SPRINGS UMC:
We share the love and hope of Jesus Christ...







by inviting people of all ages to participate with
openness and sincerity
by worshipping through music and fellowship
by studying God's Word together
by praying and caring for each other
by serving each other, our community, and
our world
by giving of our time, talent, gifts, and resources

November 2018

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church

Pastor
Bill Johnson
pastor@cedarspringsumc.org
(616) 366-2421
Pastor Office Hours
Tues. & Wed.
Ministry Assistant
Jennifer August
office@cedarspringsumc.org
Church Office Hours
Mon.-Thurs.
9:00a.m. to 1:00p.m.

140 S. Main St., PO Box K
Cedar Springs MI 49319

Church Office
Phone: 616-696-1140
Fax: 616-696-2582

Sunday Worship Service
at 10:15 a.m.

Website & Email
www.cedarspringsumc.org
office@cedarspringsumc.org

6:20-7:00pm Christian Education
(Ages: 2yrs-High School)

Wednesdays:

With a 5:30pm dinner

Chimes Newsletter Articles:

Send information to
office e-mail Subject line
“Chimes”
by the 15th of each month.

Supervised Nursery Care
Activity Bags & Books Available
for services

Worship Schedule

Find us on Facebook: Cedar Springs United Methodist Church

Chimes


12

